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ARrT. I Zoonomia; or the. Lawf,of Orgém'r Lg“q Vol. L: By Eraf-
mas Darwin, M.D. F.R.S. Author of the Botanic Garden. 4to.
Pp-586. 1l gs. Boards.. Johnfon. 1794.

IN few things do-men of reading and inquiry differ more than
in the manner in which they are affected toward a mew
fyftem. While fome perufe with avidity every promifing at-
tempt to eftablifh;a general theory of a fcience in which they
are interefted, enter into it with ardour, and feel great pleafure
in following. all the mazes of plaufible and ingenious fpecula-
tion, even if, on.the whole, they cannot admit its truth;
others, on the contrary,—more imprefled with the experience of
former failures, than fanguine-in their expetations of new fuca
cefs, aware of all the. numerous inlets to miftake and delufion,
and dreading the interference of fancy when truth alone is the
objet,—receive with.coldnefs every effort which promifes more
‘than they expe&:to. feg realized, and are perfectly contented ta
poftpone their examination till the public voice has given con-
fequence and authority to the attempt, . -
- It is probable that the reception of the work before us will
greatly depend on the proportion of the above two clafles among
thofe who pay attention to its fubject. Its author is well known
as an ingenious philofopher, of extenfive knowlege and lirge
inquiry; he is alfo equally known as.a poet, diftinguithed be-
yond moft of his contemporaries by the boldnefs of his imagina-
tion ; and his chara&lers of poet and philofopher have been fin-
gularly blended.in the fame-performance. It is eafy, therefore,
to judge what will be the various impreflions on different
miinds 'on“the appeararice of a work. under his name, which
promiifes an éndeavour of vaft extent and moment, ¢ to reduce
the faQs relating to animal life into-clafles; orders, genera and
fpecies ; and, by comparing them with each other, to unravel
_the theory of difeafes.” With refpe& to ourfelves, we would,
as much as poffible, keep down all prepoficflions on the occa-
~ Vor. xv, B fion ;
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whichare to be put away in-the age of maturity. It will indeéd require
time to emancipate the fupid and unfeeling flaves of cuftom, fathion,
and felf intereft from their more than EGYPTIAN BONDAGE.’
From this cenfure, however, purely defenfive wars mult be
exempted.
" In the appendix are given tranflations of feveral letters of
Etafmus, relative to the fubjet of the treatife ;' and a feries of
quatations, chiefly claffical, exprefling philanthropic fentiments.

Art. VIIL Mr. Sulivan’s View of Nature, in Letters to a Travellsr
among the Alps, e, ‘
" [drticle concluded from the Review for Fuly, p. 261.]

IN reviewing a work of fuch great extent and variety-as that

which is now before us, we.find it no eafy tafk to give our
readers an -adequate- idea of its merit. A mere copy of its
table of contents would be infupportably tedious. An abftrad,
however concife, of the fubftance of each letter would protra&
our account far beyond the limits to which we are neceffarily
confined ; and, dfter all, would very imperfe&ly imprefs the
reader with an idea of the author’s turn of thinking, and ftill
lefs with a perception of the fpirit with which he feels, as weil
as conceives, every important {ubjeft that pafles in review be-
fore him. Mor. S. has not read merely to obtain information,
and :to enable himfelf to fpeculate for his ewn inftrution and
that of others, but to qualify himfelf for rendering eflential
fervice to mankind, by placing important truths before their
minds in an interefting point of view, and by ftimulating them
to an animated attention to their beft interefts. We mutt pro-
ceed, therefore, after having requefted our readers to revert
to the general account which we have given of the nature and
defign of this work in the firft article of our Review for June
laft, to point out fome of the principal fubjecls of difcuflion,
and: to exemplify the author’s manner of treating them, by
making a few extrats.

Life in its various forms, intelle&tual, animal, and vege-
table, is the chief object of attention in the third volume of
this work. The common principles of animal and vegetable
life, and their fpecific differences, are inveftigated : the doc-
trine of the diftin€t exiftence and immateriality of the foul is
maintained ; different fyftems concerning matter and fpirit are
defcribed : the do&rine of innate ideas and principles, in op-
pofition to Mr. Locke, is defended : the focial and not the
favage ftate is aflerted to be natural to man; and numerous
proofs are adduced of the intellectual fuperiority of man to the
brutes. Curious zoological and botanical difcuffions fill the
ER remainder
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remainder of this volume. On the fimilarity between the
phyfiology of plants and animals, Mur. S. writes as follows :

¢ Of the effence and properties of life we are profoundly ignorant.
What life really is, feems too fubtile for our underftandings to con-
ceive, or our fenfes to difcern. All animals are endowed with fenfation,
er at leaft with irritability, which laft has begn confidered as a di-
tinguithing charaéter of animal exiltence. We acknowledge fenfation
in organized bodics, when we perceive they have organs fimilar to
our own, or when they a&, in certain circumftances, in the fame
manner as we a&. If an organized being have eyes, ears, a mouth,
we naturally conclude it enjoys the fame fenfations, as thefe organs
convey to us. If we fee another being, whofe ftrutture exhibits
nothing-analogous to our organs of fentation,. ‘yet contradting with
_rapidity when touched, directing its body uniformly to the light,
feizing fmall infe@s with tentacula, or a kind of arms, and conveging
them to an aperture placed at its anterior end, we hefitate not to
pronounce it to be arimated, Cut off- its arms, deprive it of the fa-
culty of contralting and extending its body, the nature of this being
will not be changed ; but we fhall be unable to determine whether 1t
poffefles any portion of life. This is nearly the condition. of- the
$mall fecions of a polypus, before their heads begin to grow. The
wheel-animal, the eels in blighted wheat, and the fnails recorded in
the Philofophical ‘Tranfations, afford inftances of every appearance
of fenfation, and even of irritability, being fufpended, not fcr months,
but, for feveral yecars, while yet the life of thefe animals is not extin-
guithed, for they uniformly revive upon a proper application of heat
and of moiiture. If, then, we have no other criteria to diftingaith
1ife, than motion, fenfation, and icritability, the animals juft men-
tioned, continuing in a fate for years, which every man would pro-
noance to be perle@ly dead, life may probably exift in many bodies
which are commonly thought to be as inanimate as ftones.

¢ Wherever there is a vafcular fyflem, containing a moving nu-
tritive_ficcus, there is life ; and wherever there is lite, there may be,
for aught we can prove to the contrary, a more or lefs acute per-
ception. The fame kind of comparative reafoning, that wouid ex-
clude vegetables from the faculty of perception, might equally
exclude from animality, thofe animals which are provided with the
moft obtufe fenfes, when compared with fuch as are furnithed with
-the moft numerous, and moftacute. The perception of man feemsto
bz indefinitely greater, when compared with that of coralines, fea
pens, and ovfters, than the perception of thefe, which are allowed to
be animals. when compared with the figns of perception manifefted
by a va-' iy of what are called vegetables. Should I not rather call
one of ue blcoming, gentle, and affeCtionate daughters cf humanity,
the fift: - of the lily ot the valley, or of the rofe, than of the mufcle
. orof t ebarnacle? Spungesopen and fhut their mamille ; corals,
and f= pens, protrudc, or draw back their fuckers; fhell fith open
or kec clofe their fhells in fearch of food, or avoidance of injury ;
‘and it from thefe mufcular motions, we judge the beings to which
.they b iong to have perception, that is, to be animals, '

. o fh
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¢ In the vegetable kingdom, the amuftular motizn of many plants
may be oblerved, to'be to the full as definite and diltinguithable, as
thofe of the - clafs of animals juft mentioned. The plants called
beliotrope, turn daily round with the fun; by cooftantly prefeating
their. furfaces to that luminary, they feem as defirous of abforbing a
nutriment from its rays, as a bed of oyfters does from the water, by
opering. their fhells upon the afflux of the tide. The flores jolares, are
as uniform in their opening and fhutting, as animals are in their times
of feeding and digefting : fome, in thefe mutions, do not obferve the
feafons of the year, but expand and (hut up their fiowers, at the {ame
hour in all fealons; others, like a variety of infeéts, which appear or nat,
according to the heat of the weather or climate, open later in the day,
or do nct open at all, when they are removed from a fouthern, to a
more northern latitude. Trefoil, wood forrel, mountain ebony, wiid
fenna, the African marigold, &c. arg fo regular in folding up their
leaves before rainy weather, that they feem to have a kind of inflin
or forefight, fimilar to that of ants. And what is ftill more extra-
ordinary, vegetables appear to be a fort of bygreserers, for infeveral
there. is.found: & contorfion of the fibres, which anfwers, in every re-
{pe@, this purpofe. - The fibres of the plants, being affefted by the
quality -of the air, the {piral part twills, or untwifts, as the weather
varies, and thus the degirecs ot drynefs or moifture of the atmofphere
are to be obferved. Young trees 1n a thick foreft are found to incline
themfelves towards that part through which the light penetrates, as
plauts are obferved to do in a darkened chamber, towards a ftream of
}ight let in throygh an orifice, and as the ears of corn do towards the
ooth, - - . | . o
¢ The roots of plants are alfo known to turn away with a kind of
' abhorrence, from whatever they meet with which is hurtful to them ;
and-to defert their ordinary direCtion, and to tend with a kind of
natural and irrefiftible impulfe towards colleftions of waters placed
within their reach. Many plants experience convulfions of. thecir
flamina, upon’ being flightly touched. Whatever can produce any
effe@ upon an animal organ, as the impad of external bodics, heat
and ¢old, the vapour of burning fulphur, of volatile alkali, want of
air, -&c. is found to at alfo upon the plants called fenfitive. But,
we will not infift upon any further inftances of that clafs,. We have
already noticed many, which feem far fuperior in quicknefs to thofe
of a variety of animals. Now, to'refer the mufcular motions of fhell
fith, and zoophytes, to an internal principle of volition ; to. make
thefe indicative of the perceptivity of the being ; and to attribute the
more notable ones of vegetables to certain mechanical dilatations
and coatrations of parts, occafioned by external impulfe, is to esr
agaioft the rule of philofophifing, which afligns the fame caufes for
effe@s of the fame kind. The motions, in both cafes, are eqaally
accommodated to the prefervation of the being to which they belong ;
are equally diftin€t and uniform ; and fhould be equally derived from
mechanifm, or equally admitted as criteria of perception. The ge-
neration, nutrition, organization, life, healtb, ficknefs, and death of
plants, eftablilh no difcriminative chara&eriftic between them. and
animals, A communication of fexes, in order to preduce their like,
. ' belongs
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belongs to certain vegetables, as well as to certain animals, Ex-
fpiration and infpiration, a kind of larynx and lungs, perfpiration;
tmbibition, arteries, veins, latteals, and probably a circulating fluid,
aopertain to vegetables, as well as to animals:  Life belongs alike to
both kingdoms, and feems to depend upon the fame principle in both.
Both are incapable of aflimilating to their proper fubftance, all kinds
of food ; for fruits are found to taite of the foil, juit as the milk, and -
tleth, and bones, and urine of animals, often give indications of the
particular pabulum with which they have been fed.. Both die of old
age; from excefs of hunger or thirft ; from external injuries ; from
Intemperance of weather; or from poifoned food.’

The author proceeds, in the fourth volume, to farther me-
taphyfical inquiries. He particularly difcufles the great quef-
tions concerning the immortality of the foul and the exiftence
of Deity. Subje&ls of fuch moment he cannot perfuade him-
felf to treat with the cool indifference of fcepticifm. While he
‘yeafons ftrongly in fupport of thefe fundamental truths of re-
ligion, he difplays their importance with that kind of natural
eloquence which is the offspring of fincere convi@ion. The
obfervations on thefe fubje@s, and indeed the general fpirit of
the whole work, are well adapted to accomplifh the author’s
Jaudable and beneyolent defign of checking the progrefs of
thofe atheiftical principles, which (to what extent we are not
able to fay,) have lately found advocates in France. Of the
manner in which Mr. S. writes on this fubje&, we fhall give
a fhort fpecimen: s

¢ Nothing is without an adequate caufe why it is; and why it is {o, -
‘rather than otherwife. Where there isno caufe there can be no effeét.
We cannot comprehend, how one intelligent being could have brought
about fuch aa univerfal effet. Yet, what has been thouglit beyond
the power of any being, has been afcribed to a caufe void of all power,
dead matter, and blind neceffity. This is not as it fhould be. We
muft have an adequate caufe to a pofitive effet. We are not to plant
a motive power in dead matter, to make dead matter living matter.
" Virtwe, power, and forcé, cannot be without a fubjeét; nor can they
be communicated from the terminating fusface of one particle to that
of another without a fubjet. Nothing can a&, where itis not; nor
can matter a&t beyond its  terminating furface. Material alion, ata
" diftance, is repugnant to reafon. Spinoza’s affertion, that every
thing in the world is God, or that nothing but God could exift, in-
cludes in it this plain contradition, of making the effect ‘the fame
thing with the caufe, and confounding the moft oppofite natures ; for
it is abfolutely impoflible, the fame being fhould he both material and
immaterial; or void of all power, as matter is, and at once the
‘origin of all power, asan immaterial being muft be. -
< It is fingular that man, who cannot account for any thing without
him, has yet the hardinefs to deny a God. Can we give even'a
conjectural account of any one phznomenon in nature, from -the ro-
zation of the great orbs of the univerle, to the. germination of 2
S blade
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blade of grafs, without having recourfe to him, as the primary in-
.comprehenfible caufe ? The ftudy of nature ought to clevate the
ideas of man, one fhould conceive, to his Creator; but, it only ferves
to increafe his prefumption. The philofopher, who flatters him{felf
he has penetrated into the fecrets of exiftence, is vain enough to com-
pare his pretended wifdom to the infinite wifdom of his Maker. He
approves, cenfures; corredts, and prefcribes laws to Nature, and limits
to Omnipotence : and thus, while with idle fyftems he is bufily oc-
cupied in arranging this machine of the world, the poor hufbandman,
who fees the fun and the rain contribute in their turns to festilize his
fields, admires and bleffes the hand, whofe bounties he receives, without
troubling himfelf about the manner in which they are beftowed. He
does not feek to juftify his ignorance, or his vices, by his infidelity.
He does not arrogantly cenfure the works of his Creator, nor attack
his Divine Mafter to fhew his own felf-fufficiency.
< But there is an arbitrary word, which men are extravagantly fond,
of, which yet is totally deftitute of meaning. What is nature ; that
is, what is it in contradiftin@ion to the Author of nature ? Examine
it narrowly; you will find it eludes every poffible refearch. Who
teaches the young of all animals, without exception, firft, to make
ufe of their limbs, and move their bodies ? It is a fecret, you will
fay, to all the philofphers on earth, how fpontaneous motion is
performed. And how can every brute, every creature, fo readily
perform an a&ion, the nature and reafon of which is fuch a myftery ?
Who guides them in their work ? Spontaneous motion, in the firft
inflance, is neither performed by reafon, nor by habit? Is not the
conftant dire&ion of the Deity therefore neceffary ? Is it not necef-
{ary alfo in the formation of animals, as well as vegetables ? And farther,
. when the little living creatures have no faculties to contrive, nor
kriowledge to comprehend, the myilerious procefs they are employed
in, is it not fiill equally neceflary, and equally plain, they muft be
guided by the fame wif{dom, which conftantly direéts the formation of
their bodies ?  Were it not for this providential diretion, no fpecies
of animals, not even man, could overcome the firft difliculties of life,
but, mult inevitably give up their new-gotten breath, under an in-
ability and ignorance what to do to preferve it. Nature, therefore,
may be ftiled the divinity of the atheift, the knowledge of the ig-
norant, and the refuge of the flothful mind, in which all contra-
dictions are confiftent. Nature, as an univerfal unmeaning caufe,
{uperfedes every inquiry ; and as a mere non-entity, requires neither
fear nor revereace.’ .

" Befides the metaphyfical fpeculations contained in this vo-
Jume, the reader will find much learned and ingenious invefti-
gation relpeing the age of the world, and the changes’ which
the furface of the globe has undergone. All hiftorical records
M. S. traces back to the Scythians, as the moft antient tivilized
ftate. Thofe who intereft themfelves in inquiries of this
kind will receive much information and amufement in perufing,
in their entirg connc&tion, the refult of the authar’s refearches

" . 4 con
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on this fubje&, and, at the beginning of the fifth volume, his
difquifitions concerning the antient ftate of Ireland.

From other antient nations, Mr. S. turns his attention to
the Ifraelites. In difcuffing their hiftory, and the authority of
their facred books, at the fame time that he proves himfelf a
true and zealous friend to revelation, and ftrenuoufly maintains
the wifdom and purity of the Mofaic fyftem, he perceives and
acknowleges the difficulties which attend the literal interpret-
ation of the account'of the fall of man ; and he is inclined to
think, with feveral anticnt Chriftian writers, that it ought to
be explained allegorically. Liberality and candour are ftrongly
marked in the author’s obfervations on the Jewifh hiftory, as
well as in his fubfequent refle@lions on the morality and my-
thology of the antient Greeks and Romans. After his moft
liberal conceflions, however, in favour of paganifm, he finds
abundant reafon to maintain the neceffity of divine revelation ;
and he infifts largely and forcibly on the folly and inhumanity
of attempting to deprive men of the benefit of Chriftianity, for
this reafon, among others, that Chriftianity is the perfeQion
of natural religion.

¢ With refpec to Chriftianity, (vol. v. p. 403.) is it not, in fa&t,
the religion of nature, fo much contended for by philofophers? For
the end of Chrift’s coming was, not to abolith the old and fundamental
religion, but to perfe&t it: he came, not to deftroy the law, but to
fulfilit. Hence the Chriftian religion, in whatever light it be taken,
is certainly nothing new, no novel fyltem, no other than the perfec-
tion of that religion, originally imparted to mankind ?

¢ It is well when any terms are held with Chriftianity. He who
attacks revealed religion only, fays Montefquieu, may be in fome re-
fpeéts pardoned ; but he who attacks natural religion, attacks all the
religions in the world. Though men fhould be taught to difbelieve
the obligations of revealed religion, they may ftill think themfelves
bound by the religion of nature ; bat, it is moft pernicious to endea-
vour to perfuade them, they are bound by no religion at all. Itis
not impoffible to attack a revealed religion, feeing it depends on par-
ticular faéts, and faéts are, in their own nature, liable to be controverted;
but this is not the cafe with natural religion ; for it is drawn from the
nature of man, which cannct be difputed ; and from the irternal fen-
timents of mankind, which are equally in¢ontrovertible. A man, who
1s going to be burned, or afraid of being burned, becaufe he does not
believe certain articles, whether depending or not depending on re-
vealed religion, hath very good reafon to attack it, becaufe he may
thereby hope to provide for his own defence. But the cafe is very
different, where the man who attacks revealed religion, does it with-
out the fcalt perfonal motive ; and where, if he fhould fucceed, nay
fhould be in the right too, he would only deprive his country of
numberle(s real benetts, for the fake of eftablithing a merely fpecu-

lative truth. v o
¢ Lively ~
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" €. Lively free-thinkers: bave, at all times, a-happy and .a.conve-
nieng knack of agran ing their arguments in fuch a manner, that the,
truth may be cafefulﬁ' congealed ; and then of dancing round their
fyllogifms a3 wild Indians dance round their circle. What religion,
fa tgey to the Chinefe, next to your own, is the beft? The religion
of natare, fays the Chinefe.” What religion, would you embrace, were
you to’abjure Mahomiedarifti 2. The religion of nature, fays the
Muflulman. © Chriftians, which is the true religion,, if Chrittianity be
net ? - The religion-of mature,: which was the"nl}gion of the Jews,
But, you Jews; what is the true religion, if fudai{m be falfé ? Why,
certainly, the religion of nature. Thus, to.that which is with una-’
' nimity allowed the fecond place, are we not, we are afked, in fairnefs
to give the AirRd’— . o

* The religion of the.gofpel, taking the term nature in the fenfe
moft applicable to the futfje&t, is, I acknowledge, the true original
religion of natare. ‘Our Saviour came into the world, as he himfelf
declares, to fupply the defects of yeafon, not to alter the pure fenti-
metts, of which God had ordained his creatures fhould be poffeffed.
Reli,gion, in this view of ‘it, is the fame it was in the days of the old
law ; ‘the fame it was in the days before the law was given ; and the
fame, both then and now, that it will be a thoufand years hence, if
the world laft fo long. Such natural religion can enly differ from
revealed religion, in the manner- of its being communicated. The
one is the internal, as the other is the external revelation of the fame
unchangeable will of a Being, who is alike, at all times, infinitely wife
and good. 'There can then, in truth, be no difagreement between
them. This many emiuent divines have allowed. O f fic omaia dix-
ifemt! ) -
¢ But concerning this pure and natural religion it may be confidently
afferted, that there never was an age, or nation, in the world, in which
it was ever pradtifed. Religion, before the introdu@ion of Chrifti-
anity, -and even now in unenlightened countries, e¢xhibits in the moff
unequivoeal manner; the glaring weaknefles of the human under-
flanding ; even to the bigotted and horrible extreme of f{acrificing thé
lives of men to the fanguinary honour of their divinities. Here I
would with I could flop ; but I am compeiled to the confeflion of even
a more culpable atrocity, in one mifguided branch of the very fyitem
for which I am contending. To burn bodies, and to fentence fouls
to everlafting perdition, have been fraudulently tortured out of the
words of mercy, and of peace, and have been claimed as a right in
facerdotal prerogative.- Say, ye folemn murderers of the holy offices
is it mot true, that ye drefs your wretched vitims in a fax benito; or
cbat painted with flames and devils, that the deluded populace may
con¢lude, that thofe whom you condemn, are immediately and juitly
precipitated to hell? - And that on the fcaffold, you ferocioufly take
your leave of each agonizing fufferer, with this dreadful expreflion;
Jem-animanytuam tradimius Diabole 2’ .

The fubje& of the divine authority, and the moral excel: -
lénce of the Chriftian religion, arc purfued ftill farther in the
Jixth volume ;. feveral papular objetions againft it are refuted ;
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its internal chara&ers are exhibited as a ftrong confirmation of
_its divine original ; and the hi{l:ory of its rife and progrefs is
* examined, to prove that the mifchiefs which have arifen in the
Chriftian world have been owing to the perverfion and abufe,
and not to the natural tendency, of Chriftianity,—~In his review
of the hiftory of the Chriftian church, Mr. S. cenfures, with a
truly Chriftian fpirit, every appearance of intolerance; - and,
though he ftrongly recommends the ftudy, proféeflion, and prac-
tice of religion, he encourages no other method of fupporting
its eredit and authority than the free communication of  reli=
gious knowlege, and the univerfal exercife of religious freedom.
We conclude our extralls with the following judicious and
fpirited remarks on the impolicy and injuftice of intolerance :

- ¢ There are, and have been, and will be to eternity, various and
oppofite fentiments on a queftion, which, above all others, is moft
interefting to every man. And the partizans of either party will ever
pretend to have the argument in their favour. Even among the moft
learned, and the moft rigidly juft and pure-hearted, we often fee,
that neither knowledge, nor virtue, is an abfolute fecurity againft
error. Religion,, in reality, cannot be more national than the intel- -
letual faculty and the energies of confcience, Some truths, it is.
certain, may be national ; but others muft be univerfal. For God
néver appointed true religion to lend forms .and tints to any peculiar
affociations : he placed it in the centre of the univerfe, to be the lumi-
nary of union, by the exercife of general benevolence. C

" ¢ The direful {pirit of fanatici{m 1s happily leaving the earth. Thofe
begin to bluth, who formerly had no zeal fo ftrong as that of perfecu-
tion. They now even begin to feel, that tolerance is not a deadly fin
—a confpiracy againft God and nature. St. Bernard’s words come to -
be underflood, ¢¢ Fides fuadenda, non imperanda,”” But could you
have fuppofed, that the'loffes occafioned to the human fpecies, from
the firft fanguinary executions of the Hebrews, to the perfidious maf-
facres of St. Bartholomew and Ireland, within the pales of Jadaifm
and Chriftianity alone, there could from hiftory he traced to have
been at leaf thirty millions of men? Or, could you ever have con-
ceived it pofiible, that, after the maflacre of St. Bartholomew, 2 medal
fhould have been ftruck with this infcription : ¢¢ Pietas armavit jufti- -
tiam 2’ That it fhould be recorded, that ¢ un arret du mois de Juillee
1562, permet de tuer les Huguenots partout ou on les trouvera ; et qr-
donnoit, que cet arret feroit Ju tous les Dimanches au préne de chaque
paroiffe 2’ Or, what is lill more abominable, that Pope Gregory the
Thirteenth fhould, for the murder of from feventy to.an hundred
thoufand of his fellow-creatures, on the day of St. Bartholomew, have
made a folemn proceflion to St.Peter’s, and placed a pi¢ture of the -
fubjl;:& in the Vatican, with this infcription, ¢ Pontifex collegii necem

robat ?*? o
P To admit general principles in theory, and to reftrit them in prace-
tice, is, to a rational mind, the bafeft logic. Intolerance, that pre-
tends to reafon, is worfe than enthufiafm, which perfecates from im-.

4 Digitiz ed by (: ()()S.IC P%.
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lfe.  Petér, John, and Paul, are men; you and I are men; and fo

5 the Jew, and fo is the Mahommedan, As well, then, may you give

" reafon to man, and brand him for 4 fool, becaufe he reafons, as brand
with infamy the man who judges for himfelf in religion. The ab=
furdity is, in truth, too glarings and yet almoft all Ghriftians are

. guilty of it. . We all firive to faften an ‘opprobrium upon thofe who
. ,think differently from ourfelves ; and thus prejudice becomes an over-
". match for principle. . ‘ ,

“¢ In évery quarter ouf ears are dinned with the cry of impiety., In
Afia, the Chriftian is impious; in Europe, the Muffulman; i Lon-
don, the Papift; in Rome, the Calvinit } nay; almoft every ftreet has
§ts pecultar fan&ity and pretenfion. How is this ? s the whole world
impiogs? or is there any fuch thing as impiety? I am afraid this
imutual reproach is little better than fatire in felf-applaufe: and
though the paradox is not in all cafes juft, we may venture to believe,
that thofe who have the beft laws have often the moft need of them. -

¢ The advocate for real Chriftianity has nothing to do with the pe~
taliar tenets of Luther, Calvin, or Bellarmine, or with any other fyftem
which is likely to be tinGtured with human infirmity : his bufinefs is,
%o vindicate the truth as it is in the gofpel. Human knowledge, as
human nature, he knows, is to be pruned according to method and
rule. As the world advances, reafon at all times gains d‘grdund upon
fmagination ; the underftanding becomes more ekercifed; fewer ob-
Je&s occut that are new and furprifing ; men apply to trace the caufes
of things ; and they correét and refine one another. And thus, in the
prefent age, thanks to the Author of all goodnefs, we are beginning
o make amends for former negligence. The curiofity of the moralift
1s conne@ed with tafte and genius; and his refearches tend to difplay
the progrefs of human manners; and to illuftrate the hiftory of fo-
ciety. , :
¢ The religious eftablithment, of any country; fo far as it is fettled
by human laws, and with refpeét to external rites and worldly emolua
ment, is liable to change, as much as any civil appointments what<
éver. Se far was Locke from thinking the church interwoven with
the ftate, that he held the former to be abfolutely feparate and diftin&
from the latter. < The boundaries, on both fides,”” fays hey ¢ are
fixed and immoveable. And he jumbles heaven and earth together,
things moft remote and oppofite, who mixes two focicties which are,
in their original, end, bufinefs, and every thing, perfe&ly diftin&, and
infinitely different from each other.”’——a-
¢ With refpe& to what are called denominations, therefore, of re-
ligion, if every one be left to judge of his own religion, there is no
fuch thing as a religion that is wrong. But if men are to judge of
@ach ather’s religion, there is no fuch thing as a religion thatis right 3
-and therefore all the world are right, or aH the world arewrong. No
man, or body of men, confequently, can, under any pretence whatfo
ever, afflume the power of governing, or forcing the.belief, the
thoughts, the reafon of others, without impioufly and foolifhly arro<
gating the power of God. Religion, as a rule of faith, by which we
" &re to'be faved or.condemned in anothet life, muft be the excl‘uﬁye
. private concern of the individual, in which evefy man has an indif-
. Eog:zcc, GOOglle putable



. , .
(3] Blair’s Sermons,

. .. LN 2
patable right to folléw the Tight of his own reafon, and to rejeét all authas
sity founded onrthé feafon ot others. . Théfe, atcordingly, who denoancé
to us dammation, as the confequence of error in faith, and thbfe whe
would force us to hazard -our immortal-fouls, .upon their judgmentsy
who have no concera in the mattery contrary to-our ewn Teafon, who
have fo deep ad intereftin it, are the moft execrahle of all tyrants.

¢ Mankind have groaned, even in the church of Chrift, for more
than a thoufand years,. under a. fatal confederation between civil and
ecclefiaftical power.” By this contra& for the bodies and fouls of men,
the mind is firft to be enflaved, and then the body detivered over to
the feealar armi, with its altive principle, the fpring of all its virtues
and faculties, bound up in-chains. * From this ¢omplicated tyranny,
even.death-is no refuge. - - Its power, in papal kingdoms moré: efpeci-
ally, extends into the reige of darknefs;. the miferable mortal, who
has not obeyed its ordinances here, who does rot go to the grave
¢lothed in, the San Benita of. their inquifition, and carry in his hand the
paffport of abfolution,-is handed over to the agents.of the hierarchy in
another world, to the difcipline of eternal torments. But.even our
own prefent mixture of religion with politics; our religious tefts,. and
parliamentary religions, would, I fofpeét, appear fomewhat Tudicrouy
to a perfon who-could contemplate them unbiafled by habit and cuf~
tom. - Is it not a curious idea, for inftance, that if a Solow, or a So-
cratasy were to rife up among.us, the one could not fit for a Cornify
borough, nor the other .execute the office of juftice-of peace;
that Epaminondas could not command a troop of horfe, :or Themif-
tocles be made a poft-captain, till they had made themfelves mafters
ofﬁthe thirty-nine articles previoufly to the taking the facramental
teft ?’ : '

After having fo fully exprefled our approbation of this worky
and having furnithed our readers (o largely with-an-opportunity
of judging of its merit, we have now only to exprefs our ear-
neft with that it may be as ufeful in promoting the interefts o{
religion, and in propagating the love of fcience, as the author’s.
benevolence will lead him to defire, and as his ability and public
fpirit give him a right to expect. - , .-

A .copious alphabetical index would have been an ufeful .ap~
pendage to thefe volumes. . : L

Axt IX.  Sermons,:by Hogh Bhair, D.D. F.R.S. Ed. Profeflor
.of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres in the Univerfity of Edinburgh.
"Vol.1V. 8vo. pp. 445. 6s. Boards, Cadell. 1794.

I'r is an inexpreffible gratification aiid encouragement to s in
-our literary labours, when we find our judgment concerning
the merit of important publications confirmed by the general
fuffiage of the world. Fhe intervals, which have paffed be-
tween the times of the publication of the feveral volumes of Dr.
Blair’s fermons, have afforded us full opportunity of informing
wurfelves of the reception which they have experienced ; and we
- . are




