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ADVERTISEMENT.

T HIS little work was firft printed in
1779. ‘The Parliament which fat that
year, it was imagined, would inquiré'
into the political fituation of India. Vo-
luminous publications had rendered a tho-
rough ‘invefligation of the Eaftern fubject
not only wearifome, but impraéticable : —
impra@icable, at leaft, to fuch as had
other very ferious matters to claim their
conftant and clofe attention. . To remedy
fo friking an inconvenience, the author
prefumed to draw into as fmall a compafs
as poflible the leading features of fo com-
plicated a fcene.”™ Local knowledge had’

rendered
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rendered him, he hoped, not intirely un-
qualified for the tafk : and truth he was
refolved fhould guide him in the difquifi-
tion. Pardon muft be claimed for the
affertion, though it afluredly is not ha-
zarded without foundation ; that party
~ ideas had warped found judgement ; that
men and aftions, together with many
important political confiderations, were
viewed and judged of through a diftorted
medium ; and that conteft, ﬂnarpened. to
uncommon  animofity, had - banifhed,
though undefignedly, the welfare of the:
many ; while the momentary {uccefs, or
the paffions of a few, occupied the breafts.
of thofe on whom the Indian world was
dependent for falvation. The Britifh
empife in Hindoftan is great, not only
~ in itfelf, but in its extenfive connections.
Its army, embodied during the laft war,
anci which amounted to upwards of one

hundred
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hundred and fwcnty thoufand men, fhews
the magnitude of the dominion, which
the very few fons of liberty, when taken
in comparifon, poffefs over the native
children of Hindoftan. In the courfe of
a few years, and in the fnidﬂ: of univerfal
war, much change muft neceﬁ'arily hap-
pen.  The Eaft manifefts this in various
inftances. But the leading principlés
which firft impel to a reformation of
{y{tem, continue in their nature fo in-
tirely the fame, that it is expedient they
thould not be fdrgotten. Under this
eonviction, -(although certain points treat-
ed of in the following pages have been
fince carried into execution) the author
returns the Analyfis of India, in its orie
ginal garb, in a new edition. Difference |
of fentiment will lead many men to differ
from him in fome of his conclufions : but
as he holds them perfeGtly blamelefs for
theic
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their opinions, fo he trufts they will
hold him, for fimply maintaining what,
to his convittion, is right. In the notes
the reader will find fome exemplifications,
which were deemed effential to the fubjeét
of the work. In the additions, the hif-.
tory of the Mahrattahs, Seiks, Abdallies,
and others, intirely new, are drawn from

the moft undoubted authorities.

C ORRIGEND A

Page 126, linc 16, after kingdems, infert of.

——— 131, — 10, before pecaniary, dele the.

—— 136, — 21, for Royhindgen, rcad Royhindgar.

“—— 155, — 22, for Oodipon, read Oodipoor.

o—— 166, — 6, for Benares, read Banaris.
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BOOK L

THE refpe&ivé nations of the Por«
tuguefe and Dutch, the Englith and

- French, having alternately founded ex-

tenfive empires in the Eaft Indies, and
the Englith in particular having arifen to
an high degree of pre-eminence over theit
rivals in that divifion of the globe, a brief

_enquiry into the tranfactions of each of

B thofe
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thofe governments may not be unwel-
come, at a crifis when India matters are
become of ferious confideration to this
nation.

The Eaft, for many centuries before
our Chriftian zra, poured forth its righes
to the uttermoft extent of the then known
civilized parts of the creation; but to no
country in fugh profufe abymdance as to
that of Egypt. How this traffic was car-
ried on in thofe days, when maritime
knowledge was ftill but in its infancy, is
at this moment a matter more worthy of
the inveftigation of the antiquary than
the hiftorian.  Suffice it, that their o=
- merce appears to have been founded upon
the broadeft bafis of mutual and genera}
nt’i_lit).{, and, that their exports and imports.
were nearly what they are at this day,
Happily fituated for an intercourfe of that
nature, the induftry of the Egyptians led
them to partake of all its benefits. By

. ‘ the
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the conveniency of their harbours in the
Red Sea, they engrofled the exclufive -

privilege of purchafing the commodities

of India; and by their ports on the Me-
diterranean, they were enabled to diffufe -

them among the Greeks and the Romans
at an exorbitant degree of profit,

In this manner the trade with Afia
was long carried on. At length, upon
‘the deftrution of the Roman empire, that
mighty fabric of ambition, and the fub-
fequent eftablithment of its warlike but
uncivilized invaders, a ftop was put to the
continuance of fo flourithing a commerce
nor did it again rear its head, until the
Venetians, fituated on the Adriatic gulphy
boldlyventured upon an enterprize, which,
however difficult in the beginningy proa
mifed them, with perfeverance, an-ample
return for the dangers and rifques which
‘they thould run.

B3 The

[}
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The Venetians accordingly encouraged
a revival of the trade with India by means
of thie Red Sea, and by their contralts
with the Egyptians fo effeQually fecured
a monopoly of it to themfelves, that Ve-
nice foon became the emporium of Afiatic
“manufa&ures. Its citizens grew wealthy ;
and this little republic, from being of no
confequence, fuddenly became a nation of
power and econfideration.

Another channel, however, had for
fome time opened itfelf for the intraduc-
tion of Indian manufaures into Europe.
This was by means of the Perfian gulph,

_ from whence by caravans paffing over the
deferts of Arabia, and fometimes  along
the borders of that country, the articles
of Afiatic commerce, more generally in
demand, had been brought by tedious
journeys to the borders of the Ageian
fea, and thence tranfported by fhipping

to
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to the mercantile dealers at Conftanti-
nople.

‘Thus confined within boundaries which
afforded advantage to a few, at the fame
time that it impoverifhed the other coun-
tries of Europe, the traffic of the Eaft
became a {ubje& of difcuffion amongft
men, who, from ftudy and refle€tion, were
enabled to reafon - upen its importance,
Rome, enfeebled in all its parts, thewed
but the remnants.of its former greatnefs.
Bigotry and fuperftition had reared to
themfelves a power more formidable and
rivetted, than human afcendancy had hi-
therto acquired. ‘The church declared it-
{elf omnipotent in its decrees, and made
even fovereigns fhake with terror on their
thrones. Italy, the feat of its more im-
‘mediate influence, long groaned under the
fervitude it impofed. ‘The wretched in-
‘habitants of that fertile clime felt what
aihey dared not utter. Genius lay dead

; B3 among(t
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- amongft them. A happier gleam of free-
dom indeed beamed upon them at a dif-
~ tance; but they were yet in bondage, and
thelr facultxes could not be employed. The
Spaniards, diftratted within themfelyes?
forn by pcrpétual efforts for their-liberty,
and abandoned to the wxldeﬁ chimeras of
romance, proudly conﬁned their thoughts
to the arrogant fupenonty Wh};h they
claimed over the reft of mankind And
the Portugucfe, though mdder in their
govetnment, in general were a&uated by
a fimilar dxfpoﬁtmn. The Frew:h nﬁng
from a ftate of vaﬁ'alage in whxch they
had hxtherto been kept, axmed though
wu:h mconﬁderatenefs, at the cﬁabhfh-
ment of fre.edom ; induftry cxerted itfelf,
as they emanc:pated from thelr barons,
but their dependenge#was. too rooted to be
lcaﬁl% fhaken off. The Germans, long
involved in bloody contefts with each
other, and {marting from the ﬂ:ruggles
bethxt the hxerarchy and the empire,

were
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weré yeét utifettled amongft themfelves.
Rude and unmeivilized, agriculture and
war were the only fciences which they
cultivated: tranquillity reigned among
them but at times; they yet, howevery
were formidable, and enjoyed more liberty
than their neighbeurs, ‘The Northern
countries, ftill lefs cultivated than the
Germans, experienced all the evils of 1i
centious freedom and barbarity. And the
Turks, though numerous in the field;
were yet unfettled in their government,
England alone of all the Europeanr powers
feemed to poffefs that fpark of liberty,
which, however difcordant on its firft
breaking out, was finally to effetuate the
downfall of oppreffion. Its nobles, though
daring, were indigent and illiterate; the
fovereigns, too limited in their authority,
were driven by neceffity to take part with
the body of their fubjets, and thus by a
coalition of the extremities of the flate,

"B 4 that
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that conftitution became eftablithed, which
. fixed the pride and-the glory of a Briton.

In this fituation was Europe, when the
Portuguefe, aCtuated by a fpirit of entere
prife, and headed by a monarch of ability,
formed the defign of extending their power
to the Eaft. Madeira was the firft of their
difcoveries in 1418, and the Canary ilands
‘became fubjet to their authority in 1420,
John the Second, a prince fingularly learn-
ed for the (days in which he lived, and
above all, intimately acquainted with af-
tronomy and navig'ation,' encouraged this
propenfity amongft his people. In his
reign the paffage round the extremity of
Africa was firft accomplifhed,. and that
tob under difficulties, which, even at this
time, would ftagger the refolution of the
boldeft explorer, Emanuel adopted the
plan which had been purfued by his pre-

deceflors, and in the year 1497, fitted out . .

the firft fleet for the -Eaft Indies, under
the
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the command of Vafco de Gama, which
fortunately arrived there after a voyage of
" more than thirteen months. ~Gama, on
his return to Lifbon, failed not to boaft '
of the regions he had vifited. His ac-
counts flattered the ardour of his country-
men : the riches he had feen ftimulated
their avarice, and the profpett they had
of propagating their faith, added not a
little to the inclination which they al«
ready had concewed for an eﬁabh{hmcnt
in the Eaft.

. 'The Pope, the univerfal fovereign of
the earth, and who difpofed of kingdoms,
either known or yet to be difcovered, as
if they had all been hereditary in the
. thurch, conferred upon them the coun-
tries which they had thus brought under
his jurifdiction.

- Buccefsful in thefe their firft attempts,
and finding the nations of India in general
tractable
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tratable and full of mildnefs, the Portu-
guefe wifely fet about eftablithing a fyf-
tem of power and of commerce; and for
this purpefe pitching upon Alphonfo Al-
buquerque, the moft difcerning of thofe
who had been in Afia, appointéd hiny
their viceroy. Albuquerque accordingly
failed from the Tagus with a confiderable
armament under his command, and after
a long voyage arrived on' the Malabar fide
of India, where he feized upon the city
and country of Goa. At this place he
planned the condu& of his future opera-
tions. The neceflity of deftroying the
trade, carried on by means of the gulphs
of Perfia and Arabia, was the 'ﬁr.ﬁ fubje&
which engaged Hhis confideration. The
Venetians, he faw, were entirely to be
overfet, or the grand obje& of his miffion
would be inevitably fruftrated.

Impreffed with an idea of this impor-
tance, Albuquerque immediately fet. to



 ANALYSIS OF INDIA. o
work. His principal force he turned to-
wards the traffic of the Arabian gulph;
and having taken cffeCtual precautions to
prevent the paffage of any. veffel into the
Indian ocean, he next fuccefsfully turned
his arms on the defencelefs meichants
who vifited the Perfian gulph, and carried
on thét commerce which had hitherto been
advantageous to the citizens of Conftanti-
nople. The authority of his fovereign being
thus eftablithed where 1t chicﬂ’y Was res<
quired, and the Malabar coaft of India be«
ing likewife fubjefted to his power, the
ambition of the viceroy led him to an ex.
tenfion of his conquefts. The ifland of
Ceylon firft {ubmitted to his {word; next
the country of Malacea, whofe prineipal
‘port was at that time the moft cenfiderable
;n the Eaﬁ, | |

From this place, fo happiliy fituated for
the trade of all thofe countries which lie
to the caftwasd of Hindoftan, Albu-

‘ querque
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querque formed the defign of getting a
footing in the dominions of the Chinefe,
and accordingly prevailed upon his fove-
reign to fend an ambaffador to the mo-
narch of that empire, who arrived at
Canton, under the prote&ion of a formi-
dable fquadron, in 1518.

-The Chinefe, a people as indufirious as
they are civilized, and who, without the
aid of adventitious improvement, have
arrived at an unparallelled degree of per-
feCtion, both in their laws and in their
cuftoms, received the ambaflfador of the
Portuguefe: with candid and unaffected
demonftrations of kindnefs and refpec.
The ports of the whole empire were
opened to their fhips. The natives en-
‘tered into connections of amity with the
traders ; and their eftablithment had been
certain, had not licentioufnefs and rapa-
city broke loofe amongft them. - Being
called upon, however, ta affift the forces

of



ANALYSIS OF INDIA, 13

of the emperor againft a pirate who in-
fefted his coafts, and who had feized
upon the ifland of Macao, they, in concert
~with the Chinefe fleet, fo effeGtually de-
ftroyed the power of that rebel, that the
emperor beftowed upon them the ifland:
of Macao, and encouraged them to build
a town, which, in the fequel, became
the general mart of their Eaftern com-
- merce.

In 1542, many years fubfequent to
this, the Portuguefe being driven by ad-
" verfe winds, into unknown feas, difcovered
' the important ifland of Japan. One of their
veflels was ‘accidentally thrown upon its
fhores, and in fo wretched and helplefs a
condition, that the natives with impunity
might have feized upon both mariners
and fhip; but humanity and hofpitality
reigned amongft them : they yielded their
affiftance to the unfortunate with alacrity
and chearfulnefs ; and, in a fhort time,

enabled
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enabled the Portuguefe to retyrn to their
homies, filled with admiration at the re-
ception they had met with. An account
of this occurrence being fpeedily com-
municated to the government at Goa,
adventurers of all denominations crowded
to the fhips, .which were immediately
deftined to tranfport a colony to Japan,
-and the profit of their firft voyage amply
repaid them for the rifque and the expen-
ces of the enterprife.

- 'With advantages like thefe, the avarice
. and ambition of the Portuguefe might
certainly have been fatisfied. They were
mafters of the gulphs and coafts of Perfia
and Arabia, and of the two Peninfulas of
India. They poffefled the iflands of Cey-
lon, Sunds, and Molucca, while their
fettlement at Macao infured to them the
commerce of China and Japan. Throughe
out this immenfe tra@, the will of the
Portuguefe was the fupreme law ; earth

and
I
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and fea acknowledged their fovereignty.
Even Africa afforded them an empire, of
which Mozambique was the center. '

But luxury and effeminacy had uns-
ftrung the nerves of the defcendants of
the conquerors of the Eafty Diffipation
and extortion had rendered -them deteft-
able amongft the natives, over whom they
tyrannized. Religion bathed its hands
in the blood of all who were unfriended
and unproteGed ; and the name even of
juftice had vanifhed from the land. Thus
- abhorred in every part, and wicked, with-
out {pirit to defend their wickednefs, 2
combination was formed againft them.
'The different powers of India leagued, as
in a common caufe, againft fuch monfters
of inhumanity} and in that fituation held
them, when the Dutch began to fhew

themfelves in the feas and on the continent
of Afia.

Philip
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Philip the Second of Spain, in the year
1594, having annexed to his already-con-
fiderable dominions the extenfive country
of Portugal, and thereby becoming mafter
of the fources whence Europe was fup-
plied with wealth, namely, America and
. the Eaft, vainly flattered himfelf with the
hope of preventing the other nations of
Europe from .partaking of the treafure.
‘The Dutch, in particular, he determined
to exclude. Ieagued in defence of their
religious and -political rights, and embol-
dened by the fuccefs with which they
<had almoft miraculoufly been crowned,
the Low Countries at this time had de-
"clared their independency. - England and
France, either openly or in fecret, had
granted them the affiftance they flood in |
need of ; and, in fa&, had aCkﬂowlédgcd
them the free and independent provinces
of the Netherlands.

Philip,
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Philip, fm-arting from the failure of
every {yftem of coercion he had adopted,
and peculiarly diftrefled at hishereditary pa- -
trimony being thus difmembered from the
Spanith monarchy, turned the whole bent
of his unrelenting temper towardsthe ruin
of a people; whom his barbarous policy
and rigour had not been able to fubdue.
To this end he forbad an intercourfe be-
twixt Holland and the Portuguefe.

Deeply engaged in a commerce which
had been reciprocally advantageous, {o
fudden a flop to its contipuance was
unexpefted and diftrefling. In punith-
ing the Low Countries, Philip unde-
fignedly involved his new kingdom in
its ruin. Holland rofe from the tempo-
rary loffes it fuftained; but Portugal,’
from this intemper'xte exertion of the
power ¢ of its prmce, never recovered the
blow which it received. Deprived of the
chaune,l which had heretofore fupplied

C them"
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them with the luxuries of the Eaft, the
Dutch determined to feck them at the
fountain-head ; and to this end fitted out
two {mall fleets, which, failing in dif-
ferent years, returned with fuch unequi-
vocal préofs of the advantages of the
fcheme, that the States-General united
the feveral focieties into one in 1602,
_under the name of the Eaft-India Com-

pany.

This company was invefted with au-
thority to make peace or war with the
Eaftern princes, to eret forts, chufe their
own governors, maintain garrifons, and
nominate officers for the conduét of the
police and the adminiftration of juftice ;
and in reality, according to fome hifto-
rians, having no parallel in antiquity, was
the pattern of all fucceeding focieties of
the fame kind, and commenced with ex-
traordinary advantages.

Admiral
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Admiral Warwick, foon after the in-
corporation of the Company, received the
command of a confiderable {quadron, with
which he proceeded to the Eaft; and
there, having pitched upon the ifland of
Java, he erected a fort and feveral facto-
ries, for the purpofe of trade. He like- -
wife conciliated to himfelf the friendfhip
- of fome of the moft confiderable poten-
tates of Hindoftan.

Abhorred as the Portuguefe were by
their fubjets in the Eaft, the Dutch had
no difficulty in acquiring an afcendancy
over them in the good opinion of the na- -
" tives ; but the internal ability of the firft
difcoverers was ftill confiderable. More-
over, they had the advantage of refources,
for which the Dutch had obftinately to
fight. Transferred from the fovereign to
the fubje&, a violent animofity had taken
place between thefe nations. Portugal
began to contend, as if the had originally

Ca2 been
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~ been concerned in the tranfations of
Spain with the United Provinces; and
the Dutch, exafperated at her condud,
threatened a revenge that fhould punith
her for her interference. A bloody war
in confequence enfued, and ended in the

everthrow of the Portuguefe in India.

In the yea;' 1624, the Hollanders being
invited to the ifland of Formofa, there
formed a fettlement, which fpeedily arofe
to a great degree of opulence; and fome
time after made their firft voyages to
Japan, where the fame rancorous hatred
prevailed againft the Portuguefe that
reigned almoft indifcriminately thi‘ough-
out the Eaft. Pliant, wary, and atten-
tive to their own interefts, the Dutch
readily liftened to overtures which were
made them by the Japanefe. They repre-
fented the Portuguefe as the moft aban-
doned and . profligate of men. The en-
mity of the Japanefe towards them they

» .. cotn~
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commended in terms calculated to fhew
the warmth and difintereftednefs of their
zeal ; but their views they undeviatingly
kept fixed upon the acquiﬁtioti of an efta-
blithment, which, with all their art, they
- never were able to accomplith. At firft,
indeed, having affifted the Japanefe, not
only with arms and ammunition, but with
the aid of their troops, againft the un-
happy Chriftians of the ifland, they ac-
quired a degree of credit and reputation
which gave them a tolerable footing ; but
that was only of momentary continu-
ance. Three years had fcarce elapfed,
when they were reduced to the loweft
extremity of humiliation and contem'pt?
The Japanefe confined them to the li-
mits of an inconfiderable iflot: where
ftripping them of their rudder, toge-
ther with their guns, and every kind of
offenfive weapon, they enjoined them the

perpetration of an a&,  which ftaggers

almoft the power of belief. ‘This was to

abjure the principles of the Chriftian faith;
| C3 and,

<
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and, as a proof of their apoftacy, to tram=
ple over, and deride a reprefentation of
the crucifix of their Saviour. How far
neceflity might have pleaded for their ac-
quiefcence in {o horrible a fentence, when
it was firft propounded, is a difcuffion
from which charity prompts us to for-
bear ; but thai, from a principle of ava-
rice, they fhould afterwards perfevere in
it, 1s a depravity of that execrable com-
plexion, which fhocks eve£y principle of
reafon and humanity. Such, however,

was their prattice at the period we are
reviewing, and fuch it is at this moment,

if travellers are to be credited.

L]

. Great as their difappointment unquef-
tionably was in being excluded from an
mfluence in the government of Japan,
the Dutch had yet other refources, which
opened to them a vaft and inexhauftible
fource of wealth. Thefe were the iflands
of Molucca, which they wrefted from the

Por-
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Portuguefe in 1627; befides the iflands
of Celebes, Timor, and a communication

which they opened with Borneo, one of

the largeft, and then, indeed, generally

~ fuppofed, the largeft ifland in the world. .
Nor were they inattentive to parts which
were fituated at a greater diftance : fettle-
ments were formed on Sumatra, an ifland
abounding with gold, tin, and pepper ;
but not very well known excepting on its
coafts. A trade was alfo eftablifhed at
Siam, and fteps were taken for the reduc-
tion of Malacca. ‘

Malacca, as we have already reprefented,
was the moft confiderable commercial town
in the Eaft ; but being regularly befieged,,
and the approaches vigoroufly fupported,
it was at length carried by ftorm, and de-
livered over to the pillage of the conque-
rors. ‘The Dutch being thus mafters of
Malacca, they -wifely drew into their

power a commandof the two only ftreights,
C4 which -
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which were then known for the admiffion
of Europeans into the Eaftern feas of
China and Japan. Batavia, at the extre-
mity of Java, gualrded' the fireigths of
Sunda; and Malacca poflefled the exclufive
navigation of a channel, on the thores of
which it was fo admirably placed, and

from whence it derived its appellation.

Not fatisfied, however, with acqui-
fitions fuch as thefe, they turned their
thoughts towards the ifland of Ceylon,
which hath formerly been mentiohed,
and which they conquered after feveral
engagements with the Portuguefe in
1658. ‘This was their great obje&, and

"that which coft them their deareft blood.

Poffefled ' thus of the Moluccas, from

whence cloves, mace, and nutmegs are

derived, and of the beautiful and exten-
five country of Ceylon, which yields the
ﬁnef’c cinnamon in the world, the Dutch .
fecured to themfelves a trade, which hath
ever
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ever fince proved to them a mine of un-
failing and fubftantial riches.

Their fettlements, indeed, on the coaft
~ of Coromandel, viz. Negapatnam, taken
_from the Portuguefe in 1658, Sadrafpat-

nam, Pullicat, and Bimlipatnam, are all
“of but inconfiderable emolument to the
Company ; noris it probable that theirtrade
on the Malabar fide of India is much more
advantageous. Be this as it may, in the
height of their fuccefs, they began a fet-
tlement at the Cape of Good Hope; a
place fo advantageoufly fituated for thips
in their voyages to and from the Eaft In-
dies, and aboutiding-fo plentifully in every
kind of animal and vegetable refrefhment,
“that it may with juftice be looked upon
as of univerfal benefit to the commerce of

mankind.

The territory adjoining to the Cape, at
the extremity of Africa, was originally
PUI'-,
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purchafed from the Hottentots at a very
inconfiderable price; and fo mild and in-
offenfive have that extraordinary race of
people been found, that many families of
Dutch planters have fettled themfelves
five or fix hundred miles in the interior
parts, without any other defence than
the known gentlenefs and humanity of
the natives. The climate of the Cape
town, though as variable perhaps as any
on the globe, is yet temperate and
pure; and the vegetables, fruits, and
every fpecies of provifion, which it luxu-
riantly provides, are in no country to be
furpaffed. ‘Thefe unufual bleflings of na-
ture have made the Cape the general
refort of thips of all nations employed in
the Indian commerce. Proceeding to
India, they pafs the promontory of Good
Hope, and harbour in fafety in Falfe Bay ;
and on their return from that country
repafs it, and anchor in Table Bay. In
truth, fo happily fituated is the Cape,

that
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that no place could afford fo many requi-

fites for a great and commercial city, were
“an univerfal traffic to India permitted.
. The Eaft, in fhort voyages, would pour
its riches into its lap ; Europe and Ame-.
rica would agﬁin purchafe Afiatic manu.-
fa&ure\s‘; and thus a conftant intercourfe
would be eftablithed with the different
qu;arters of the,world.

The Dutch, by the final deftrucion of
the Portuguefe confequence in Ceylon,

- having acquired a cé)mplete and decifive
afcendancy over them in every part of
Afia, cautioufly adhered to the firft views
which had led them to the Eaft ; and, in
a thort time, fo increafed the principal of
their original ftock, that the dividends
made by the proprietors exceeded the moit
fanguine expe&ations. - Nor did their go-
vernments in India, all fubordinate to a
governor-general and fuperior council of
‘Batavia, relax in the leaft from their laud-
- | able
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able inflitutions. Batavia kept a clofe
and watchful eye over their afions ; and,
though arbitrary in its decrees, flill kept
the property of its conftituents undiffi-
pated, and prevented the rife of private
fortunes, on the ruin of public welfare.

Could the Company have continued on
this folid and lafting bafis of good govern-
~ment in India, their profperity would have
bheen unrivalled, and their influence un-
controulable ; but an oppofition to their
power‘at an end, the ncvér-failing con-
comitant of riches found its way among(ft
them. Abufe glaringly pervaded every
branch of their adminiftration. The Com-
pany became negle&ted, as avaricious ad-
venturers were entrufted with employs ;
and a period was thereby put to a cdreer,
‘which, with proper management, might
have infured to the United Provinces an
irrefiftible afcendancy in the dominion of
the Eaft.

Thus
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Thus having gone through an account
of the eftablithments of the Portuguefe
and Dutch in the Eaft Indies 3 of the to-
tal ruin of the former, and of the evident
declenfion of the latter, although they fRill
poflefs the conquefts which they original-
ly made, we fhall next proceed to the
- French, who, in the feque!, will be found
to demand our peculiar attention.

The firft armament fitted out by France
for the Eaft Indies was in 1535 ; but the
officer unto whom it was entrufted meet-
ing with contrary winds, and a variety of
difafters, was driven to the neceflity of
returning, without having reached the
extremity of Africa. Nor did the French
entertain any farther thoughts of an Eaf-
tern commerce until the year 1601, when
two thips were fitted out by a fociety
formed at Bretagne ; but thefe, likewife,
~meeting with misfortunes, as well as

three other equally unimportant fleets
' that
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‘that were fitted out in the years 1616,
1619, and 1633, all hopes of it were
dropped, and nothing more was under-
taken till the year 1642, when a fociety
was formed to make a confiderable fettle-
ment on the ifland of Madagafcar. This
ifland had been frequently vifited by the
Europeans, who had navigated thofe feas
before the French, and by them had been
negleGted ; but the French expeétgd to
reap a harveft unthought of yet by 8thers.
The event was unpropitious to their hopes.
Their capital was expended in the under-
taking, without one fingle advantage ac-
cruing to them from it. At length, in
- 1664, in the reign of Lewis XIV..and un-
der the aufpices of Colbert, a company |
was created upon the model of the Dutch.
Still, however, they perfevered in form-
ing an eftablithment at Madagafcar, and
ftill encountered difficulties which bafHled
all their fchemes. The refult was, the
lofs of a confiderable part of their ftock,
* and
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and the total relinquithment of a-plan,
which it was impofiible to accomplith.

Following the fteps, therefore, of the
other powers of Europe, they failed di-
retly to the Eaft, and there procured the
privilege from the natives of ereding fac-
tories for the protetion of their trade. Su-
rat was the place pitched upon for the cen=
ter of their government; but the fhores
of Guzarat were not looked upon as the
moft eligible fituation. Trincomallee, one
of the fineft harbours in the world, and
- formed at the Northern extremity of Cey-
lon, was judicioufly preferred ; but there
the Dutch were jealous of a neighbour.
The French were accordingly repulfed in
an attempt they made upon that place. -
Nor were they more fortunate in endea~
vouring to keep pofleffion of St. Thomé, .
on the Coromandel coaft, which they had
wrefted from the Portuguefe. The re-
mains of their forces, however, enabled

4 ' them.
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them to people the little town of Pondi-
cherry, which they had recently acquired
from one of the princes of the country.

Driven from the obje&ts which thus
primarily ‘occupied their attention, the
French next attempted to form fettle-
ments at Siam, Tonquin and Cochin Chi-
na; but in every trial, either from ill ma-
nagément, or from fome other caufe, they
met with the moft fingular and unexpe&-
ed oppofition to their interefts, Neither
could they return to Surat, where they
had contralted debts which they were
neither willing nor able to dif'charge.
Pondicherry, therefore, became the only
eftablithment which eventually could be
of fervice to them ; but this alfo was
taken from them by the Dutch; nor was
it reftored until the peace of Ryfwick.

" From this period, therefore, till the
year 1714, the French acquired no foot-
ing
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ing whatfoever in the Eaft. The Com«
pany in Europe difpofed of their exclufive
charter to a few merchants upon very mo-
derate and reafonable terms ; nor did the
purchafers profit by it, although their fyf-
~ tem was confined to trade. Notwithftand-
ing all thefe accidents, and the impove-
rifhed ftate of their finances, the Company
~again folicited and obtained a charter for
ten years. Their profpefts now, indeed,
began to brighten in the Eaft. The cabi-
net of Verfailles wifely granted them ef-
fectual fupport; and the governor whom
they appointed, faithfully and profitably-
difcharged the duties of his truft.

Anterior to the time of which we are
now treating, the ifland of Bourbon, ori-
ginally difcovered by the Portuguefe,
ferved as a place of afylum for fome
Frenchmen who had been 'part of the
colony fettled at Madagafcar; this was
in 1665 : but Bourbon affording no

D thelter,
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thelter whatever for a fleet, the Compa-
ny determined to take advantage of the
neighbouring ifland of Mauritius, and
there éftablithed a colony in 1720. The
ifles of France, as they are in general cal-
led, have univeifally been confidered as
one of the greateft acquifitions that hath
been made by any European power in In-
dia. They are looked upon as an admira-
ble nurfery for troops ; and to be fo for-
_tunately fituated, as to infure to the pof-
feflors not only excellent harbours for
their thipping, but likewife abundance of
conveniences for magazines, and all other
kinds of military purpofes. But may it
not with propriety be afked, if India is
the field of attion, why keep the power
of the fword at fo confiderable a diftance ?
Mauritius from Hindoftan is at leaft a
two-months voyage. Neither is its cli-
mate in any refpe¢t more falubrious than
that of India. Moreover, the expences
attendant upon it 4re unavoidably great ;

nor
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nor is there any one fingle article which
it produces that can poffibly reimburfe
* the charges it muft neceflarily occa-
fion. Had it been conceived of impor-
tance, the Portuguefe or Dutch would
undoubtedly have kept it in the days of
their profperity in the Eaft; but they
looked upon it as unworthy of their no-
tice. ‘Their power they thought of more
utility when ready on the fpot ; and, per-
haps, it had been better for the French
if they had followed their example.

From th¢ year 143§, therefore, when
La Bourdonnois was fent to the govern-
ment of the French iflands, the affairs of
the French became fo intimately blended
with thofe of the Englith, that we fhall
defer a con‘tiﬁua_n(:e of our narrative of the
French tranfa&ions, until we fhall have
briefly related fome of thofe of the Eng-
lifh, prior to the commencement of their
rivalthip with the French in India. '

D2 BOOK
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B O O K IL

IT is a matter that would be of no ma-
terial confequence to our prefent purpofc;
to inveftigate the caufes which actuated
the firft adventurers among the Englith,
or to follow them, ftep by ftep, in the ma-
ny voyages they undertook in the fifteenth
c'entury. Suffice it to obferve, that at
that period they began to build their own
thips ; that they were the only perfons
who trjaded to Mufcovy by the way of
Archangel ; that they carried on a trade
with Turkey ; that they made many at~
tempts to difcover a paffage to India by
the Northern feas; and at length, that
Drake, Stevens, Cavendith, and fome
others, reached that place, fome by the
South Sea, and others by doubling the
Cape of Good Hope.

The
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The fuccefs of thefe voyages was f{uffi-
cient to determine fome confiderable mers
chants in London to eftablith a Company
in the year 1600, which obtained an ex-
clufive privilege of trading to the Eaft In-
dies. As in all undertakings the fears of
the majority of mankind preponderate
over their hopes, fo on the formation of
this Company, the apprehenfion of long
voyages and of uncertain returns made the
fubfcription lefs than the exigencies of
the plan feemed indifpenfably to require.
The unneceflary expences of the fleet
likewife diffipated a fum, which thould
have been appropriated to trade. in fhort,
the defe&ts of the inftitution were fo pal-
pable, that nothing but a moft' fortunate
concurrence of events could have rendered
it either of advantage to individuals, or
of credit to the community at large.

Defirous of forming fome fettlements
in India to perpetuate the advantages
' D3 which
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which their firft returns gave them rea-
{on to expe@, they embraced the moft
early opportunity of gaining the permifs
fion of the natives for {o defirable an end.
They did not endeavour to eftablith them-
felves by conquefts : their expeditions
were nothing more than the enterprifes
of humane and equitablc traders. They
made themfelves beloved; yet they were
enabled to ere® but few fattories, and
thofe-even fuch as could not refift the at-
tacks of their rivals, who were formida-
ble, and who were in poffeflion of large

provinces, well fortified places, and good
harbours.

- By their activity, perfeverance, and jue
dicious chaice of officers, they, however,
fOOI’l ereed forts, and founded colonies

in fome of the Eaftern iflands, and there-
| by fhared in the {pice _tr:;dc with the
Dutch. ‘This nation, who had already
driven the Portuguefe from the Spice

iflands,
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iflands, determined not to fuffer a people
to fettle there, whofe maritime forge, cha-
ra&ter and government would make them
moft dangerous rivals. Every expedient
was therefore tried to difpoflefs them;
craft and treachery fucceeded open via-
lence, and, in fhort, all India became a
fcene of the moft bloody and obftinate ens
terprizes from this commercial jealoufy.
Equal courage appeared on either fide,
but there was a difparity in their forces ;
and the Englith were on the point of
finking, when fome moderate people in
Europe adopted a plan, which, for the
time, accommodated their differences, and
gave the produce of fome of the iflands
to the nations in common.

This extraordinary convention, how-
ever, met with the fate which might have
been expe@ed from it. The Dutch, when
informed of it in India, fhook off the
thackles that were thus impofed upon

D4 their
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their iniquitous dealings by their confti-
tuents, and contumacioufly exerted all
their powers to render it abortive. One
inftance of which is fufficient to fhew .the
{pirit with which all the reft were ac-
complithed. This was the maflacre at
Amboyna ; a thocking ftain in the annals
of a civilized nation, and one which it

will never be able to expunge !

Though in one part unfuccefsful, the
Englith were yet more fortunate in others.
Faltories were foon eftablithed at Mazu-
lipatam, Calicut, and feveral other ports,
and even at Dehli; and in the year 1612,
after hard ftruggles with the Portuguefe,
they at length eftablithed themfelves at
‘Surat. Nor were they inattentive to the
trade of Perfia; for having joined their
forces to thofe of Shaw-Abbas the Great,
they drove the Portuguefe out of -Ormus
in 1622 ; and, in return-, had an exqmi)-
tion granted them by Shaw-Abbas of all
| duties
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duties on fuch goods as they might im-
port at Bunder Abaffi, the harbour of

Gombroon.

The more fortunate the Dutch were,
in their commercial dealings with the na-
tives of Hindoftan, the more alive were
their apprehenfions on the fcore of intereft.
The fmalleft profpet of advantage which
the Englith acquired, attrated the jealoufy
of thefe Republicans. Though mafters
of the fpice trade, they yet could nof view
~the tranfattions in the gulph of Perfia
without manifeft tokens of difpleafure.
A frefh competition accordingly began,
and continued with a virulence and ani- -
mofity that threatened ruin in its con-

fequencees.

Involved in a complication of diftrefs,
and drooping under the preflure of civil
and religious difcord, which then un.hap-
pily tainted the very vitals of the Englith.

con-
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conftitution, the fervants of the Com-
pany could exert bat feeble efforts in
fupport of the pretenfions which they
claimed to the commerce of the Eaft.
Public misfortune overwhelmed the {mall
fpark of induftry which was left. Traffic
fled to countries lefs fanatical and dif-
trated. The India Company fuffered in
the general wreck, and in that fituation
was feen proftrate ; when defperate poli-
tics led an infatuated people to the unpa-
rallelled a& of fhedding the bload of theis
mifguided fovereign,

Cromwell, great and decifive in all his
undertakings, had long been difpleafed
with the condu& of the Hollanders; havs’
ing foon, therefore, found reafons to pro-
ceed offenfively againft them, he: did not
delay a declaration of war, A pacifica-
tion, however, thostly took place. The
maflfacre at Amboyna was difavowed.
'He procured an indemnification for the
2 ~ defcen-

/
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defcendants of the unhappy vi&ims who
_perithed in that dreadful tranfaction, and
then renewed the privileges of the Englith
Company, anno 1657. '

Thus fupported at home, their fuccefs
abroad became confiderable ; and nothing
was wanting, according to the notion of
thofe days, to compleat their fuccefs, but
an entrance into Japan, which they at-
tempted. Here, however, they failed.
‘The Dutch had told the Japanefe, that
the king of the New Comers had married
a daughter of the king of the Portuguefe,
a nation which they abhorred; and ad-
mittance in confequence was refufed to

the Englifh.

Severe as this difappointment was to
the Company, they yet found themfelves
rifing from a ftate of indigence, to one of
affluence and credit. Their dividends in-
creafed confiderably, ‘and every thing pro-

mifed
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mifed fair for a continuance of fuccefs ;
but their progrefs was too rapid to be re-
garded without envy, and without a gene-
ral defire for a participation of the benefits
they poflefled. A new body ftarted up'in
oppofition ; and in confequencé of a fum
of money, a bribe, which Charles the

‘Second was never able to withftand, they

procured from him a charter, invefting
them with powers fimilar to thofe which

_had been granted by his predeceflors, ex-

clufively to the old fociety at its inftitu-
tion. |

A competition of this nature could not
be otherwife than replete with the moft
fatal confequences. The two _companics(
becoming enemies to each other, carried
on their difputes with a fpirit of rancour
and animofity, which fpeedily lowered
them in the opinion of the people of Afia.
Thefe diffentions were not confined to
India only, they feized the minds of men
in
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in Europe. At laft, the two focieties
made advances towards a reconciliation,
and united their funds in 1502. From
this period the affairs of the Company
were carried on with greater proprxety,

prudence, and dignity.

From this ra, therefore, until the year
1744, when a new war was kindled be-
tween France and England, nothing of
any material confequence happened in the
Eaft. ‘Then, indeed, the moft diftant
corners of the globe beheld the amazing
ftruggles of thefe rival nations. India, in:
particular, became the theatre of a long
and bloody war ; the confequences of
which form the immediate objet of our

prefent enquiry.

In treating of the affairs of the Carnatic,
- with which we fhall begin, it might be
fufficient to commence at that period
when the prefent Nabob, Mahomet-Ally-

Cawn,
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Cawn, afcended the Mufnud of that coun-
try ; but as fome few circumftances of
moment immediately preceded his accef-
fion to the government, we fhall briefly
ebferve, that on the death of Subdter-Ally-
Cawn, reigning Nabob of Arcot (mur-
dered moft treacheroufly by Moortiz-Ally-
Cawn, Kellidar of Vellore, his own near
relation ;) Coja-Abdulla-Cawn was ap-
pointed by Nizam-Ul-Mulc, who came
into the Carnatic immediately on that
event, to fucceed him in that govern-
ment ; but he being alfo carried off in an
apople&tic fit the day after his inveftiture,
~ (though a year and a half had elapfed from
his nomination) a new appointment took
place in favour of Anawer-Odean-Cawn,
the father of the prefent Nabob, and at
that time Nabob of Hydrabad.

~ 'The inhabitants of the province of Ar-
¢ot having for -years been -accuftomed to
the government of the family of Subdter-

Ally-
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Ally-Cawn, were diffatisfied on hearing
of the appointment of Anawer-Odean-
Cawn ; and the more efpecially, as a fonl
of Subdter-Ally-Cawn, a minor, was theu
living., Petitions and remonftrances ac-
cordingly flew in from all quarters to the
Soubahdar, who, to appeafe the ill hu-
mour of the people, annulled the appoint-

~ment of Anawer-Odean-Cawn ; leaving
him, however, in fa&, the fole executive
and deliberative authorit);, as regent of the
province, and guardian of the young Siyed-
Mahomed-Cawn, (the infant fon) whom
he proclaimed governor of the Phoufdary
of Arcot *.

* Mr. Orme, and other writers, who are in general
followed in the text, have been mifled in their accounts
of this event. Anawer-Odean-Cawn’s appointment
was never annulled; nor was Siyed-Mahomed-Cawn
ever proclaimed the governor of Arcot. The fa& is,
Nizam-Ul-Mulc, on appointing Anawer-Odean-Cawn
his deputy in the Carnatic, confided to him at the fame
" time, the perfon, family, and Jagheirs of Siyed-Ma-
homed-Cawn. A revocation of Anawer’s commiffion
never took place,

Fate,
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Fate, however, feemed determined to
uphold a fanguinary warfare with the
whole race of Subdter-Ally-Cawn. Affaf-
finations ftill were prevalent in Hindoftan.
‘The horror and obloquy which, in other
countries, are attendant upon fo daftardly
a blow, were here forgotten in the fre-
quency of the act; nor did the death of
the young Siyed, butchered fhortly after
at an entertainment of one of his friends,
affe®, more than momentarily, the
minds even of thofe whofe voices had

been loud in foliciting his appointment to
the Soubahdary. '

Sufpicion, however, was not ‘idle in her
conjectures; and the guilt was alternately
placed upon' Moortiz-Ally-Cawn, whom
we have before mentioned, and upon An-
awer-Odean-Cawn. On the former, from
his bad chara&er, his fudden flight from
Arcot, where the murder was committed,
to his own fortrefs of Vellore, and from

his
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his avowed ambitious defign of rifing to
the Mufnud; and on the latter, from the

certainty it gave him of a permanency in
the Nabobfhip.

A deed fo atrocious long remained in
doubt ; but late difcoveries have indifpu-
tably proved, that the Patan captain, and
his followers, who perpetrated the deed,
‘were inftigated by no other motives than
thofe of immediate perfonal revenge.

In this manner ftood the governments
of the Soubahdary of the Decan. Nizam-
Ul-Mulc poffeffed the fupreme authority,
as viceroy of the emperor of Hindoftan ;
and Anawer-Odean-Cawn ruled over the
province of Arcot as his deputy.

Long diftraled by inteftine faltions,
the extenfive empire of the Moguls was at
this time haftening, with the quickeft im-
~petuofity, to that point of declenfion from
' E whence
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whence it was never more to rife. ‘The
foundation of fo mighty a ftructure being
fapped, every day faw fome part or other
crumbling to deftructicn.. Already had
~ the Soubahdars fhook off their allegiance
to their fovereign (the Mogul) in every
~ thing but form ; it remained, therefore,
for the Nabobs fimply to follow the paths
fo fuccefsfully trodden by their fuperiors.
One innovation in a fyftem is quickly
fucceeded by another; nor does the evil
_ ftop, until the whole fabric is involved in

one general ruin.

. Nizam-Ul-Mulc, fome time before the
peried at which we are now arrived, faw
clearlfy the independent views of the Na-
bobs of Arcot. 'They had long withheld
the revenue which, according to the con-
fitution of the empire,. fhould have come
into his treafury supor had he a prdfpe&
of their ever returiing to their duty, while
a long-cﬁabh{hed family, fuch as that' of

Subdter
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Subdter-Ally-Cawn, remained in poffeffion
of the government.

A ferious enmity had on this account
fubfifted for years between the two Dur-
bars; nor did Nizam-Ul-Mule refrain
altogether from coercive meafures. His
army he frequently ordered into the field ;
and. the bordering Mahrattoes, ‘through
his means, as regularly rufhed into the
Carnatic, and thereby difturbed the peace -
of the government of Subdter-Ally.

At the acceffion of Anawer-Odean-Cawn
to the Mufnud of Arcot, Huffain-Doaft
Cawn, commonly called Chunda-Saheb,
‘a foldier of reputétion and of fortune, who
had got pofieflion. of Trichinopoly by
treachery fome years before, and who
afterwards cut a confpicuous figure in the
tranfaions on the eoaft of Coromandel,
was a ftate prifoner at Satarrah, the capital
of the Mahrattah'empire, whither he had
o E 2 been
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been carried by Morarirow, who had difpof-
fefled him of Trichinopoly, after a long
and bloody fiege. ‘

The origin of the Mahrattahs, and the
particulars of their ftory, fhall be fully
detailed hcrgaftcr.' Suffice it here, that
the chout or tribute which they demand
of the different potentates of Hindoftan,
has been arbitrarily eftablithed by them-
felves, and fixed as a permanent annual
tribute. ‘This they frequently, from de-
fign, allow to run in arrear, and thereby
keep up an ungenntted claim, which they
urge; as thei‘r: pecémtie;s or circumftances
happen to reqt-ire When they are, there-
fore, brought to dernaud this chout they
are never fatisfied, as naturally may be
fuppofed, with the fum which is fimply
owing to thern by-the province. They
know full well that th‘ey‘ Cﬁn acquire
it only through the medlum of fear;
and, therefore, thh fword m hand

‘ - and
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and attended by fire and devaftation, they
Ievy fuch contribution, on both prince and
country, as their unbounded rapacity leads
them to defire. More of this, however, in
the fequel.

" Some time before the appointment of
Anawer-Odean-Cawn, the French and
the Englifh had committed many a&s of
hoftility againft each other in the Eaft
Indies. Both nations had fquadrons in
thofe feas. Pondicherry had been ineffec-
tually befieged by Admiral Bofcawen on
the one fide, and Madras had been taken
in 1446 by Monf. La Bourdannois, whom
we have already mentioned, on the other.
How far rumour 1s to be depended on, it
is not our province to detéermine; but thus
far the French declare, that until the
taking of Madras, Anawer-Odean-Cawn,
agreeably to the true {pirit of Afiatic po-
litics, wavered between the contending
powers. - However this may be, it is cer-
E 3 tain
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tain that he foon became more decided,
- and took a fteady line in favour of the
Englifh : that he affifted them with troops
againft the French; and that his eldeft
fon, Mauphuz-Cawn, attacked the French

. forces at Madras, and at St. Thomé, du-
ring the fiege of Madras, although he

came off with ferious loffes in both engage-

ments.

_Duple‘ix, who was at this time in the
govzrnment of Pondicherry, and who had
long ftudied the charaéters of the different
courts of Hindoftan, their intrigues and
their various interefts, was the firft man
of the two European nations, who con-
ceived hopes of extending the advantage
of his employers, by taking a lead in the
politics of the country. By clofe atten-
tion, he had acquired fo perfect a know-
ledge of all their views and conneétions,
that he was convinced it would be in his
powef, with the aid of the troops which

had
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had been brought to Pondicherry in the
courfe of the war, to attain at leaft a prin-
cipal influence in the affairs of the De~
can ;—very poffibly to manage them as he
pleafed. His daring fpirit, which promp-
ted him to great attempts, gave additional
firength to thefe refletions ; and an op~
portunity foon offered for carrymg his
projet into execution.

The politic Nizam-Ul-Mulc, Soubahdar
of the Decan, was now no more™, His
prudence and talents had kept that part of

» Tlns prince was defcended from a noblé family of
Samarcund. He was appointed to the viceroyalty of
the Decan in the year 1713. The Soubahdaries of
Malws, Owd, Bijapore, and Decan, had been at different
periods invefted in his Predeceffors. He himfelf was atv -
one time poffefled of the high office of Vizier of the
empire, together with the governments of Decan, Gud
" zarat, and Malwa. Nadir Shaw, on his conqueft of
Hindoftan, manifefted a peculiar attachment to him;
and appointed him, in addition to his other dignities,
to the office of Ummear-Ul-Umrah, or captain general
of the Imperial armies. He died in the yoar of the
Higeira 1161 or 1748. ’ '

E4 India,
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India, over which he ruled, in aflourithing
ftate. It was now doomed to experience
all the horrors and mifery of civil war.'
On the death of this great prince, his
eldeft fon, Gazoe-Deen-Cawn, was at
Dehli, where, in addition to his appoint-
- ment of commander in chief of the Mo-
gul’s army, he held fome of the firft
civil offices of the empire. His abfence,
however, was produtive of the moft dread-
ful calamities to his country. Though
known to be appointed fucceflor to his
father, at the fame time that he held the
whole executive authority of his fovereign.
in his hands, yet fo infatuated were his
pwn brother and his nephew with the
wild fuggeftions of ambition, that, neg-
le@tful of his right, and inattentive to-
their own fafety, they fet up claims of
fovereignty in the Decan, and rebellioufly
difputed the government of a country, in
which they could be confidered in no other-
light than that of fubje&s to one and

the fame mafter.
' ‘ From
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 From this contention, therefore, Du-
. pleix expe&ted to reap the ampleft harveft.
Either party he was covinced would
gladly embrace an ofter of European af-
fiftance; nor was he without hopes,
that, in the end, fome happy exertion,
might throw the whole coaft of Coro-
mandel under the control of the French

government.

Muzzuffer-Jung, the nephew, at this
time joined by Chunda-Saheb, who had
been reftored to his liberty, implored the
affiftance of the French ; and, in return,
promifed Dupleix every thing that the
~ moft ardent ambition could defire. Nei-
ther was Dulpleix ‘backward in compli-
ance. It was a point of no confideration .
with him, which of the competitors was
right. His aim was dominion; and by
whatever mode acquired, it was alike in-
different, fo that his darling purpofe was
ultimately anfwered. In the courfeof the

' agree-
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agreement finally determined on between
thefe daring men, the province of Arcot
was allotted to Chunda-SaheB, their mu-
tual friend, with the title of Nabob; and
faneds were accordingly granted him by
Muzzuffer- Jung, with all the form and
official ftamp of the Soubahdary of the
Decan: :

Anawer-Odean-Cawn, peaceably in pof-
feflion of a government to which he had
been legally appointed by Nizam-Ul-Mulc,
was aflonithed at the appearance of a com-
petitor ; and one with no better preten-
fions than the nomination of an ufurper,
as yet even unfettled himfelf in the authos
‘rity to which he rebellioufly afpired.
The juftice of his caufe did not, however,
" make Anawer-Odean-Cawn inattentive to
thofe means which alone could fecure
him againft the combination of his ene-
mies. From the favours which he had

already conferred upon the Englith, he
had
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had goud reafon to fuppofe they would
not refufe him their warmeft afliftance.
Nor was he fo bad a politician as not
to perceive, that [clf-prefervation alous
would naturally incline them to join in
a caufe, with which their own fafety was
materially conne&ed. The event an{fwered
his expectations. -

Thus was there an aliance formed by
him and the Englith againft Muzzaffer-
Jung; nominal Soubahdar of the Decan,
Chunda-Saheb, nominal Nabob of Arcot,‘
and the French, under the government of
Dupleix. ‘

Nafir-Jung, fecond fon of the de-
ceafed Nizam-Ul-Mulc, and brother of
Gazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn, was ftill at Aurun-
gabad, the capital of the Decan, endea--
vouring, in defiance of his brother’s right
- of primogeniture, and even of his fub-

2 fequent
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fequent appointment, to eftablifh himfelf
in the Soubahfhip of the Decan. His ad-
herents were ftill fuperior to thofe of
Muzzuffer- Jung *.

- Led ou by thefe motives, the objects of
contention with the different parties were -
certainly of thefirft magnitude. Each could
bring confiderable aid in fupport of his
caufe. Their powers were extenfive; and
the whole empire of Hindoftan was likely
to be agitated in the confli®. Nafir-Jung
and Muzzuffer-Jung, in rebellious oppo-
fitton to their lawful prince, ftruggled
againft each other for the Soubahdary of the

% Nafir-Jung had, during the life of his father, ma-
nifefted a like ambitious difpofition, Nizam-Ul-Mulc
had left him his naib, or deputy, during a vifit he had
made to Dehli. Nafir-Jung feized on the occafion,
and proclaimed himfelf independent. The old prince
was in confequence obliged to quit Dehli with preci-
pitation. He came up with his fon near Aurungabad,
and an engagement enfued. Nafir-Jung was defeated,
wounded in feveral places, and taken prifoner. This
happened in the 1154 of the Higeira, or 1741.

Decan.
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Decad - Anawer-Odean-Cawn and Chun-

Kb, for the Nabobthip of Arcot ;

and laﬂly, e Englith and the French,
for their vgry exiftence in the Eaft.

In a caufe of this nature, where fo
many paffions and fo many interefts were:
neceﬁanly combined, an ina&ive condu&
could not be long expected. Negociation
could yield nothing of fatisfaction to ei-
ther party. Their only alternatlve, theres
fore, was to take up arms,

To follow an .undilfciplined people
through fields of blood, is a tafk too un-
pleafant for the mind to dwell upon.
The mode of war in Hindoftan is too
generally known to need any pamcular

mentnon of i 1t on our part.

Fortune, long doubtful to which fide

fhe (hould lean, at length flattered the
Freuch
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French caufe with a profpe@ of fuccefs.
‘Their forces came off vickorious, after an
obftinate engagement on the Plains of
Amboof n 1749; in which Anawer-
Odean-Cawn was flain, and his eldeft
fon, Maphuz-Cawn, taken prifoner. This .
event, promifing as it appeared at firfl,
proved in the end to be of but little ad-

vantage to their affairs,

In the fcene of joy and exultation which
 this vi€ory occafioned in the allied army of .
France, and of terror and difmay which
it as inftantaneoufly occafioned in that of
its opponents, Mahomet-Ally-Cawn, the
fecond fon' of Anawer-Gdean-Cawn, was
haftening to Trichinopoly. Efcaped from
the dangers which {urrounded him, this
young prince, immediately on the death
of his father, and the éapture of his elder
brother, fled from the field of battle with
the few followers who ftill ftood by bim,
and turned his thoughts to ward off the

im-
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impending ruin which threatened his do-

minions,

Naturally prompt, and determined in
his refolves, he hefitated not a moment
on the line it was moft advifeable for him
to take. He found the government of
Arcot unexpe&edly fallen into his hands.
The great men of his father’s court, who
had furvived the laft defeat, flocked to
his ftandard ; and, with thefe retainers,
but an almoft - exhaufted treafury, he
bdldly proclaimed his intention of con-
tinuing a war that had ‘been levied in

injuftice againf‘i{:is father.

Early taught to look upon the Englith
with a partial eye, Mahomet-Ally foon -
fent ambaffadors to acquaint them of his
acceffion to the Mufnud. - ‘He confirmed
to them all the privileges granted them
by his father; and without the {malleft '
hefitation, entered into a bond of amity
S and
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and alliance, that, on his part, hath con-

tinued ever fince moft inviolably facred.

Amid preteﬁﬁons fo vanable  and
diSJoxnted as were thofe of the French
party, it is not matter of furpnfc that
fudden jealoufies fthould arife, or that a
riiralry, highly detrimental to the gene-
" ral intereft, fhould enfue. Each aim-
'ing‘ at a particular obje&, which, when
attained, unlefs fubjetted implicitly to the
common caufe, would neceflarily involve
them in endlefs controverfy, difcord, and
difpute; while the Afiatic pride, awakened
by fuccefs, would ‘but ill brook with the
di@atorial fpirit of an European, fuch as
Dﬁpleix. In fhort, from whatever reafon
it might proceed, a reciprocal diftruft and
animofity fpeedily took place. Muzzuf-
fer- Jung, galled with the French yoke, or
tired of the vifionary fyftem he had adopt-
ed, fled to his uncle Nafir-Jung, whom

he at once publicly acknowledged to be
his

]
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his fuperior, and Soubahdar of the Decan,
while the French troops, accompanied, by
Chunda-Saheb, took a contrary rout, and
proceeded on their way to Pondicherry,

In this ftate of feparation, the aive
genius of Dupleix, as yet unwearied in its
exertions, fell upon a new, though dread-
ful expedient to accomplith its views}
this was by a daftardly  aflaffination, to
get the difpofal of the Soubahdary of the-
Decan into his own immediate power. The
bare recital of an a& of this atrocious dye,
~ is fully fufficient. The {cheme was artfully
laid, and Nafir Jung, in the midft of his .
camp, fell a facrifice to the machinations
of Dupleix, and to the treachery of his
own vaffals. ‘This happened the year
{ucceeding the death of Anawer-Qdean-
‘Cawn. - o

When affaffinations take place in Hin-
doftan, which for many centuries have

F been
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been fo common as in general to he little
noticed, it is not unufual to fee the heir
apparent mounting from a dungeon to the
Mufnud. This was the.cafe in the prefent,
inftance. Muzzuffer-Jung, who had ex-
peted treatment of a different nature from
that which he experienced, had been im-
mediately thrown into confinement on his
fubmiffion to Nafir-Jung; and in that
fituation was found, when he was refcued
from his fhackles, and proclaimed, by
the partizans of Dupleix, Soubahdar of
the Decan.

From whence this a& of kindnefs
could have proceeded in Dup’leix, after
the feparation of the French and Chunda-
Saheb’s interefts from thofe of Muzzuffer-
Jung, is a matter of conjeture that can-
not eafily be folved. Certain it is, how-
ever, that the Nabobs of Cudapah and
Canole, both of whom were Patans by

birth, and who, with Dupleix, had medi--

tated
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tated the. blow .againft Nafir-Jung’s life,
very early demanded of Muzzuffer- Jung
the rewards which had been promifed them
on the gcrpetration of the deed.

Rid of his immediate rival in Nafir-
Jung, and Gazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn being ftill
at Dehli, Muzzuffer- Jung no longer con«
fidered it as incumbent on him to abide
by the-agreements into which he had
entered ; - wherefore, affuming all the
dignity and arrogance of a fuperior lord,
he pofitively declined compliance with
their demands; but, at the fame time,

proffered them certain conditions, which

~ rather than return unrewarded, he imagi-
ned they would accept.

Of all the tribes of Hindoftan, the Pa-
tans are the moft daring and high fpirited.
Enthufiaftic in the principles of perfonal
courage and revenge, which they imbibé
in their earlieft infancy, they never forgive

‘ Fa ' an
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an injury. . Danger hath no' terrors to
‘men habituated to contemn it. Not even
the certainty - of death hath been ébl'c

to withhold their revenge, when they. |
have fancied their honour préméditate-
ly ftained. Unfortunately for Muzzuf- .
fer- Jung, the very men he had to
deal with” were of this dlfpoﬁtion. The
infult he had offered, aggravated by a
treacherous breach of promife, was more
than they could brook. They, therefore,
determined upon his fall; and accom-
plithed it ; having him affaffinated fhortly
after his acceflion *,

- No f(;oner, was the death of Muzzuffer-
Jung made known, than the different
powers of the French party were involved

" % The countries of Canole and Cudipah, not long
- after this, were conquered from the fucceflors of the
Patans; and, together with the province' of Serah,
were governed independently by the Mahrattah Mo-
rarirow, They now form part of the dominions of the
for of Hyder-Ally-Cawn,

4 . - in
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in confternation. He had-originally been
the prop of their ambition, and on him
were fixed their ultimate hopes and expe&ta-
tions: luckily, however, for their caufe, the
conduét of Monf{. Bufly, commander of the
French forces in the army of Muzzuffer-
Juhg, extricated them from the impending
ruin. _ ;

Roufed by the exigency of affairs, this
able man faw that nothing was to be
gained by ina&tivity. He . fummoned,
therefore, the. principal officers of the
army, bewailed with them the lofs which
they had fuftained; held out to them a .
picture of the fituation they were in, ex-
pofed from without to the depredations of
their enemies, and from within to all the
diftrattions of intrigue and powerful ca~
bal; and then, without leaving them time
for more temperate refle&tion, propofed to
them the raifing of Salabit-Jung, brother
to the late Nafir-Jung, to the Mufnud,

F 3 in
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in preference to the fon of Muzzuffer-
Jung, who was ftill an infant.

Salabit- Jung was accordingly declared
fucceffor to his nephew; and imme.
diately on his affumption of the reins
. of government, confirmed in the ampleft
~ manner to the French, the different grants
which had been made to them by his
predeceflors.

Fortune thus attending them in all
their fteps, the French rolled in a plenitude
of power. In the mean time the young Nas
bob of Arcot, Mahomet-Ally-ICawn, was
~ clofely confined to the walls of his fort of
Trichinopoly, difpoffeffed of every diftrict
in the Carnatic, and dependent upon no
other refources than the fortitude of his
own mind, and the affiftance of his friends
the Englifh,

-2 , ‘The
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The hiftory of the war on the coaft of
Coromandel hath already employed the
pens of eminent hiftorians. Exertions of
the greateft moment alternately appeared
in the operations of the European armies,
Viftory declared fometimes for the one,
and fometimes for the other; but, in the
event the Englith were the canquerors.
Succefs would not, however, have been
fo fluGtuating, had the Englith had more
troops, or the French better officers,

From the fituation of affairs, as. they
have been thus related, it foon became
evident to the difcerning parti"ofmankind, '
that the difturbances in Afia would never
' come to a conclufion, unlefs peace was firft
eftablithed in Europe; nor was it at the
fame time lefs to be apprehended, that the
flame, which had been confined to India
for feveral years, might fpread its baleful
influence farther. ‘The minifters of France
and England, however, obviated this dan-

F 4 - ger,
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ger, by enjoining the two companies to
fix on certain terms of agreement. They
made a conditional treaty ; which began
b}" {fufpending all hoftilities at the begin-
ning of the year 1755, and was to end
by eftablithing between them a perfe&t
equality of territory, of ftrength, and of
trade, on the coaft of Coromandel and .
Orixa. ‘This ftipulation had not yet re-
ceived the fantion of the courts of Lon-
don and Verfailles, when greater interefts
kindled a freth war between the two na-
tions. ‘The news of this reached the
Eaft, when the Englifh were engaged in
a very troublefome conteft with the Sou-
bahdar of Bengal. Had the French been
then in the fame ftate they were fome

. years before, ’ they would have united

their interefts with thofe of the natives.
Unluckily for them, they allowed them-

“{elves to be amufed, until the fuccefles of
. their rivals emboldened them to attack

and feize upon their capital fettlement of
Chan-
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Chandernagore. 'The taking of this place
was followed by the ruin of all the facto-
ries dependent on it ; and put the Eng-
lith in a condition to fend men, money, ’
provifions, and fhips to the coaft of Co-
romandel, where the French were juft
arrived with confiderable land and fea
forces.

. Before the commencement of this war,
the French Company, befides their terri-
“tories of Pondicherry and Karical, pof-
feffed, on the coaft of Coromandel and
Orixa, the five fertile provinces to the
northward of Madras, called the Nor-
thern’Circars. Dupleix had likewife been
appointed, by the ufurper of the Decan,
viceroy of the Carnatic, one of the moft
flourithing provinces of the Mogul empire.
One fixth part only of the revenues of
which was to be paid into the trea-
fury of Salabit-Jung, the nominal Sou-
bahdar of the Decan, and the reft to be
‘ the
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the property of the French Company
in perpetuity. -

< I the French miniftry, therefore, and
-the dire@ors of the French Company,
who alternately fupported and negleQted
their power in India, had but been capable
of a firm and fettled refolution,- the}*
might have fent orders to their agents
to give up all their remote conquefts, and
to keep to the important fettlement of the
"Casnatic. It was alone fufficient to give
the French a firm eftablithment,—a clofe
and contiguous ftate, a prodigious . quan-
tity of merchandife, provifions for their
fortified towns, and revenues capable of
maintaining a body eof troops, which
would have put them in a condition to
defy the j@:«iloufy of their neighbours,
and the hatred of their enemies. Unfor-
tunately for them, the court of Verfailles
ordered that the Carnatic fhould be given
'up Dupleix, the anly man who could
fupport
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fupport the interefts of his country, was
alfo difgracefully recalled, and another
appointed to condu® the Indian war,
whofe temper could never adapt itfelf to
circumftances. ‘This was Lally, the pri-
mary caufe of the declenfion of the
French interefts in India, of his own ruin,
and of that of his family. The evacuation
of Seringham, by his order, which. ifland
divides the Coleroon into two branches
near Trichinopoly, was a principal caufe
of the difafters that attended the war of
France with the Rajah of Tanjore. Ma-«
zulipatam and the Northern Circars were
loft by his giving up the alliance of Sala-
bit-Jung. And at laft Pondicherry was
taken and deftroyed by the Englith, grown
powerful from fuccefs, and from the dif-
sraltions of the French government,

BOOK
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IN bringing thefe matters, for the fake
of perfpicuity, into one view, we have
neceflarily been obliged to anticipate our
fubje&t. To return, therefore, from
whence we digrefled.

From the year 1752, when Major Law~
rence arrived from England, and was in-
vefted with the chief command of the Eng-
lith forces, the fortune of the Nabob Maho-

_met-Ally-Cawn began. to wear a brighter
afpe@®. Several powers, awakered by the
afpiring greatnefs of the French, readily
entered into an alliance with him; fo that
in a thort time, after the junétion of the
Englifth forces, he found himfelf at the
head of an army of 20,000 horfe, and of
20,000 foot, exclufive of the force the
Englifh had fent to his affiftance,

, The
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"The army of the French league, headed
by Mefl. Law, Dautuiel, and Chunda-Sa-
heb, was likewife of confiderable ftrength;
and the pofts which they poflefled on the
~plains of Trichionopoly, on the ifland of
Seringham, and on the northern fide of
the river Coleroon, were fuch as gave
them every poffible advantage. Notwith-
ftanding this, the French conftantly
+ gave way before the Englith: in almoft
every engagement they were worfted;
and, at length, a period was feeming-
ly put to a war fo unequally carried on,
by Monf. Law’s furrendry of the Pagoda
of Jumbakiftna, with a force of Euro-
peans in it fuperior even to the whole of
what Major Lawrence had under his com-
mand. ‘ ‘

The {cale thus turned againft the French,
‘Chunda-Saheb found him{elf deferted and
forlorn. His retainers had all provided

for their own fafety, whilft he alone was
left,
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was left, in the center of his nomi-
.pal dominions, to feek the protettion of
an enemy. Wary, however, in the
choice of him, whom he conceived he
could truft with the greateft fecurity, he,
after much deliberation, pitched upon
Monaick-Jie, an officer of reputation, and,
at that time, commander in chief of the
Rajah of Tanjore’s forces in the allied.
army of the Nabob.

How far the truth of the affertion may
be credited, it is not in our power to de~
termine ; thus much, however, rumour de-
~ clares, that Mdnaick-]ie folemnly engaged
‘him{elf by oath on his fword and dagger,
the moft hallowed obligation of an Indian,
‘to preferve inviolably from danger the
perfon of Chunda-Saheb. And indeed,
when the difficulties in which Chunda-
Saheb was involved come difpaffionately to
be confidered, it is not at all improbable
that he thould demand a fecurity of that

facred
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facred mature, before he committed him-
felf to the mercy of a profefled enemy,
and one who was a&ting immediately un-
der the command of Mahomet-Ally-Cawa.
Be fhis, however, as it may, Chunda-
Saheb threw himfelf into the hands of
Monaick- Jie, and was by him moft in-
humanly put to death.

The Nabob thus unexpettedly relieved
from an ambitious, able, and fpirited
competitor, peace, it was hoped, would
once more vifit the almoft-defolate Car-
natic; but peace had fled to a happier
clime : war, with all her train of evils,
prefented 'herfelf anew _to that miferable
country, and from a quarter oo the leaft
to be expeted.

. In the midft of his diftrefles, and when
reduced to the folitary fortrefs of Trichi-
. nopoly, the Nabob had anxioufly caft his
eyes around to fee from whence he might

‘ derive
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sive relief—Myfore and the Mahrattahs
were the only powers who could effeGtually
befriend him. To them therefore he ap-
plied ; and, in confequence of confiderable
promifes, prevailed upon the Dallaway,
or regent of Myfore, to lead his army into
the Carnatic; and upon Moratirow, a

bordering Mahrattah general, to do the
fame.

' Among other points of lefler moment,
and with an incaution, of which he had
afterwards reafon to repent, the Nabob
made a promife to the Myforean (who
took advantage of his fituation to extort
it) of the fortrefs of Trichinopoly ; there-
by giving him, in effe®, the key into the
Carnatic, and opening a road for the de-
predations of the Myforeans whenever
they thould be inclined to revifit his do-
minions. ' '

Agitated
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Agitated by various conflicts, the Na-
bob, when called upon for the fulfillance
of this promife, knew not on what to re-
folve. On the one hand he faw inevita-
ble ruin entailed upon his country, thould
he comply ; and on the other, the calami-
ties of a bloody war brought upon him by
his own indifcretion.

In this ftate of mind he attempted every
thing that human wifdom could fuggeft
to gain a renunciation of his promife from
the Dallaway. He offered him largefles
to a confiderable amoﬁnt; or, if thofe
thould not accord with his defires, any
other compenfation which he might deem
equivalent. All, however, was ineffetual :
the Dallaway knew too well the value of
a fortrels fituated like Trichinopoly ; and
therefore pofitively infifted on the perfor-
mance of the engagement.

-G Driven
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Driven thus from all hopes of an ami-
~ eable compromife, the Nabob, as the go-
vernot of a province dependent and ape
pertaining to the Mogul empire, reluc-
tantly refolved to bear with the enmity
of the -Myforean, and elude the promife
he had given, rather than to difmember
from his dominions fo very important a
garrifon ; and fignified the fame to the
Dalfaway. I

" The regent, irritated at a condu& fo
unexpeQed, attempted by treachery to get
poffeflion of a place virtually his by right
of compa®. All his efforts were, how-
ever; without effe@. - The Englith, who
gér‘ﬁfoﬁcd the fort for the Nabeb, baffled
4l his attempts, and thereby drove him
to the accomplifhment of a2 fcheme he
had fometime meditated with Morarirow,
of joining his forces to 'thofe of the
French, while the Mahrattah was on
fome pretence or other to do the fame.
A ftorm
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A ftorm ‘of ‘fuch magnitude, thus ga«
thering over the yet-unfettled govern-
ment of the Nabob, and of his allies the
‘Englifh, filled his mind Wwith uneafinefs.
From his firft acceflion to the Mufnud he
had experienced a regular combinatioh of
unpropitious circumftances; nor could the
many difafters which had befallen the
enemies of his houfe fecure to him tran=
quillity,. The hydra of malevolence had
firmly taken its ftand againft him: one
head lopped off, another fucceeded in its °
room. o 1

We have already feen the caufes which
attuated the Dallaway of Myfore to the
part he was determined to purfue, and
candour compels us to acknowledge they
were juft *. The Mahrattah, however,

* One of Hyder-Ally-Cawn’s reafons, alledged by
bimfelf, for invading the Carnatic, in the two feveral
wars he has fince carried on in that country, was this
breach of promife on the part.of Mahomet-Ally-Cawn.

G 2 was
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was deftitute of every excufe ; his defe@ion
originated in bafenefs. “It is true, indeed,
that a mercenary will ever fight for him
who pays the beft : but the treachery of
this unprincipled freebooter was without
a plea that could even ferve to amufe the
world. Difappointed in his view of feiz-
ing upon Trichinopoly, at a time that he
was invefted both by the Nabob and
- Dallaway with the facred truft of um-
pire of the differences which fubfifted be-
tween them touching that fortrefs, he
no longer contained himfelf within the
bounds of moderation. ‘The Nabob’s
treafury yielded not the harveft he had
been accuftomed to receive; and there-
fore, without a thought of the engage-
ments he was about to break, he cheer-
fully chimed in with the Myforean in his
plan of offenfive meafures againft the
Carnatig.

The

(£



‘ANALYSIS OF INDIA. 8¢

The Myforean and Mahrattah having
thus openly declared in favour of France,
their army foon took the ﬁelﬂ, gnd a war
commenced, to the full as bloody as that
which was juft concluded. The whole
of the year 1753 was witnefs to the un-
remitted exertions of both parties. Tri-
chinopoly plains, and the ifland. of Se-
ringham, were in general the fcenes of
a&ion. Each, while the war lafted,
boafted of its fuperiority : at its conclu-
fion the Englith were viftorious.

Still rifing amid the difficulties he
had to combat with, and in every ad-
verfe {troke of fortune finding a refource
in his own genius, Dupleix was yet
a formidable enemy. ‘The death of
Chunda-Saheb had given him a ferious
blow, but it had not deprefled the ardour
of his fpirit. Invefted with the dignity
of the Soubahdar’s deputy in the Car-

G 3 \ natic,
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natic, he. :fought with caution for 3
perfon - qualified to be the fucceffor of
Chunda - Saheb. . Rajah - Saheb, fon of
Chunda-Saheb; would in all. probability
have obtained the namination, .had he not
been found deficient in - thofe abilities
which .the importance of the truft re-
quired, . Moortiz-Ally-Cawn was there+
fore the only .man whofe wealth, expe< .
rience and conne&ions could in any mea-
fure entitle him to a preference ; and he
accordingly was appointed Nabob of the
Carnatic; fubordinate, however, to the
Soubahdar, Dupleix.

‘The chara&er of this man (Moortiz~
‘Ally) hath been already flightly touched
upon. The thadow of authority was not,
however, fufficient for an ambition that in
many inftances had waded through blood.
As Kelidar of Vellore, he.found him-
felf more independent than as the inftru-

" ment
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ment of an European’s policy ; and there~
fore, a few days after his acceptance of
the Nabobthip, without affigning any
caufe whatever, he difencumbered him-
{elf of a nominal confequence, which he
found neither profitable nor agreeable. .

The French interefts at the court of
Salabit-Jung, and in the Northern Cir-
cars, though they at firft received g
fhock from the deatl of Muzzuffer-Jung,
were at this time rifen to the meridian
of profperity. Bufly infinuated himfelf
“clofely into the Soubahdar’s favour, and,
in fome inftances, had rendered him fuch
effential fervice, as in reality enabled
him to get pofleflion of the whole of the
Soubahdar’s authority ; an authority which
he wifely turned, not only to the advan-
tage of his employers, but likewife to
that of the officers and men ‘who were

ﬁghtmg under his command, A fudden
: ' Gas  geverfe
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geverfe of fortune was, hawever, thortly
to derange this extenfive influence.

Gazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn, whom we have
already mentioned, being at length releafed
from the more important duties of his fta-
tion at Deihi, marched at the head of a
confiderable army into the Decan, and de-
‘manded from his brother, Salabit-Jung, a
formal and immediate abdication of the
Mufnud of that kingdom.

- Saiabit-]uﬁg, however, emboldened by
the prefence of his European allies, ftill
kept pofleflion of his ufurped authority,
and quickly affembling his forces, took
the field, with a view of ftopping the
progrefs of Gazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn by the
{word., ‘ '

Bufly, ‘who never loft fight of the in.
terefts of his nation, - immediately per-
~ ‘eeived the ruin that would inevitably fole
low,
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low, fhould Salabit-Jung cither give way
to importunity, or be defeated: his for-
mer efforts were therefore redoubled. His
attacks with the French battalion were
impetuoiis and animated ; nor was he in-
attentive to the lefs hazardous, though
more certain, operations of flattery and
addrefs. In fhort, fo completely did he
determine Salabit-Jung in the refolution
of oppofing his brother, that he made the
Soubahdar believe he had nothing to ap-
prehend, with fuch aflertors of his caufe,
from even the aflembled forces of ths
‘whole empire, which were nd_w combis
ping againft him, '

Succef's; however, was very doubtful in
. the iflue; and Gazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn daily
~ approaching towards Aurungabad, a confe-
rence was demanded by Salabit-Jung. Hi-
ther Gazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn came in all the
¢onfidence of felf-fecurity and good faith.

n Fate,
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Fate, however, had not yet finifhed with
the devoted family of Nizam-Ul-Mulc ;
the unfortunate Gazy-Ul-Deen was invi-
ted to fall by treachery. His food was poi-
foned, and that, too, by the hands of one
who fhould rather have firetched them
forth to have effeted a reconciliation,
than have blackened them by the murder
of a perfon fo nearly allied to her: this
was the execrable mother of the more
¢xecrable Salabit-Jung.

-+ Salabit- Jung, however, did not accom-
plifh;, by this infamous tran{a&tion, his me-
ditated purpofe. The Emperor of Dehli
appointed a fucceflor to the deceafed,a man
in whom were blended all thofe fhining
qualities which foretold that he would be
a confpicuous.chara&er in the Eaft. This
was Schi-Abiddin-Cawn, fon of Gazy-Ul-
Peen-Cawn ; and afterwards dlﬁmgulfhed
- by the fame title. ’ :

Schi-
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Schi-Abiddin had, however, as yet too
much bufinefs on his hands at Dehli to
think of punithing his uncle. The de-
pofing of Ahmed-Shaw, and raifing of
Allum-Geer to the throne of the world,
were points that required his utmoft at-
tention ; nor were they to be accomplifh-
ed without much difficulty and exertion. -

Monfieur Bufly, no fooner rid of one
invafion, than threatened in this manner,
though at a diftance, with another, and
expofed in the Soubahdar’s court to all
the machinations of an unprincipled fet
of courtiers, foon faw the neceflity of ob-
taining in ‘referve fome certain refource,
for the payment of the troops the French
“might bring into the field, fhould hoftili-
~ ties be commenced between the Soubah-
dar and his nephew. He accordingly ap-
plied to the Soubahdar for a grant of the
five Northern Circars, which we have. al-
ready mentioned, :
| | A The
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The alarm occafioned by this applica-
tion, among the fardars and omrahs, was
fuch as Buffy had reafon to expe&t. In-
trigue and cabal were fet on foot againft
him, but luckily with no effe@. ‘The
Soubahdar granted his requeft, and there-
by invefted ip the French company the
fovereignty of thofe countries,

Thus did the French, by the abilities
of this officer, acquire a valuable extent
of dominion in the North, for the mere
promife of an inconfiderable military af-
fiftance ; apd in the South, the govern-
ment of the Carnatic, with a trifling de-
dudtion of a fixth part of the revenues,
' through the intrigues of the Marquis Du-
pleix.” Unfortunately, however, for that
pation, thefe acquifitions had been be-
ftowed upon them by ufurpers; not one
Jegal grant appearing from the court of
Dehli to authenticate the gifts.

In
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. In tracing the progrefs of the French
and Englith’ with their allies on' the coaft
of Coromandel, we have aimed at per-
fpicuity. A general view of the political
tranfaions of each.nation was all we con-
ceived neceflary. More minute accounts
are to be met with in the hiftories of that
@ra. We fhall, therefore, draw this our
prefent fubject to a conclufion with merely
{ubjoining, that the French and their party
were ultumately warfted and driven from
the Carnatic ; that- Pondicherry was de-
ftroyed, and Vellore, defended by Moor-

- tiz-Ally -Cawn, taken after a vigorous re-
fittance ; that the-grants of the Northern
Clrcars to France were annulled by the
court of Dehli, and that the perpetual fo-
vereignty of them was vefted in the Eng-
lith in 1765, when the Emperor likewife
invefted Mahomed-Ally-Cawn with the
Soubahdary of the Carnatic, independent
" of the Decan. Prewious to which, how-Q‘ ‘
£ - ever,
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ever, the crowns of England and France,
in the definitive treaty of Paris 1763, had
acknowledged Mahomet-Ally-Cawn to be
the lawful Nabob of the Carnatic, and

- Salabit-Jung to be the lawful Soubahdar
of the Decan #. s .

From the year 1765, therefore, until
the commencement of the prefent war,
the Englith and the French continued in
a ftate of pacification in the Eaft. France
had no:longer a chartered "company' for
condutting its Indian commerce. ‘The

# The power’ and confequence of the Decan re-
geived a fevera check during the Nizamut of Salabit-
Jung. The Mahrattahs then wrefted from it, inde-
vendent of Jaghires to the amount of fixty lacks of
rupees per apnum, feveral places in the Soubahs of
Bidar and Bijahpoor ; togethér with- the important
fortrefles of Bijahpoor, Afeer and Dowlatabad.: The
fort of Ahmednuggar alfo fell into their hands. Nay,
fo greatly was it reduced, that the Bhow, who com-
manded on the part of the Mahrattahs, formed the
defign of expelling: the Mahommedans entirely from
Hindoftan, and was very near accomplithing his pur-
pofe. ' -

2 trade
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trade was open, and government poffef-
fed the miferable remains of the French
greatnefs in Hindoftan. ‘The Englifh,
on the contrary, continued increafing in
wealth and in profperity. The ball of
fortune was at their feet, and they failed
not to avail themfclves of the advantages
of their fituation. Trouble and uneafir
nefs, indeed, fometimes found their way
among(t them ; but to_their own impru-
dence they muft attribute their misfor-
tunes, efpecially on the coaft of Coro-
mandel, where, by a ftrange perverfion
of politics, they fome years ago deemed it
expedient to proceed againft Hyder-Ally-
Cawn 3 a war planned and conducted with
Aindifcretion, and which concluded in the
difgrace of the Englith name *.

In the general review, which will be
given in the fequel, of the political con-
* This alludes to the war of 1767. The calami-

tous one of 1780 is mentioned in another place.
' nections
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neltions of the Englith Eaft-India Come
pany, the powers on the coaft of Coro-
mandel will neceffarily take a confpicu-
ous lead. For the prefent, therefore, we
fhall turn our enquiries to the ample pof-
feffions which the Englifh have acquired
in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and
Orixa.

To begin with an account of their firft
™ eftablifhment in thofe parts, and to fol-
fow them in the progrefs of their com-
mercial undertakings, would be much
more curious than inftru&ive. Suffice it,
that, encouraged by the princes of the
country, they carried on a valuable traf-
fic with Bengal until the year 1757,
when, by fome mifcondu& on their fide,
they drew upon their flender colony the
.arms of the Nabob Serajah-Ul-Dowlah ;
a prince powerful and tyrannic, and one
whofe vengeance they feverely felt.

Driven
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~ Duiven from their fa&tory at Calcutta,
they fome time continued in a moft de-
“plorable fituation. The fiends of rapine
and deftruction were let loofe upon their
defencelefs heads. The lives of many
were deftroyed, and the ‘effe@ts of others
were plundered without mercy.

Roufed at the diftrefs of their fifter co-
lony, and powerfully affifted by the Na-
- bob of the Carnatic, who from change
of fortune again began to breathe, the
prefidency of Madras fent a reinforcement
to their aid. Admiral Watfon, who at
this time commanded a fleet in the In-
dian feas, and who with Colonel Clive
had juft crufhed the power of Angria on
. the Malabar coaft, appeared to their re-
lief. The conquefts which thefe officers
had to make were eafy, when compara-
tively confidered with thofe they had fo
lately concluded. Calcutta furrendered on
their appearing before it; and Chander-
nagore, the French fettlement on the op~

| H pofite
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pclv. banks of the Houghley, capitulated
after .a warm bombardment from the
fleet. '

~ The Englifh thus re-eftablifhed in Ben-
gal, a treaty of peace and alliance was
concluded with Serajah-Ul-Dowlah. T'rea-
ties, however, had nearly been ineffetual.
Serajah-Ul-Dowlah flill {marted from the
difgrace his arms had met with; and
certain intelligence confirmed the general
fufpicion of his having formed the defign
of extirpating them by treachery. This
occafioned freth hoftilitles; and the exi-
gency of affairs pointing out the neceflity
of fome grand exertion, it was thortly re-
folved to depofe Serajah-Ul-Dowlah, and
to place upon the Mufnud of thofe pro-
vinces Meer-]aﬂ‘ler—Ally-Cawn
A hégociation was dccordingly begun,
and a treaty entered into, by which Meer-
Jaffier agreed, when the revolution fhould
B¢ accomplithed, to pay into the India
‘Company’s treafury one million two hun-
dred
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dred thoufand pounds; to the European
fufferers fix hundred thoufand pounds j
the fame fum to the navy and army;
about two hundred and. fifty thoufand
pounds to the natives of the country s
and an hundred thoufand pounds to the
Armenians. '

- Every thing being agreed upon, Colos
nel Clive marched with his little army
and attacked the Nabob, whofe forces he
entirely defeated. Serajah-Ul-Dowlah was
- himfelf taken prifoner, and his death fol
lowed foon after. ‘The battle of Plafley
happened on the 23d of June, 1757 ; and
dn the goth of June, Colonel Clive feated
Jaffier-Ally-Cawn on the Mufnud, which
he enjoyed until the year 1760, when he
was depofed in favour of his fon-in-law,
Coffim-Ally-Cawn.

The caufes affigned by the aiders of
this fecond revolution were, amongft
others, thefe § that Meer-Jaffier was of a

' | Ha tempeg
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ten';per extremely - tyrannical and avari-
cious, at the fame time that he was of an
indolent turn, and furrounded by flaves
and flatterers who were hoftile to the Eng-
lith ; that he attributed the ill fuccefs of
his affairs to imaginary plots and contri-
-vances againft him, and facrificed lives
without mercy to the excefs of his jealou-
fy'; that the frequent executions, perpe-
trated without the leaft reafon, made him
the dread and deteftation of all good men ;
that he became a prey to his fervants,
who, knowing fuch a government could
not ftand long, fought only to make
themfelves rich by oppreffing his fubjeéts;
and laftly, that the unufual fcarcity and
dearnefs of provifions in the capital of the
Nabob’s country, and in all the provinces,
was occafioned by the heavy and exorbi-
tant taxes laid upon them : all which con-
fiderations called aloud for an immediate
‘change of fyftem. ‘ ’

- However this may be, Coffim-Ally be-
. gan his reign by increafing the number
o 2 of
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of his troops, and difciplining  them ' in
the European manner; and efteeming his
capital Moorfhedabaud, the fceéne of his
predeceflor’s fall, too near the Englith fet-
tlemients, he removed his court to Rajah-
Mahal, that the place of his refidence -
might be farther from the reach of a peo-
ple, who, in the event, might find as ma-
ny pretences for depofing him, as they
had done ‘for violating their former trea-
ties with his father-in-law.

All Coffim’s meafures thewed his de=
fire to eftablith himfelf on a foundation
lefs precarious than the .friendfhip of the
Englith. And, left the Englith fhould
grow jealous of his increafing power, and
endeavour to reduce his authority, by fub-

je€ting the Soubahthip to its primitive
dependency on the Mogul, and thereby
oblige him to pay into the royal treafury
the revenues of the provinces, he fet
every engine at work to inftil into the
king’s mind a diftruft and apprehenfion of
them. | -
H 3 ‘This,
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'This, though effeted for the moment,
was not long undifcovered, and incenfed

the Mogul o much againft him, that he
~ voluntarily made an offer to the Company
of the Dewannee of thofe countries. Be-
fides which, he promifed to confirm them
in the pofieffion of the lands of Burdwan,
Midnapore and Chittagong, which they
then held, provided they would affift him
in re-afcending his throne, and in reco-
vering fuch of his territories as were in
the hands of his rebellious fubje@s. Shu-
jah-Ul.Dowlah, the Nabob of Owd and
Vizier of the empire, offered the affiftance
of his forces. to accomplith the reftoration
of his fovereign. ‘ |

Negociations of this tendency foon
awakened the jealoufy of Coffim-Ally-
Cawn. From his firft acceflion he had
indufirioufly, though furely not without
seafon, involved all his officers in con-
tefts with the Englith, and laboured ta
make his own enmity the common caufe
of his fubjects, The breach was there~

fore
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fore too wide to admit of lenient ap-
plications : all poffibility of an accommo-
dation was at an end ; and the inhuman
murder of Mr. Amyatt, the gentlemen of
his family, and his attendants, though
returning under the faith of a paffport to
Calcutta, gave the firft fignal of hoftili-
ties.

War was accordingly declared againit
Coflim-Ally, and a proclamation iffued
for the reftoration of Meer-Jaffier-Ally-
Cawn to the Soubahdary.

Nothing extraordinary occurred in the
tranfa&tions of this war, Coffim-Ally
was driven from his dominions; but not
till he had taken Patna, and maflacred
in cold blood the whole of the Englifh
garrifon, amounting to one hundred and
fifty, Mr. Fullarton excepted. Meer-
Jaffier-Ally-Cawn was once mare feated
on the Mufnud. Thefe events happened
in the beginning of the year 1763.

H 4 The
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The Mogul was at this time with
‘Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, unto whom an agent
“was fent by the Englith, foliciting an al-

liance, and requiring his affiftance againft
the perfon and adherents of Coffim, whom
they threatened with deftruction.

Contrary to expettation, a reverfe of
fyftem, with refpet to European politics,
had already taken place in the court of
Owd. The king and Shujah-Ul-Dowlah,
on farther confideration, had refolved not
to acquiefce in the views of the Englith ;
but ftedfaftly and refolutely to fupport the.
fallen fortunes of Coffim-Ally; and to
reftore him, if poffible, to the government
of Bengal.

In confequence of this, hoftilities {pee-
dily commenced between the Englith, the
Mogul, and Shujah-Ul-Dowlah ; nor was
it until Shujah-Ul-Dowlah was totally
difcomfited at the battle of Buxar, in
O&ober 1764, that overtures of peace

| were
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were fent by him to the Englith govern=
ment. o

Previous to which, however, the Mo-
gul, who had been nothing better than a
ftate-prifoner in Shujah-Ul-Dowlah’s camp,
had written to Colonel Munro, the com-
mander of the Englith forces, requefting
that he might be taken under his pro-
te&tion ; and, in return, promifing him a
grant of the country of Shujah-Ul-Dow-
lah, or any other compenfation he might
demand on the part of the Eaft-India
Company. )

Nor did he ftop here; for having found
an opportunity to efcape from the camp
of Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, he prefented him-
felf before the Englith General, and was
in confequence taken under the pro-
teGtion of his flag. At the fame time
friendly overtures from Shujah-Ul-Dow-
lah were rejected, becaufe he would
not deliver up either Coffim-Ally, or the
barbarous Sumro, who had perpetrated the

o maflacre
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maflacre at Patna; the war was confe-

quently rekindled, and with vigour and
animofity on both fides.

- . Worn out with age and infirmity,
Meet-Jaffier-Ally-Cawn departed this life
.at- Moorfhedabaud the 14th of January
14655 and, in the February following
was fucceeded in the Mufoud by his fon
Nudjim-Ul-Dowlah.

Lord Clive, in the beginning of this
year, having again affumed the reins of
government in Bengal, the Council in-
vefted him, conjointly with General Car-
-nac, with power to conclude a treaty of
-pacification and alliance with the Mogul
-and Shujah-Ul-Dowlah. A folemn and
.definitive treaty was accordingly ratified |
-with each of thofe princes. |

Shujah-Ul-Dowlah bound himfelf for
payment of fifty lacks of rupees to the
-Company, as an indemnification for the
-expences of the war, : Coflim-Ally and

4 his
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his retainers having fled into the Rohilla
country, any ftipulations Wxth refpe&t to -
them were unneceflary.

The Mogul granted to the Company
the Dewannee of Bengal, Bahar, and
Orixa; and an inftrument was executed,
in the name of the young Nabob Nudjim-
Ul-Dowlah, for a yearly tribute of twenty=
fix lacks of rupees, to be paid into the
royal treafury, for the Soubahﬂup of
Bengal.

" The Company likewife, at the defire
of the Nabob, became his guarantees:
‘and farther agreed, or rather impofed the
‘condition, to pay into his treafury an an-
nual fum towards the expences of his
houfehold ; provided he interfered not in
the colleftion of the revenues of the pro-
vinces, |

By the treaty entered into with Nud- _
jim-Ul-Dowlah, which we have juft men~
“tioned, and which, upon an impartial

| review,
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review, bears very evident marks of com-
pulfion and reftraint, ‘that young prince
divefted himfelf of almoft every autho-
rity. He thereby agreed to .rely upon
‘the Company's forces, and to maintain
no troops of his own, but fuch as fhould
be immediately neceflary for the dignity of
his perfon, and for the ordinary Sibbendy *;
and even ftipulated that thofe thould not
be under his own dire&tion, but that they
fhould be commanded by a perfon fixed
with him by the advice of the Governor
and Council of Calcutta, in the ftation of
‘Naib-Soubahdar, who thould have the im-
mediate and abfolute management of his
affairs : and farther, he invefted the Come
pany with an unlimited power of appoinf-
ing ‘and difplacing all fuch officers of his
government as they thould think proper.-

Thus have we, in the briefeft manner,
touched upon the occurrences of Bengal.
f* Tro&ps employed in the colle@ions.

‘ Shujah~ ‘
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Shujah-Ul-Dowlah ‘was reftored to his
dominions ; the Mogul was eftablithed in
the kingdom of Corah, with part of the
province of Allahabad, and an annual fet-
tlement of twenty-fix lacks of rupees from
the province of Bengal, provided he refided
with, and under the protetion of, the
‘Englith: and Nudjim-Ul-Dowlah, de-
~pendent on the adminiftration of the Eng-
lith, and giving up the management of
his own country to the Company for a
ftipulated fum of fomething more than
hfty-three lacks of rupees per annum,
was nominally the Soubahdar of Bengal.
By which arrangement, independent of
the fifty lacks of rupees from Shujah-Ul-
Dowlah, the reverfion of Lord Clive’s
Jaghire, and the ceffion of the five North-
ern Circars on the coaft of Coromandel,
the Company came into the poffeffion of
a nett annual revenue of one hundred and
twenty-two lacks of rupees, or one million
fix hundred and fifty thoufand nine hun-
dred pounds ferling.

"BOOK
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'BOOK 1V.

H AD we continued our narrative in
ény particular order of time, we fhould
have related the tranfaétions of the Eng-
leh nation on the coaft of Malabar, pre-
vious to our havmg entered on thofe
of Orixa or Bengal; but as tke one
country was barren of events in com-
parifon with the other, and as the
territorial acquifitions of the ‘Company,
both on the Coromandel coaft and in
Bengal, were great national objefs, and
were obtained in perpetuity at the fame
time ; we conceived it more conformable
to our original plan to give them the
front ground, and to blend the accounts
together.

~ Malabar, as it is now generally deno-
minated, extends from Cape Comorin to
the river Indus, and’ in that vaft tra&
contains an infinite’ number of different
governments. 'The commerce which in-
vited
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vited Venice from her canals, and Am-
fterdam from her marfhes, had rendered
Goa the center of the riches of India, and
one of the moft celebrated marts in the
world. It is now reduced to a mere ruin,
though defended by a body of troops,
which are a very confiderable expence to
the Poftugdefe government.

Bombay is a {mall ifland, W};ichfhéving’
been given as part of the dower of the
Infanta of Portugal, married to Chirles
the Second of England, was by that prince
ceded to the India Company. It was at .
firft confidered in no other light than that
of an excellent harbour, which, n time
of peace, might ferve as a place of refreth-
iment for the merchantmen frequenting the
Malabar coaft; ard, in time of war, as a
winter ftation for the {quadrons which go-
. vernment might {end to India. This was
confidered as a very valuable advantage in
feas where there are fo few good Bays,
- and where, in fhort, the Englith have no -
other. The fettlement has fince been ren-

dered



112 ANALYSIS OF INDIA:

dered much more ufeful. ‘The Company
have made it the mart of all their trade
with Malabar, Surat, and the Perfian and
Arabian gulphs. |

. Salfette is another ifland feparated from
. Bombay by a narrow channel, forda-
ble at low water, and was taken by the
Mahrattahs from the Portuguefe. ‘This
ifland is remarkably fertile. It is about
twenty-fix miles long, and nine broad.
The Mahrattahs, mafters of it for a con-
fiderable time, kept the Englifh fettle-
ment at Bombay in continual apprchexi-
fion; not from any dread of the power -
of their arms, -but from that of a ftill
more formidable enemy, want. Barren
in itfelf, Bombay could not fupply its nu-
merous inhabitants with provifions in any
degree adequate to its confumption.  Sal-
fette was, therefore, its- chief refource.
From that ifland they derived the greateft
part of their foed, and in cafes of exigency
were to depend on it for fupport.

I¥
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Had not the attention of the Compa-
ny been diverted by the great fcenes in
which they were engaged on the coaft of
Coromandel and in Bengal, it is natural
to believe, that this ifland would not have
remained o long unmolefted in the hands
of the Mahrattahs. Late meafures, how-
ever, have e_ﬁ'e&hally fecured it to the
Englith. ‘The acquifition is certainly a
valuable one ; and care will n6 doubt be
taken, that it be not wrefted from them
in future.

About a century ago, a private Mah-
rattah, of the name of Angria, by dif-
tin&tion called Conajie Angria, having,
from the influence of good fortune, raifed
himfelf to an high degree of diftin&tion
during the wars of the Mahrattah flate
with the Mogul adminiftration of Su-
rat, and having been in confequence in-
vefted with the government of Severn-
droog, there affumed to himfelf a coms-
mand, which, fpurning at the fetters of
-authority, boldly exalted him to a fitua-

: I tion
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’

tion that awakened the jealoufy and
apprehenfion of all the maritime powers
of the Eaft. At firft, his depredations
were confined to the little veflels that
coafted along the fhores of Malabar ; but
fuccefs attending him in all his enter-
prizes, and the number of his feamen in-
creafing as the fame of his prowefs fpread
abroad, he quickly found himfelf enabled

~ to extend the obje&s of his ambition. By
degrees he acquired a confiderable domi-
“nion ; infomuch, that the Mahrattahs con-
ceived it advifeable, not only to bury in
oblivion the remembrance of his tranfgref-
fions, but even to conciliate his friendthip
by a peace, which, under the claufe of
an annual tribute, they concluded with
him at his capital of Geriah. The com-
merce of India was by this means clog-
ged with infuperable difficulties. The
Englith and Dutch, in particular, fuf-
fered confiderbly in their trade. Com-
mercial fhips of a refpeGtable force, be-
,lougihg to cither nation, fell into his
hands.
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hands. The convoys themfclves were
often beat off, and fometimes ¢ even taken.

The continual lofles which piracies of
this nature occafioned to the Europeans
who had fettlements in the Eaft, at length
determined the Englith, in concert with -
the Portuguefe, to attack the principal
refort of the followers of Angria; this
was in 1722. The expedition, however,
proved abortive. Nor did another, which
was undertaken by the Dutch in 1724,
although the force confifted of feven thips
of war and two bomb-ketches, in any
manner anfwer the expeQtations that were
formed from it. |

At length the Mahrattahs, on failure
of the flipulated tribute, leagued them-
felves with - the Englith prefidency of
Bombay. The efforts of thefe powers
were in the end vitorious. Geriah,
with all the territory and harbours of
the ufurper, fell into the hands of the
confederatea In 1756 ; and a power wasg

Ia2 thereby
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thereby cruthed, which, for a number of
years, had been the dread and fcourge of
the Weftern coafts of the Peninfula of
India.

Surat, which we have already men-.
~ tioned, was a confiderable time the only
‘ feaport on that fide of Hindoﬁén, for the
_exportation of the manufaltures of the Mo-
gul empire, and for the importation of ma-
ny neceflary articles. It had alfo been the
place whence zealots, on a pilgrimage to
Mecca, embarked for the purpofes of vifit-
ing the tomb of their holy prophet. Equal-
ly anxious for the proteGtion of the trade
of his dominions, and for the fecurity of
thofe devout Muflulmen who were bent
on the completion of their vows, the
Mogul appointed an admiral at Surat, -
whofe influence was extenfive, and whofe
allowances were confiderable. The fala-
ry, however, not being puncually paid,
‘the admiral, Siddece Mufloot, feized upon
the ‘caftle, and, from that fortrefs, laid

the city under contribution.
The
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The Mahrattahs, who had long been
accuftomed to receive -one fourth part of
the revenues, on condition that they thould
not moleft the inland trade, faw the con-
fufion which this occafioned, with all
the exultation of unprincipled rapacity.
They flattered themfelves that the dif-
trefles either of the admiral or the inha-
bitants would call for their protection,
and that the plunder of the place would
confequently be their reward. They,
therefore, withed for nothing more than
to gain admiffion within the ramparts,
which had been fettled as their barrier,
The traders, however, well acquainted
with the treachery of the Mahrattahs, and
trembling for their property, called in the
Englith in 1759, and aided them in the
reduction of the citadel. ‘The Mogul
afterwards confirmed the Englith in the
- pofleflion of it, together with the exercife
of the office of admiral of the empire.
This revolution reftored tranquillity to
Surat ; and Bombay, which was the caufe

I3 of

L3
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~ of it, acquired an addition of wealth, in-
fluence, and power.

Having, in the courfe of our narrative,
been neceflarily obliged to mention the
Mahrattahs, a nation whofe military ope-
rations have had a moft extenfive influence
through the whole empire of Hindoftan,
and” whofe power even at this day is de-
precated by the moft formidable- poten-
tates of the Eaft, we fhall beg our readers’
patience for a moment, while we colle
together fuch accounts as may be deemed
authentic, touching the government and
hiftory of fo confiderable a people.

BOOK
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BOOK V.

SINCE the commencement of the pre-

{fent century, two powerful and noted na-

tions have arifen out of the ruins of the

Mogul empire, and in oppofite quarters

of Hindoftan ; the Mahrattahs and Seiks.
~‘The former we fhall now bring under re-

view.. They preceded the Seiks in point

of time; and they -are fuperior to them
in extent of dominion, in military force,

and in political importance. The Mah-

rattahs were originally Rathoas, a branch -
of the Rajahputes. The word is fup-

pofed to be derived from their manner of
fighting, and their predatory incurfions

Mahr fignifying attack, and hattah, re-

treat. ‘The Mahrattahs are alfo called

Burgies. Neither appellation, however,

is pleafing to them. They look upon

both as contemptuous, and prefer the ge-

neral term Dekani, (or Southern.) ~

I 4 Rajah-
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Rajah or Rana-Bheem, fovereign of
Oodipoor, was founder of the Dynafty
of Mahrattah Rajahs. He was of the
nobleft and moft ancient family of Hin-
~doo princes. He left two fons, Ram-
Singh, who fucceeded him; and Bagh-
Sing, who panted for dominion, and faw
it eafy of acquifition in the diftra&ted em- -
pire of the Moguls. Bagh-Sing, with the
approbation of his brother, quitting Oodi-
poor, arrived with a confiderable train of
followers in the Decan, a country at that
time divided into various principalities,
and there engaged himfelf in the fervice
of Rajah Ali-Mohur. In this Rajah’s
employ, however, he continued no lon-
ger than till he had planned his future
progrefs. He then, having acquired
the title of Bhonfillah*, quitted it, and |
fettled with his adherents in the neigh-
bourhood of Poonah. He -had two fons,
‘Maloojee and Bumbojee, who were both

* This compound fignifies, a fpear in the breaft of
an enemy, and is meant to denote the prowefs of thofe
who bear the name.

renowned
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‘renowned for gallantry and intrepidity of
{pirit.

The important fortrefs of Dowlatabad
was about this period commanded by 2
Hindoo of great confideration, called Ja-
doorae. ‘This chief hearing of the fame
of the brothers, and withing to avail him-
felf of their abilities, invited them to his
fervice. ‘They agreed to his propofitions,
and were diftinguithed and favoured by
him, till too far prefuming on their fuc-
cefs, he found himfelf conftrained to dif-
mifs them from their refpe@ive offices.
They then returned towards home, but,
on their arrival, found their father dead.
‘This opened their views to more impor-
" tant obje@s. ‘Their father had died opu-
lent. He had likewife left a little army,
which was daily gathering ftrength.

Malooje_é and Bumbojee, now at the
head of the Oodipoor Rajahputes, entered
into affocation with a celebrated freebooter

of Phultunger, named Nimalgur, who
had
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had the command of a few fquadrons of
good horfe. They alfo engaged with a
rich merchant of Chumar-Rondh, called
Shafoota-Naig, who coming heartily into
their views, agreed to be their treafurer,
Maloojee was the firft who took the field.
With a compa&t body of three thoufand
horfe, he entered the pafs of Nimadit-
Hawri,. and mafching' along the banks of
the river' Godawuri, arrived in the neigh-
bourhocod of Dowlatabad. From this
place he wrote to Nizam-Shaw, one of
the fovereigns of the Decan ; and in
the moft infolent manner threatened to
“pollute the moafques of the Decan with
the blood of hogs, unlefs certain demands
were immediately complied with. This
menace, or more probably the apprehen-
fions of Nizam-Shaw, worked as favour-
ably as he could have withed. Nizam-
Shaw received and loaded him with kind-
nefs. He even acquiefced in ‘a defire
which this adventurer exprefled of mar-
rying his fon Shahjee to the daughter

of Jadoorae. The nuptials were folem-
| ‘ nized
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nized b); Nizam-Shaw’s exprefs command,
and Maloojee was permitted to eftablith
himfelf in Dowlatabad, in which place -
his coadjutors alfo took up their abode;
Ouja-Gobind being appointed their peifh- -
wa, or prime minifter. ‘This is the ori-
gin of an office, which we thall prefently
find to be of very high importance.

Maloojee and Bumbojee, great in yepu-
tation, and formidable in power, died both
in an advanced age at Dowlatabad. ~ Shah-
jee fucceeded them, having a fon, whom
he named Sumbha-jee, born of his mar-
riage with the daughter of Jadoorae,
Shahjee preferved the fame degree of efti-
mation at the court of Nizam-Shaw,
which his father and uncle had poflcfled.
He even received the appointment of. go-
verning minifter from the Queen Regent
of Nizam-Shaw, that monarch being alfo
dead. But the jealoufy of old Jadoorae
took fire at this exaltation of his fon-in-
law. He grieved at finding himfelf pre-
cluded from a fation, to which, not only

‘ ex-
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experience but length of fervices gave him
a preferable claim to. Nor did he content
himfelf with repining. He fecretly un-
dermined the influence and authority of
Shahjee. He even procured an army un-
der Meer- Jumlah, Shaw-Jehan s general

to be fent againft him.

- This implacability of Jedoorae plunged
Shahjee in difficulties. He was unable to
encounter the Emperor’s general in the
field; nor had he refources fufficient to
call in the aid of foreign mercenaries.
Thus ftraightened, he fhut himfelf up in
the fort of Mahvoli: here he was be-
fieged by Meer-Jumlah. The fhafts of
il fortune were now, he conceived, in-
evitably levelled againft him : but happi-
ly a negociation, which he privately car-
ried on with the governor.of Bijahpoor*,
proved propitious to his caufe. The go-
vernor aflured him of the warmeft at-
tachment to his interefls ; he conjured

* Bijahpoor, erroneoufly called Viziapoure.
him
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him to rely upon his word, and to con-
fide himfelf and family to his charge.

Shahjec embraced the friendly offer.
He abandoned Mahvoli in the night,
and effeted his efcape, though not with-
~ out infinite difficulty, to Bijahpoor. His
wife, however, big with child, fell into
her father’s hands, and was by him fent
~to the fortrefs of Seonburri. Here fhe
was delivered of a boy*, whom fhe
named after the divinity of the place,
Shavajee, or Savajee. ‘The Prince of Bi-
jahpoor, Sultan Secundar-Shaw, received
the unfortunate Shajee with tendernefs
and refpe&. He took him into his clofeft
confidence, and very fhortly afterwasds
conferred upon him in Jaghire the Car-
. natic. | '

Meer-Jumlah was now remanded to
Delhi.  Jadoorae of courfe found it ex-

| * 1549 of the Hindobi year, anfwering to the year .
of Chrift 1628, ‘
pedient
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pedient to feek a diftant afylum. ‘The
Queen Regent and the family of Nizam-
Shaw, who, in confequence of the afcen-
dency of this party, had been confined to
"Mahvoli, were now recondu&ed to Dow-
latabad : but Meer- Jumlah again appear-
ing in the Decan, hoftilities commenced
afreth. ‘The ifflue was favourable to the
Queen Regent. The Imperial general
was defeated. Previous to this, however,
an accommodation of difficulties had ta-
ken place between Jadoorae and the Queen
Regent. Shahjee being in the Carnatic,
was no longer an object either of jealoufy
ar fear. :

'The kingdoms Bijahpoor and Dowlata-
bad, never cordial in amity, were now,
from a trivial caufe, to experience the ca-
lamities of war. ‘Their armies took the
field. The forces of Dowlatabad were
confiderable : thofe of Bijahpoor more
powerful ; the latter being joined by
Shahjee and his Rajahputes, and the
well-difciplined troops of the Carnatic.

4 Merar-
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Merar-Jugdéo, minifter of the Sultan
of Bijahpoor, and Shahjee, marching to
the Weftward, encamped at Poonah.
Here they began hoftilities. Poonah fell,
and was razed to the ground. The coun-
try next fubmitted to the conquerors. In
a word, the whole dominion of Dowla-
tabad, in that quarter of the Decan, fell
into the hands of the generéls of Bijah-
poor. Shahjee’s reputation and influence
confequently increafed. ‘The Sultan con- .
ferred upon him in Jaghire, in addition
to the Carnatic, the provinces bounded
on the one fide by Poonah and Cokun,
and on the other by Wae, Surwae, Soopi,
Undaipoor, and Jadgeer. The governors
- placed over them by Shahjee, were Dada~
jei, and Sidi Hullah, an Ethiopian.

Dadajei, in whom implicit confidence
was placed, was now entrufted with the
care of Shavajee and his mother ;-~while
Shahjee himfelf penetrated into the terri-
tories of the Polygars - of Gungeer. Here
uncommon f{uccefs attended him. But he

loft
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loft his fon, Sumbhajee, who was killed
in attacking a petty fortrefs. His return
was marked by marrying another womat,
named Tookabie, of the tribe of Moah-
teh, by whom he had a fon, called Ika-
jei: and by his repudiating the daughter
of Jadoorae, and abandoning the interefts
of her fon Shavajee.

Shavajee now began to manifeft a rifing
genius.  All his ftudies and exercifes
were purfued with eagernefs. He fhewed
' an impatience of control ;—but, withal,
a liberality of fpirit. Shahjee was inward-
ly grieved at this fuperiority over his fa-
vourite Ikajei, whofe parts were feeble, and
whofe difpofition was but negatively good.
He, however, endeavoured to out-balance
the natural and acquired advantages of the
one, by the dazzling trappings of confe-
quence in the other. He accordingly
appointed Ikajei to the command of the
province of Chundawur, which he had
recently conquered in the Carnatic from a
Polygar called Ragho ; and over it, and a

refpedtable
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refpetable army, gave him unbounded
authority. '

Dadajei, with whom Shavajei refided,
was at this time in poffeffion of a well
earned reputation. His fervices to Shah-
jel, in the government of Poonah, had
been eminent. ‘To him alone it was ow-
ing, that Aurungzebe had exhibited any
fymptoms of amity and forbearance. But
Shavajei’s turbulent and ambitious {pirit
was the fource of continual difquietude to
him. He ftrove by every effort to keep
him within the bounds of moderation, but
all to no effect. Shavajei was irreclaimable.
He burft all reftraint, and affumed the do-
minion of himfelf, |

Dadajei fmking under the weight of
years, and dreading the iffue of this ftrug-
gle for independency in Shavajei, gave up
~ all farthér relith for life, and taking poi-
fon, put an end to his anxieties and his
exiftence together. '

3 K Shavajei
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Shavajei no longer under the ap-

prehenfion of control, and ftimulated by
ambition and opportunity, feized the
reins of government on Dadajei’s death.
In the full confidence of power, he
formed an adminiftration. To Siam
Raje he confided the feals of the Peith-
wiee. Ragho Bulalutri he nominated
his fecretary ; and to Raghonat Balal
he entrufted the control and pay-
ment of his forces. His age at this
time was barely feventeen. A caft-off
likewife and an alien from his father..
But thefe were no impediments: they
were rather fpurs to the daring propen-
fities of his mind. ‘The vigorous ardour
of youth, tempered indeed by an uncom-
mon fhare of penetration and fagacity, led
him to decifion and promptitude in his
actions ; whilft the injuries he felt at his
father’s unjuft predilection for lkajei, his
youngeft born, fatisfied him of the re&ti-
tude  of a condu®, which had. nothing
for its obje®t but the. recovery of his
right.

I Shahjei,
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Shahjei, whofe refidence was in the Car-
natic, hearing of the ufurpation of his fon,
‘was, contrary to expeQation, fatisfied with
it. He publicly exonerated him from all
cenfure: and as a teftimony of his entire
approbation, invefted him with the go-

. vernment of Poonah and its dependencies.
In_this fituation of affairs, Aurungzebe
applied to Shavajei, as a dependent of the
empire for his -portion of the pecuniary
aid and military affiftance. But his man-
dates were derided, and his meflengers
infulted. ‘The application, however, was
ufeful to the afpiring Mahrattah. It gave
him the idea of an aflfefiment on all the
countries within the reach of his power.
He accordingly took the field, and made
a general levy of a fourth part of the re-
venues of each diftri&, and this arbitrary
contribution he denominated Chout *,

With

* This was the origin of the Chout, which hath
fince been levied, at one time or other, from every
country and potentate of Hindoftan: the Moguls not
excepted. Nay, to fo very high a pitch of confequence

K a2 did
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With troops, with treafure, and with
an eager thirft of dominion, Shavajei - was
not long in extending- his conquefts. He
marched into the fertile .province of
Cokun, and prefently fubduing it, ap-
pointed Raghonat Balal its governor. He
next tutned his fteps northward, and
thence {weeping round to the South, he
fo- alarmed the fovereigns of the Decan,
“that the Sultan of Bidjahpoor (with the
full acquiefcence of Shahjei, who reprobated
this condu& of his fon) fent a confiderable
army to oppofe his progrefs, under the
command of Abdoolat Cawn.

- Shavajei who was averfe to contention
with fo formidable an opponent, agreed to
a conference with the Bidjahpoor general.
‘They met at an appointed fpot, within
the fight of both armies. But Abdoolat

did the Mahrattahs exalt themfelves, that Bahadur
Shaw carried into execution what a former emperor
had planned, the allowing the Mahrattahs nine rupees
out of every hundred, of the general revenues of the

empire, -This tribute he denominated Surdaifmooky.

Cawn
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Cawn was lefs generous than Shavajei:
he bafely attempted to affaflinate the Mah-
rattah, while fpiritedly vindicating his
a@ions, with refpet to the court of Bid-
japoor. ‘The refult was, that Abdoolat
Cawn was inftantly cut down by Sha-
vajei’s own hand *. The Bidjahpoor camp
was attacked with a refolution rendered
invincible by animofity and revenge. Sha-
vajei was victorious, and remained mafter
of the field. The fon of Abdoolat Cawn,
however, affembling an army afrefh, at-
tacked Shavajei while lying before Put-
tali. But here the fuperior fortune -of
the Mahrattah again manifefted itfelf,

The Bidjahpourans met with a thorough
defeat. '

* This is the fa&, and not as is related in a late work
ftyled Hiftorical Fragments of the Mogul Empire,
where the author, from mifinformation, has been led
to {ay, that ¢ Sevaji feduced the commander Abdul to
“ a canference, and ftabbed him.” Treachery was
aimed at, but never intended by Sevaji. He was meant
the facrifice.

\ K 3 Aurung-
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" Aurungzebe, the reigning emperor of
Hindoftan, whofe ambition was as bound-
lefs as that of Shavajei, fmarting at the
infults thewn by the latter to his Vackeels;
and moreover refolving to crufh effeGtually
the rifing greatnefs of the Mahrattahs, or-
dered the Imperial army, under Shaiftah
Cawn, to Poonah. Shavajei, undifmayed
at the threatened vengeance of the Mogul,
boldly met his General in the field. A
bloody battle enfued. But -vi€tory, as
-ufual, appeared for the Mahrattahs. Shaif-
tah Cawn was defeated, and forced to
return to Dehli.

‘Defenfive meafures were no  longer
neceffary.  Shavajei bending his way to
Surat, attacked, carried, and plundered
‘that Imperial city in 1664. He next
engaged the Imperialifts under Mohkim,
a commander of great reputation; and
having routed them with flaughter, flew
their general in the purfuic. - He then
returned to Poonah, and there giving
himfelf up to devotion, lavifhed digni-

: ties
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ties and rewards on the order of the Brah-
mins. But Aurungzebe was ftill deter-
mined in his purpofe. He marched an
army from Dehli, under the celebrated
leaders Dilleir Cawn and Jufwint Rae.
They reached Poorundur, which, after an
obftinate defence, was obliged to capitulate,
They next moved towards Poonah. Here
likewife they were fuccefsful. In a word,
the ftandards of the Royal Houfe of Ti-
mnur, ftreaming with their ancient re-
fplendency, again enfured viGory where-
ever they were difplayed. Shavajei thrunk
from the ftorm that was thus hurled
againft him; and fubmitting himfelf to
Dilleir Cawn‘, repaired, together with his
fon, to the Imperial Court at Dehh.

Aurungzebe received the humbled Mah-
rattah with an affe@ed, but infolent mode-
ration. He exprefled regret at the punifh-
ment he had been compelled to inflit 5
but he difregarded the application of Sha-
vajei, when he folicited for the little iflands
of Hundry and Kunary, at that time go-

K 4 verned
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verned, on the- part of Nizam Shaw, by
the Siddees Sundrur and Yacoote. This
impolitic feverity doubly difgufted the Mah-
yattah, He felt the higheft indignation
at the refufal; nor could he forbear ma-
nifefting it, even to the emperor himfelf.
He meditated revenge. Nor was he tardy
in carrying it into execution: for making -
his efcape, he thortly found himfelf at the
head of a formidable army, which, at-
tached to his perfon aud his interefts, en-
abled him, with aftonifhing rapidity, to
reconquef the countries which had f{ub-
mitted to Dillier Cawn,

He now refolved to eret a fovereign-
ty over the Mahrattahs, and to render
that fovereignty permanent in his own
family. He accordingly, with all the
ufual and eflential formalities of Hindoftan,
in theyear 1674, caufed himfelf to be
enthroned at Royhindgen, which from that
day hath been denominated Rajagur; and
with all the abfolute authority of Ra-
jah, aflumed that title. Here commences,

2 - the
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the @ra of the Dynafty of the Mahrattah
Rajahs. : ,

~ But Shavajei was ftill menaced from
Dehli.  Befides which, his fon Sambhajei
was rebellioufly éiming at independency.
To avert thefe evils, he took every pof-
fible precaution. But the wounded pride
of Aurungzebe was not to be foothed intg
pacific meafures. He poured an irrefifti- -
“ble force into the territories of Poonah,
and once more compelled Shavajei to fub«
mit. Peace continued between three and
four years. But the luft of dominion in_
~ Shavajei was not to be reftrained. Re-
poflefling himfelf, therefore, of all the
places wrefted from him by the Impe-
rialifts, he in the vindi&tive {pirit of re~
taliation, a fecond time vifited and facked
the city of Surat,

Shahjei, the father of Shavajei, was ftill
alive; but being treacheroufly circum-
vented, was feized and delivered over to the
reigning prince of Bijahpoor, his implaca-
ble enemy. The cruel fate decreed the

" old
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old man, was ‘that of being buried alive.
Shavajei heard of it. He immediately put
his army in motion, and with a celerity
almoft incredible, haftened towards the
‘Carnatic. The news of his approach ter-
rified the enemies of his father. The in-
human fentence was deferred. Shahjei
found means to efcape. But the wrath of
the fon was not to be appeafed.  Fire and
fword fpread defolation through the domi-
nions of Bijahpoor. ‘The aged Shahjei at
laft interceded; and his injuries were for-
given, though relu&antly, by Shavajet.

* About this time Shavajei had another
fon born to him, whom he named Rajah
Ram. Shahjei, whofe affe¢tions had been
fomewhat eftranged from Shavajei, felt,
at this laft inftance of filial tendernefs and
attachment, a full return of his former .
tendernefs. Accident had a long while.
pfcvcntedA them from feeing each other.
An interview was eagerly defired by both.
They accordingly met, and continued to-
gether during feveral wecks at Poonah.

Hifto-
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Hiftorians dwell on this fcens with pe-
culiar fatisfation. The aged warrior
is reprefented clafping his exalted child,
whofe glory was in full bloflom, in
his enfeebled arms; while tears of grati-
tude intermixed with thofe of filial refpect
and veneration, fell from the gallant affer-
tor of Hindoo independency. ‘The hoary
chief beheld in his fon the founder of a
race of kings. ‘The fon faw in his father
the origin of the greatnefs of the Mahrattah
name. But it was the laft time they were
to meet. A fall from his horfe, as he

was hunting, put an end to the exiftence
of Shahjei. '

Shavajei was now without competitor.
His army was the moft formidable in
Hindoftan, and his treafury full. To
extend his dominion was therefore his firft
obje&. Purfoojei, his coufin, he appointed
his Sé&na or General, and then marching
towards Bijahpoor, quickly reduced that
kingdom t5 a tributary province. He
next entered Berar, plundered Karinja, and

4 levied
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levied the Chout. Thence moving, he
took and plundered Bifthenpoor ; and be-
ing unfuccefsful in a négociation with the
Siddees, for the iflands of Hundry and
Kunary, he vigoroufly attacked the Sid-
dee Yofif Khan, and laid fiege to Raje- -
poor, which furrendered after an obftinate
refiftance. . ' T

In this brilliant career, Shavajei felt
humbled at the inglorious condu& of
his brother Ikajei, who, fo far from
treading in the fteps of ambition, was
indolently diffipating his time in the

lap of luxury and voluptuoufnefs. Nor
" could all his remonftrances or threats
roufe him to. a&ivity. He even tried
harfher meafures, and difpoflefled him for
a time of his country. But all would
not avail. Tkajei’s frame of mind was
not to be altered. He returned him his
country, 'therefore, and never after gave
him farther moleftation *.

Sha-

. ‘Ikajei left three fons, the two elder of whom died
without iflue. The defcendants of the younger,
whofe
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Shavajet, like the generality of Hin-
doos, was fuperftitiods. It is even faid,
that from his childith days he was uncom-
monly and unaffeGedly religious. How-
ever this may have been, he was now pro-
fufe to the Bramins. His favours and

“attention to them were unbounded. Their
influence even at this day. in the empire
of the Mahrattahs, may be attributed to
his generofity.  But they repaid him (and
nothing can more pointedly fhew the ex-
cefs of Braminical pretenfions) with in-

~gratitude.  They refufed, though he
earneftly folicited the indulgence, to admit
him of their order.

- But Shavajei’s Sun was now in its de-
cline. His arms gave way on a freth in-
vafion from the quarter of Dehli. Run-
mat Cawn, the Imperial general, gained
over him a compleat and a decifive victory.

whofe name was Joockajei, are flill of confideration
in the Mahrattah empire, though unconnected with
the ruling government.

But
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But domeftic misfortunes bore harder on
his quiet. He might recover from the
blow which had been given him by the
Moguls ; but the diflentions of his fa-
mily threatened a termination in blood.
The prognoftic was fatally fulfilled, him-
felf falling the firft vitim. His fecond
wite, the mother of Rajah Ram, had him
taken off by poifon, in order that the
dominion of the Mahrattahs might de-
volve on her own child, in preference to-
Sumbhajei ; who, agreeably to primoge-. -
niture, and to the intentions of his father,

was to be nominated by will to fucceffion
in the Rajahthip.

Thus fell Shavajei, the celebrated foun-
der of the Dynafty of Mahrattah Rajahs,
who firft thook the ftability of the throne. .
of the Moguls in the reign of Aurung-
zebe, and who pointed the way to thofe
immenfe acquifitions, which the Mahrat-
tahs very fhortly afterwards'made in every
corner of the Peninfula, and in the remo-
teft parts of Hindoftan. |

Rajah



ANALYSIS OF INDIA. 143

" Rajah Ram, favoured by a cabal in the
ftate, afcended the Mufnud of his father.:
But he did not retain it long. Sumbha-
jet’s influence and pretenfions prevailed,
after an ineffe®ual ftruggle on the part of
his brother. Rajah Ram was imprifoned,
and all his adherents difperfed. Sumbha-
jei reigned but for a few years. He was
‘treacheroufly, betrayed into the hands of
Aurungzebe, who, with a cruelty that
ftamped his charaéter, cowardly and exul-
tingly put him to an ignominious death.

The government devolved on his fon Sa-
hoojei.  Sahoojei, or, as he hath been’

erroneoufly called by Europeans, the Sa-

hou Rajah, afcended the throne in 1689,

and died without iffue, when the crown in

confequence fell to Ram Rajah, the eldeft’

fon of Rajah Ram, that prince being alfo
deceafed. Ram Rajah ruled over the Mah-

rattahs till December 1777, when he
likewife died ; and fince that period, there -
has been no fovereign of that formidable

people.

We

-
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We are now arrived at the period in which
the Mahrattah hiftory becomes peculiarly
worthy of the attention of Europeans.
Their conquefts, their ftruggles with the
power of the Moguls, and their almoft -
general ufurpation of the Decan and the
Carnatic, have already been flightly touc'hed
upon. Thefe were, however, in a great
meafure unconneted with the interefts of
Europeans. The fcene hath- fiice been
changed. Much hath latterly happened
to open the eyes of mankind, to an obfer-
vance of a body, which, fimple as it was
in its origin, was adequate to almoft uni~
verfal conqueft in the Eaft; but which,
by fubfequent complication, fell into un~
wicldinefs and imbecility.  The head
lopped from the ftate, left the ambition
of individuals free fcope for territorial ac-
quifitions. ‘The fyftem no longer retained
a confiftency of meafures. It became a
disjoiited mafs of interefts and dependen-
cies. ' |

‘When
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When Ram Rajah came to the throne
of the Mahrattahs in 1 740, two minifters
of extenfive abilities, held the adminiftra-
tion of affairs, Bajirow. as Peithwé of'
the empire ; and Ragojei as Buxy. Thefe
“two men, daring and ambitious, and un-.
checked by principle, refolved to take ad-
vantage of the incapacity of Ram Rajah.
That unhappy Prince, therefore, had
" fcarcely afcended the throne, as the undif-
puted fucceflor of Sahoojei, when they
boldly and openly ufurped the whole au-
thority of hjs government. Bajirow feized.
the weftern provinces of the empire, and
made Poonah his capital. Ragojei retain-
ed the eaftern, and fixed his refidence
at Naugpoor. They. confined. the Rajah
to his palace and gardens at Satarrah,
where.he was never feen on bufinefs; nor
vifited even on any other occafion, but by-
thofe immediately of his houfehold. The
jagheers hereditarily held by the Rajahs
of Sdtarrah, they ftill continued to him;
befides which, he was .penfioned with a
revenue of. one lack of rupees per month:

L ) © for
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far his ardinary expences, and a guard of
two thoufand. horfe for the proteGion of
his perfon. But beyond this, every thing
was denied him. Once a year, it is true,
he was permitted to thew himfelf in and
~ about Satarrah. He then was, as it were,
worfhipped. The ufurpers of his govern-
ment, together with the great officers: of
fate, all acknowledged him as their pa-
ramount lord ; but, the cruel pageantry at
an end, this wretched fovereign of a day
-was again’ unmured: within the walls of
his palace; and there was de;aiue&,‘Un«
til the. returning feafon - brought about
a frefh and a heart-rending mockery of
freedom. Yet ftill his name and fignet
were ufed in the adminiftration of affairs.
Even the Kheldt, or bonourary drefs of
office; was made to come from him on
every appointment of importance.

"The form of government eftablithed by
thefe afpiring chieftains was. nearly fimilar.
Bajirow, however, retained the title of
Peithwdl, whick an{wexs to that of Vizier

' 1 in

e~
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in Mahommedan ftates, that office vefting
in him the whole executive adminifiration
of affairs. The office of Dewan he con-
ferred upon his relation, Sadathee, com-
monly called the Bhow. The other pofts
of confequence, fuch as the i’urhaveefe,
who has the charge and colleftion of the
public revenues, and the Buckfhi Seena
Saheb, who has the charge and payment
of the army, he likewife beftowed upont
men of high rank and abilities. His in-
tent was, that thefe trufts fhould be revo-
cable at pleafure. But as he was careful
that the Peéifhwithip fhould continue here-
ditary in his family, they alfo took pre-
cautions that their offices fhould devolve
in fucceffion to their defcendants.

Whatever might be the appellations,
and however unwarrantably affumed by
Bajirow, whether that of Peithwi, or Pun-
dit Purdhaun, it is incontrovertible that
his power was fupreme. Time, indeed,
faw it leflen confiderably. ‘The other
chiefs then began to fecl their ftrength, and

Lz to
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to rife in their pretenfions. ‘They ac-
knowlcdged themfelves to hold their lands
by feudatory tenure from the Rajah or the
Peifthwi ; but at the fame time affumed the
privilege of exercifing fovereign jurifdiGtion
: in their feveral diftri®ts. They even in-
fitted upon a participation in the domeftic
regulations of the ftate. Being conneted
with foreign affairs, they took the protecQ‘
tion or fuperintendance of thofe of the
different Princes of Hindoftan into . their
own hands. One, for inftance, attended
to the tranfaions and the interefts of
Dehli, and the more northern parts of the
-empire ; another to thofe of the Carnatic;
a third to thofe of Myfore; and a fourth
to thofe of the Decan. '

_ But the Peithwéd was flill the head and
the ruling principle of this vaft confede-
racy. A circumftantial detail of all the
conquefts, and all the depredations pre-
~ vioufly committed by the Mahrattahs,
would fwell this little fketch beyond the
Limits which we muft neceflarily prefcribe

to .
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to our enquiries. Let it fuffice to fay,
that although they had penetrated as fat
as Dehli in the year of the Higeira 1131,
or of Chrift 1718, they did not move
with a declared intent of invading - Hin=
doftan, and the other dominions of the
Mogul, until 1147, when Bajirow march-
ed dire¢tly for the capital of the empire,
" He reached Dehli in 1148, firft having
compelled the Mogul to confer upon him -
the powerful and extenfive Soubahthip’ of
Malva, which he left in fucceffion to his -
children. ‘The year of the Higeira 1173,
or 1759, they again were feen in Hin-
doftan, under Raghonaut-Row and other
leaders, having been invited to the affife
tance of a revolted governor of Lahore:
Nor was all the force which could be
brought againft them,- though aided by
Achmed ‘Shaw and his fierce Abdalis, {uf-
ficient to divert them from their purpofe.
They reinftated Adinah Beig in his go-
vernment of Lahore ; and ftipulating with
him for the annual fum of feventy-five
Jacks of rupees, ftationed a confiderable

Ly army



‘ A
oo ANALYSIS OF INDIA:
army in the very heart of the emplre,
under Joonkoo

e
)

*This Mahrattah {wayed with abfolute
authority. ‘The government of Lahore
thortly becoming vacant at the death of
Adinah Beig, he appointed a Mahrattah,
named Saba, to rule over it.  Saba pufhed
his conquefts to the banks of the river At-
tock. ‘The Mahommedans became alarmed
at this growing power of the Mahrattahs,
The Hindoo Rajahs alfo felt the gal-
ling and heavy yoke of their oppreffion.
‘The only remaining refource was in the
powerful fovereign of the Abdalis, Ach-
med Shaw, Achmed Shaw was accors
dingly applied to: who entering Hin. -
doftan, for the fixth time, drove the Mah-
rattahs before him.

A negociation was at this period on foot .
between the Mahrattah, Duttajei-Scindia,
who derived his authority immediately
from Poonah, and Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, the
Soubahdar of Owd. But the approach of

the
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the Abdalis fuddenly broke it offi 'The
Mahrattahs now prepared themfelves for
a conteft, which was decidedly to fix
their fate in Hindoftan. They haftily
affembled; and undet the command of
Duttajei-Scindia and Joonkoo, march.
ed to meet the Shaw. ‘Their army
was computed at more than eighty thou-
{and horfe. Achmed.Shaw prepared like-
wife on his part. The Mahommedans
and Hindoos had joined him. Thefe re-
inforcements gave him a fuperority of
numbers. He accordingly pafled into
the Unterbaid (the Dodb, or country
between the Ganges and the Jumna¥,
and towards the clofe of the year 1759,
came to an altion with the Mahrat-
tahs, which was moft bloody and defi--
nitive. The Mahrattahs were routed.
Duttajei-Scindia, with feveral other chiefs
of diftin&ion, were flain.  Joonkoo, with
the remains of his army fled, and was
purfued: nor could he afterwards rally,
although Hoolkar, who was then in the
* Thefe vivers take their rife in the Cummaoon Hills.

L4 neigh-
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neighbourhood of Jypoor or Jynuggar,
marched with a confiderable force to hig
relief. Hoolkar even fell into a fnare—
he was furprifed at Secundra, and with
difficulty made his efcape with only three
followers, .

- Sadafthee, or the Bhow, was -at this
- time in the Decan. He no fopner heard
of Duttajei’s death, and the misfortune
which had befallen Hoolkar, than he
moved with 2 farmidable and well-ap-
pointed army, furnithed with a train of
‘European artillery, to revenge this dif-
grace of the Mahrattah arms. At Muthra
he was joined by the celebrated Ghazy.
Ul-Deen-Cawn, and by Soprudge-Mull,
the chief of the Jates. But when he
reached the Jumna, he found that river
impaffable from the rains. He altered his
purpofe, therefore, and inftead of endea-
| vourihg to bring the Abdali to allion, at
‘once bent his courfe towards Dehli, which
city he entered without much oppofition,

The
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'The citadel furrendered to him a few days
after. -

. 'The condu¢t of the Bhow was cruel
and rapacious.. He inflicted the fevereft
punifhments, and plundered even from
the fepulchres of the dead. About the
middle of the year 1560, the rains having
fubfided, he marched from Dchli, having
raifed Mirza- Jewan-Bukht (Shah-Aulum’s
eldeft fon) to the throne, and appointed
Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, though abfent, his
Vizier. From Dehli he proceeded to
Koonjpoorah, which fell into his hands.
He afterwards advanced towards Sirhind.
But Achmed Shaw, enraged at his having
put the garrifon of Koonjpoorah to the
{word, followed him with aftonithing ra-
pidity, and came up with him at Panniput.
Here the Bhaw entrenched himfelf, But a
large reinforcement of which he was in ex-
peation being cut off, and his army daily
‘decreafing from the want of provifions, he -
refolved, with the unanimous concurrence
of his officers, to try his fortune in the

- L field,
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field. The Mahrattahs accordingly ad-
vanced from their lines. ‘The Mahome-
dans and their allies alfo moved. The
a&tion commenced : Carnage and deftruc-
tion fpread on every fide. ‘The iffue,
as is more particularly detailed hereafter,
was favourable to Achmed Shaw. The
Bhow was compleatly defeated. Full
fifty thoufand horfe fell into the victor’s
hands, a prodigious treafure, and fome
thoufands of elephants and camels. Two
and twenty thoufand Mahrattahs are even
recorded to have been diftributed in bon-
dage on this unfortunate day.

Of all the chiefs who furvived this
fatal blow (which firft gave a fhock
to the very foundation of the Mahrat-
tah power) Hoolkar was the principal ;
he effe@ted his efcape but with the
 utmoft difficulty.  The confternation
it occafioned at Poonah was dreadful :
Scarce a family of confideration but
mourned the lofs of fome dear conneétion..

Bajirow,
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_ Bajirow, the Peifhwd, was now dead.
Nor was his fon and fucceffor Balajei long
to bemoan the late difgrace. He funk un-
~ der the weight of it, and was fucceeded by
his fecond fon Mhadarow, the eldeft being
flain in the battle. ‘The defcendants of
. Bajirow, the firft fovercign Peithwi, if we
may be allowed the expreffion, of Poonah,
were in the following order: Balajei, or
Balajeirow, and Raghonaut-Row his fons.
Balajei had Bifwafs-Row, killed at Pan-
niput, Mhadarow and Narrain-Row. Nara
rain-Row, of all thefe three, alone left
iflie. His widow was delivered of a
boy, the prefent Peifhwd Mahaderow, in

1774

Thus much at prefent of the weftern,
or- Poonah empire of the Mahrattahs.
We now for a moment will look at the .
eaftern branch, and its conne@ions. Ra-
gojei, denominated Bhonfalah, a Rajahpute
and a defcendant of the Oodipou fovereigns,
from whom Shavajee, the anceftor of the
Mahrattah Rajahs, derived his origin, we

: " have
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have feen ufurp at the fame time with Baji-
xow, this part of his mafter’s dominions ; but
the ambitien of Ragojei was confined. He
contented himfelf with the fovereignty of
- Berar and its dependencies ¥. He left four
{ons, Janojee, Sabajee, Mhoodajee, and Bum-
bajee.  Janojee fucceeded his father : but,
'dying without children, left his three
‘brothets in poffeflion of his country, in
the Summer of 1742, having previoufly
adopted Seway Ragojei, fon to Mhoodajei,
for his fucceflor, a youth about twelve
years of age. ‘The guardianfhip of this
boy occafioned a competition among the
brothers, which was at firft decided by
arms, in favour of Sabajee. But it ulti-
mately fell into the hands of Mhoodajei
who in a pitched battle defeated the army
. of Sabajei, that chief having fallen in the
ation. Mhoodajei ftill continues, and

% And a general combination of interefts with the .
Soubahdar of the Decan : excepting when the Peithwa
contended with him, and then he remained neuter.

18
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is acknowledged, fovereign of Berar.
His revenues are confiderable. Berar and
Cuttack alone are eftimated at one hundred -
and eight lacks of rupees annually. The
former eighty four:. the latter twenty
four. Befides which, Mhoodajet Bhon-
falah, as has been already mentioned,
is indifputably heir to the Rajahthip of
‘Poonah. A dignity, indeed, it is proba-
ble he will never defire ; the minifterial
party of Poonah being too firmly rooted,
to be fhaken in its ufurpation. Moreover
his independency (as he urged when encou-
raged by the Englifh a few years ago) be-
ing infinitely better eftablithed as the ruler
of Berar, than it would be as the Rajah
of Satarrah.

 Exclufive of thefe families, which firft
led the way to the participation of the
Mahrattah dominions, there are others of
powerful confideration. The principal of
which are Tookajei-Holkar, and Mbha-
dajei-Scindia. Thefe chiefs, befides other
territories of vaft extent, {preading from

Can-
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Candaith and Guzurat, to the banks of
the Jumna, divide the whole of the rich
Province of Malva betwees, them. ‘Too-
kajei Hoolkar refides gt Endore. Mha-
dajei-Scindia at Ugien. Each can bring
mto the field an army of fifty thoufand .
borfe. The year 1772 faw them mani-
feft their ftrength : they then, in conjunc-
tion with Byfajei, marched to Dehli, and
compelled the Mogul to grant them fun-
nuds for the provinces of Korah and Alla-
habad. ‘That they did not take pofieffion
-of them, was owing to ay alarm of the
Englith being on their way to reinforce
Shujah-Ul-Dowlah and the Rohillas.

We now return to the' adminiftration
of Poonah, with whofe tranfations Euro-
-pean politics have lately been deeply en-
gaged. The Mahrattah government we
have already mentioned to have been an
abfolute monarchy, until the death of
Séhoojei, the immediate predeceflor of Ram
Rajah; and we have alfp remarked it to

. have
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have been vigorous and profperous in all

its branches. It then fpread into various |
and unconnefted channels; and was evi-
dently enfeebled by its difunion. Bajirow,
who firft ufurped the fovereignty, and

~ annexed it to the Peithwithip left two

fons, Balajei-Row and Raghonaut-Row,
or Ragobah. The former, on the death
of his father, came to the government
of Poonah, as Peithwi. The latter had
the command of a province on the fron-
~tiers of Bengal.  Balajei-Row’s reign
was fhort and pacific. On the death of
Balajei-Row, Madahrow, his fon, then
eighteen years of age, laid claim to the
government, and infifted on holding in
his own hands the reins of adminiftsation.
But in this he was oppofed by Raghonaut-
Row, who leaving the province imme-

- diately" on the news of his brother’s death,

demanded the regency, as the natural guar~
dian of his nephew. The adherents of
Madahroaw, and the friends of his fa-
~ ther, however, ftood by the young Peith-
wi ; and being firm in bis fupport, Rag-

g honaut-
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honaut-Row was at length obhged to ﬁy
from Poonah. ' ~

Inftead of returning to_his own com+
mand, Raghonaut-Row repaired to the'
Soubahdar of the Decan; whom he, by
promifes of a remiffion of chout, gained
over to his interefts, and was thereby
enabled to take the field with a powers
ful army againft his nephew. The two
armies foon met, and a battle enfued, in
which Raghonaut-Row had the advantage.
Overtures ‘of peace were in confequence
made to, and accepted by him, He was
recalled to Poonah, and invefted with the
entire’ government of the kingdom in the -
name of his nephew.

A fyftem of this nature could not
laft long; jealoufies and apprehenfions
were the conftant -attendants on both-
parties 5 infomuch, that Raghonaut-Row
attempted his efcape once more from
Poonah, but was prevented by the

timely notice which Madahrow received
| of
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of his intentions. Raghonaut Row was

then thrown into prifon, where he re-
mained for many years.

After a tranquil reign, and a profpe&
of much happinefs to his people, Madah-
Row departed this life on the '17th of
November 1772. Before he expired,
however, he releafed his uncle ; and call-
ing both him and a younger brother of
his own, whom he meant to be his fuc-
ceflor, before him, he conjured them to
be affeGtionate and kind to each other;
and in order that the charge, with which
he meant to inveft Raghonaut-Row, (that
of guardian to the young Narrain-Row,)
fhould be as folemn as poffible; ¢¢ Re-
¢ ceive,” faid he, placing the hand of
Narrain-Row in that of his uncle, ¢ re-
«¢ ceive under your prote&ion this youth,
-¢¢ who never injured you. You have no
¢ fon; he is your neareft rélation ; and,
¢¢ therefore, muft fucceed to you, if am-
¢ bition- fhould induce you to wreft the
¢ government from him. Do you with

M ¢¢ for
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¢ for power ! ‘There can be no occafion
¢¢ to depofe him, for he will regulate his
condu& by your advice. If wealth be
your objec, his treafury will be open
at your command.”

(13
(14

(13

Narrain-Row, in confequence of his
brother’s nomination, and of - his own
i"lght, fucceeded Madah-Row as Peifhwa,
‘and gave the management of affairs to his
uncle.

Matters were in this fituation, when
Raghonaut-Row, either prompted by am-
bition, or perhaps the more admiflible
plea, according to Eaftern politics, of felf-
prefervation, determined on the death of
his nephew. He accordingly entrufted
his defign to two Soubahdars or captains,
men on whom he could depend, and who
engaged to perpetrate the horrid deed.

In Afiatic countries there never is a
dearth of affaffins ; Princes can as’ eafily
be furnithed with the hand to execute, as

with
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with the inftrument to hurl the deftruc-
“tion. The time fet apart for this tragic
fcene was the afternoon, when the un-

fortunate Narrain reclined  himfelf to
reft.

At that hour, lulled in fecurity and
repofe, the unhappy youth was furprifed.
He fled to his uncle, whom he fupplicated
in the moft pathetic manner to fave his’
lifé 5 told him to take his kingdom, and
even to imprifon him loaded with. irons,
~ but to have pity on his youth, tofave him
from deftru&ion, to fave ‘him from the
hands of the mifcreants who furrounded
him. Raghonaut-Row for a moment re-
relented, and pleaded for him, but in vain.
The wretches, who were attuated by re-
venge, as well as by defire of gain, an~’
fwered haughtily, *¢ When we drew our
« fwords, we threw away the fcabbards.
¢ If he lives, we perith;” and then rufh-
ing on their vi€tim, who clung round his
uncle’s neck in all the agony of terror
.and defpair, ftabbed him to the heart, and

M2 o left
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left him breathlefs at his fect. One cir-
cumftance; however, is undoubted, and
therefore ﬂwuld_hot be - omitted ; that
Raghonaut-Row, in endeavouring to fave
his nephew, received fome defperate wounds
himfelf ; and this he advances as a ftrong
“proof of his innocence in the affair.

 Before it was publicly known that Nar-
rain‘-R'OWI‘ was killed, Raghonaut-Row’s
party had: got under arms, and he himfelf
endeavoured, by lavithing confiderable
ﬁ:lm;; among the people, to flifle their in-
“dignation. . Narrain’s friends were there-
fore unable to appear, efpecially as they
found themfelves without a leader of fuf-
ficient confequence to give dignity to their
caufe. It is probable alfo, that Ragho-
naut-Row, in fome degree, owed his fecu-
rity to that indifference with which the
fubje@s of Eaftern ftates admit of revolu-
tions of this nature, : ~

- When every thing appeared tolerably
tranqml at home, ‘Raghonaut-Row, ac-
2 S  cowding
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cording to the ufual cuftom of the Mah-
rattahs, took the field, leaving an adopted
fon in the government of Poonah. And
here it is to be obferved, that this adopted
fon has always been confidered as the in-
ftigator of the murder of Narrain-Row ;
for it was on his producing a letter (after-
wards proved to be forged) containing
dangerous fentiments with refpe& ro Rag-
honaut-Row, that the Regent firft deter-
mined to have his nephew affaffinated.

The pretence made ufe of by Ragho-
naut-Row for raifing an army, was to
attack the Soubahdar of the Decan, with .
whom he had recently quarrelled ; but
in reality he found it neceflary to have a
body of troops in the field to oppofe Go-
pincabah, the mother of Narrain-Row,
who had many adherents in the country,
and who was preparing to revenge the
murder of her fon. Befides which, he
had reafon to apprehend, that an alliance
was meditated between that Princefs and

M 3 ~ Janajer-
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Janajei-Bhonfalah of Berar, and Nizam-
Ally-Cawn, the Soubahdar of the Decan.

The widow of Balajei-Row had left
Poonah when her eldeft fon, with whom
the had fome difagreement, fucceeded. to
his father, and retired to Benares, the
Mecca of the Gentoos, where it was ima-
gined fhe had determined to end her days.
‘The death of her favourite fon, however,
roufed her from her retirement, and the
now armed to revenge his fall.

Raghonaut-Row, after marching to-
wards Hydrabad, the ufual refidence of
the Soubahdar of the Decan, and having
a few fkirmifthes with that prince, con-
cluded a peace with him upon eafy terms
to both. He then marched towards the
Seera province, from thence fent an envoy
to Hyder-Ally-Cawn, and alfo wrote to
the Nabob of the Carnatic in hoftile terms.
Very foon after he had concluded the
treaty of friendfhip with the Soubahdar
of the Decan, he was informed that the

widow



ANALYSIS OF INDIA. - 167

widow of Narrain-Row was with child:
true or falfe, he found it was the intention
of  his enemies to raife up a rival againft
him, fupported by hereditary claim,

Before he received anfwers from either:
the Nabob of the Carnatic or Hyder-Ally-
Cawn, news was alfo brought him that
his adopted fon had abandoned Poonah,
and that a very formidable alliance had
taken place between Gopincabah, Seway-
Ragojei, the fucceflor of Janojei, and the
Soubahdar of the Decan. This intelli-
gence haftened his march towards Poonah.
"He had not proceeded, however, farther
than the river Beama, when he found his
enemies encamped with an army of twenty
thoufand fighting men. An engagement
was now unavoidable: each army difputed
the field with obftinacy, but the allies
were in the end viGorious. Raghonaut-
Row thus difcomfited, and deferted by all
his followers, fled to the northward,
After undergoing great fatigue, and efcap~
ing a variety of dangers, he took fhelter

M4 " in
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in the country of Mulhar-Ras-Scindia, a
confiderable Mahrattah chief (and prede-
ceflor of Madhajei Scindia, fo well known
to the Englith) where he remained for
fome time. The battle we have juft
mentioned was fought about the sth of
April 17743 and on the roth of the fame
month the new-born fon of Narrain-Row’s
widow was publicly declared his father’s
fucceflor at Poonah.

‘The Englifh Prefidency of Bombay took
part with Raghonaut-Row, in confequ’ence;
of his folicitations, and entered into an al-
". liance with him. The ceffions he made
to the Company by that treaty were in-.
difputably great, and in fuch light were.
they feen by the Dire&ors in England ;.
who declared their entire approbation un-:
der every circumftance of what had been,
done refpeting. Raghonaut-Row, and di--
re&ed their governments of Madras and.
Bengal to co-operate, if neceflary, in:
maintaining what had -been ceded ta.
them.’ .
But
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But the Government-general of Bengal,
viewing matters through a different me-
dium, had, previous to the receipt of
thefe orders, totally difapproved of the
treaty concluded with Raghonaut-Row,
and ordered it to be cancelled; and had.
even fent Colonel Upton to Poonah, who
in the end concluded a freth one with
the oppofite party. '

The Englith forces were in confequence
recalled ; and Raghonaut-Row, deferted
by all, and particularly by the Englifh,
with whom he had folemn engagements,
was under the néceﬂity of claiming their
protetion of his perfon at Surat.

One of the articles of the treaty con-
cluded by Colonel Upton particularly {pe-
cified the allowance that the Poonah ad-
miniftration fhould make to Raghonaut-
Row, provided he would quictly take up
~his refidence in a place allotted him in
their country, nor ever leave it without
~ their exprefs permiffion. This he would

R not -

~



170 ANALYSIS OF INDIA.

not heatken to, but rather chofe to truft
himfelf to the prote&ion of thofe who,
agreeably to the laws and good faith of
nations, were actually bound to affift him
to the utmoft of their power; vainly

flattering himfelf (as the inglorious con- -
" du& of the prefidency of Bombay after-
 wards glaringly manifefted) that fome
unforefeen event might, one day or other,
enable him to cope with his adverfaries,
and to affert his right, in an effeGual
- manner, to the government of Poonah.

The government of Poonah now ex-
hibited a new, and an unufual afpe&.-
On the death of Sahoojei, the full admi--
niftration of it, in its executive branches,
fell into the hands of the Peithwa. The "
fovereign became a cypher. The minif-
ter was the efficient ruler. But on the
death of Madah-Row, the abfolute au-
thority of the Peifhwa began to decline ;
and on the murder of Narrain-Row, it
may be faid to have been nearly annihi-
lated.

From
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From the Peithwa, the fupreme power
now defcended to the Dewan of the
Peithwa, the under-minifter of the em-
pire. Nor was he permitttd to enjoy it
alone, He was forced to a participation’
of it with the Purnaveefe, who, in reality,
a fhort time afterwards, compelled him to
relinquith the whole. The Purnaveefe,
or fecretary of ftate, N ana-Balajee-Pundit,
was not fo thoroughly benefited by this
alteration of fyftem as he at firft had
reafon to expe&. His colleagues in of-

fice infifted on fharing the fovereign au-
thority. Nor-did the diflemination ftop
here ; the powerful Jagheerdars, following
the example of their fuperior, and be-
lieving the minority of the Peifhwa to be
tantamount to his non-exiftence, arrogated
to themfelves an independency not infe-
rior to the Purnaveefe. ‘Thus the Purna- -
veefe, though the appar entregent of the
ftate, was in reality no more than the
occafional principal of a many-heade.d
montter.

Au
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An empire at once fo indiftin& and tu-
multuous, afforded the moft favourable op-
portunities to Raghonaut-Row for his re-
eftablifthment. He was accordingly fa-
voured (in oppofition to the junto who
drove him from Poonah) by Sookeram-
Baboo, the Dewan, and Mooraba-Pundit,
the nephew and fuppofed fucceffor of the
Purnaveefe, befides Futty-Sing, Guicwar
of Guzarat, all of them powerful, and
abounding in refources : but unfortunate-
1y for him, their union proceceded more
from an apprehenfion that the Purnaveefe
aimed at fovereignty, than any predilec-
tion for his defperate fortunes.

The Prefidency of Bombay, however,
allured by the affurances of fo formidable
a fa&ion, wildly endeavoured by two at-
tempts to reftore him; but they failed.
In the laft, when the fatal enterprife
againft Poonah, in 1478, brought difgrace
on the Englith arms, he found himfelf
obliged to furrender, and that, he fays,

to enfure the fafety of the Bombay troops.
“ We
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¢ We were embarked together,” fays he,
¢ and our veflel was finking. As it was
“ on my account, therefore, that the
« Englith had expofed themfelves to dan-
¢ ger, it was but juft that my utmoft
¢ endeavours fhould be ufed for their

¢ ‘prefervation.”

Raghonaut-Row furrended himfelf to
Mhadajee-Scindia and “Tookajee-Holkar.
Being a brahmin, his life was {pared, the
blood of that order being facred; he yet,
however, was counfelled to beware of
treachery. The banks of the river Ner--
buddah were pointed out to him as the
, fpot where he was to be facrificed. He
was commanded to Malwa. He in con-
fequence fet out, guarded by a ftrong and
chofen body of troops, and encamped,
without manifefting any alarm, on the
thores of the Nerbudda. Tookajee-Hol-
- kar’s people forded the river firft ; Ragho-
naut-Row’s were to follow, and Mhada-
jee-Scindia’s were to bring up the rear:
but he now feized his opportunity, and
- attacked
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attacked the party of Scindia. The lat-
ter, unfufpe&ting and unprepared, were ea- -
fily routed. Raghonaut-Row effeCted his
efcape, and arrived at Poonah about the

middle of June 1779. |

Since that period the Englith and the
Mahrattahs have had various and vigorous
ftruggles : but thefe being amply detailed
in the accounts of the Mahrattah war, we
fhall conclude this review with fimply re-
marking, that a definitive peace, through
the mediation of Mhadajee-Scindia, has
been concluded between the Englith and
the Mahrattahs, and that a provifion has
been ftipulated for Raghonaut-Row of
three lacks of rupees per annum, which

it is yet uncertain whether or not he will
agree to receive.

Superior even to the power of which
we have juft been treating was that of the
Moguls for many ages.. A ftruture of
fuch infinite magnitude, -however, re-
quired a government of vigour. The or-

2 dinances
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dinances of the empire were manifold ;
but i general they were feebly enforced :
whiltt the court of Dehli, from whence
‘all laws and regulations thould have been
difpenfed, appeared to the world a {cene
of the moft unbounded corruption and li-
centioufnefs. - Agitated by intrigue, and
drenched in the blood of its own fove-
reigns and Omrahs ; accuftomed to revo-
lutions. as fudden as unparallelled, and en-
couraged by the weaknefs of the adminif-
tration, the diftant officers of the empire
foon began to fhake off their allegiance.
At firft they ventured to withhold the re-
venues of the provinces under their com-
mand; but by thefe means becoming pof=
fefled of the ability, as well as of the dif-
pofition to purfue thofe plans which a
fortunate concurrence of circumftances
rendered eafy of adoption, an almoft ge-
neral independency took place.*

The

* The emplre began to decline during the reign of
Aurungzebe, whofe fuccefslefs efforts againft the
Mabhrattahs laid the foundation of that ruin, which

the
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The authority of the Emperor was ftill,

© it is true, acknowledged in the provinces ;
but then it was an acknowledgement of
fuch thorough infignificancy, that not a

fingle requifition was granted, nor even an

order obeyed. He was prayed for in the

mofques, at the time that he was oppofed

with vigour in the field ; and his name .
' and titles were ftruck upon the coins,
that, conftitutionally his, were never meant
to be tranfmitted to his treafury.

In fhort, the power of the Moguls had
totally dwindled away. The Soubahdars
were the firft who eftablithed themfelves -
in independency ; nor were their power-
ful deputies, the Nabobs, backward in
following their example. The empire
being rent, admitted of the abufe; and
the contagion having once got abroad,
fpread with an unremitting ardour through-
out all Hindoftan.

the diftralions following his death, and the weaknefs
of Mahommed-Shaw, confirmed.
' A num-
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A number of governments, thus formed
on the ruins of a mighty empire, war and
deftru@ion, the ufuil concomitants of re<
bellion, foon {prang up among them:
Each finding himfelf increafing in power;
aimed at an acquifition of more than he
originally wrefted from his fovereign 3
whilft new adventurers; in the hope of
benefiting, daily obtruded themfelves amid
the contentions of a lawlefs fet of ufur:
pers. h

‘The Moguls, thus ftripped of their do-
minions, foon experienced the diftrefles
infepatable from fallen authority, Ne-
ceflity even compelled them to a compro-
mife with their rebellious fubjeds, many
of whom obtained a fan&ion for the meas
. fures they had purfued, and a confirmas
tion of the authority they had ufurped.

In the preceding pages a few inftances
have been given of the ftill-acknowledged
prerogative of the crown of Dehli to no-
4minate to all vacant governments, and
O N that
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that tao at'a time when the. royal - autho-
rity ‘was known in’ general but by name,
Such were the. appomntments of Nizam-
Ul-Mulc, GazeesDeen-Cawn and . Schi-
Abiddeen-Cawn, .to the Soubahdary .of
the - Decan ; . Anawer-Odean-Cawn’ and
Mahomet-Ally-Cawn, to .the . Nabobfhip
of Areot, and the Soubahdary of the Car-
natic; and the. Englith; to.the govern-
ment of the Northern Circars and: she
Dewannee of Bengal.

Se leng, therefore, as the Englith. fhall
look upon their territorial acquifitions as
unalienable by any future. Mogul, fo long
muft they look upon the dominions of the
feveral independent Soubahdars to’ be, ‘in
tike' manner, unalienable’ from . them
The tenure by which they hold: their. pof-
feffions is in every refpet the fame ;- and,
therefore, the power that can affect the
one, can indifputably affe the other. -

‘The perpicious confequences that might
attend a reftoration of the Mogul power
B A ) SN ' to
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to its former plenitude, ’arg fo extremely
obvious, that they need not be infifted on.
At the. fame time it fhould not be. forgot-
ten, that that power was the original
fource of the Englith profperity in the
Eaft. : :

By a treaty, Whiclh.we have formerly
entioned, it was flipulated, that the
Mogul thould receive, from the provinces
of Bengal, an annual. revenue of twenty- ‘
fix lacks of rupees. The"payment_ of this
hath, however, been ftopped, on account
of his having fhaken off his dependence on
the Englith ; and on-his having eftablifh-
ed himfelf, contrary to ftipulation, under
the prote@ion of the Mahrattahs at Dehli. -
This . happened in March 1771, and in
February 1742, the payment of the
tribute ceafed : whether juftly or other-
wife, 1t is not our bufinefs to determine.
His fituation, however, is truly deplorable.
Even the little that was left to him, . has
within thefe few years paffed either into
the pofleffion of . the Seiks, or of Nudjif-
L - N2 Cawn
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Cawn and his fucceffors, Wretchednefs.
and poverty is the lot of the lincal defcen~
dant of the Imperial Houfe of Timur.

Of all the powerful vaffals of the crown
of Dehli, Shujah-UleDowlah, Soubahdar
of Owd, was one of the moft confiderable.
His country bordering upon the Englith.
territories in Bengal, rendered him formi-.
dable to that nation when in arms to op-
pofe them: whilft his friendfhip, on the
contrary,. ferved 'to eftablith him as a bar-
rier againft the more northern powers of
_‘Hindoftan. On this.account the Company
looked upon their alliance with Shujah--
Ul-Dowlah as a moft fortunate event; nor
did their fervants at Calcutta fail to im--
prove the connection to the- utmoft of their:
ability..

Shujah-Ul-Dowlah’s family in Hindof-
tan was founded by Mirza-Nafleer, a.
native of Khoraffan, who coming from:
Perfia by fea, fettled himfelf at Patna, in

the province of Bahar. He left two fons,
Wh0/
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who rofe to eminence at the court of the
.emperor Furrokhfere. In the reign.of

Mahommed-Shah, Saadut-Cawn the elder |

was dignified with the title of Boorhine
Ul-Mulck, and with it received the Sou-
bahthip of Owd. His younger brother
died, and left a fon.

Boorhin-UFMulck fending to Paifha-
war for a fifter’s fon, beftowed on him
his daughter in gmarriage, and obtained
for him the title of Sufdur-Jung, toge- .
ther with the important office of Mafter
General of the Ordnance. Sufdur-Jungy
was afterwards appointed. Vizier by Ah-
med-Shah; and a fon of this marriage,
‘Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, was created Mafter
General in his room. He likewife had
the province of Allahabad conferred on
him, in addition to the dominions of Owd,
which now devolved to him by the death
of Boorhan-Ul-Mulck *,

*# The revenues of Owd were formerly calculated at
three crores of rupees and a half, or three millions five
~ hundred thoufand pounds flerling. They are at this
day a crore at leaft fhort of that fum.

N3 From .
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From Sufdur-Jung (of whom more will
prefently occur) the Soubahthip of Owd
defcended to Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, at that
time about twenty years of age. Ideas of
independency had now gone abroad. The
Abdalis, the Mahrattahs, and the Seiks,
had made fuccefsful incurfions into Hin-
doftan. The government of the emperor
Mahommed-Shah was ~ deplorably weak.
Omrahs in évery quarter were feen to ereck
the ftandard of rebellion with impunity.
In a word, the vaft empire of the Moguls
was daily fplitting into diftin¢t and un~
connefted principalities: and Shujah-Ul-
Dowlah was not the laft to take advantage
of the times, '

]ewan-Bukht, a mere yout};, and fon
to the prefent emperor Shah-Aulum, was
_at this period raifed to the throne by the
Abdalis, who took and plundered Dehli,
and placed under the guardianthip of cer-
tain noble Patans, 'This meafure highly

difpleafed Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, and jrritas -

ted
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ted the Mahrattahs. ‘They therefore re-
folved on the depofition of the fon, and on
the elevation of the father, the lawful
heir to the crown : and the opportunity
was propitious, the -Abdalis having reti-
red to their own .country. They dif-

agreed, however, on the preparatory mea-
fures eflential to the proje&, and it wa

dropped. o

A competition now took place between
Nudjif-Cawn (a nobleman, whofe grand-
father had been Suddur-Ul-Suddure, or
High Prieft of Perfia, in the reign of
Shah-Abbas the Great) and Shujah-Ul-
Dowlah, They were nearly allied by
intermarriages. - Nudjif-Cawn had quitted
- Perfia, on the invitation of Shujah’s fa-
ther, Sufdur-Jung. He was accufed by
Shujah-Ul-Dowlah .with .‘having treache-
rouflyaffifted Mahomed-Couly-Cawn inhis
ufurpation .of the- province of -Allahabad,
of which -he was governor. He was
threatened alfo. with affaffination, fimilar
-to that of Mahomed-Ally-Cawn, who had
. N 4 . recently
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recently fubmitted, but whofe reward haq
been death.

Nudjif-Cawn fled - from Shujah-Ul-
Powlah’s dominions, and took thelter
with Coflim-Ally-Cawn, in Bengal. He
remained with Coffim-Ally, until that
wretched man was driven from his country,
He then took refuge with the Rajah of
Bundilcund. Previous to this, Shah-Au-
lum had affumed the title, though he could
not be faid to have afcended the throne
_ of his anceftors : and Shujah-Ul-Dowlah
had been appointed his Vizier.

After the battle of Bu:;ar,‘ and the ar-
rangement with the Mogul, which we "
have already mentioned, Shujah-Ul-Dow-
1ah (who was no longer poflefled of coun-
try) determined, with the affiftance of the
Mahrattahs, on one more vigorous effort
againft the Englith, and their new ally
the emperor, who was put in pofieffion of
Allahabad. But he failed : and with the
‘mortification of knomng that Nudjif-
| . Cawn
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C;'aw.n co-operated with the Englith on the
part of the Mogul.

Shujah, however, was fhortly reinftated
by the Englith in Owd. Allahabad and
- Corah were indeed difmembered from his
dominions. The King keeping the for-
mer, and conferring the Soubahdary of
the latter on Nudjif-Cawn. He cona
tinued in Owd until the unfortunate
Shah-Aulum, in 1770, trufted himfelf to
the Mahrattahs, and progeeded with them
" to Dehli ; where inftead of protetion and
affiftance, and inftead of being feated, as
they had promifed him, on a throne,
which, as a fugitive, he had hitherto been
precluded from, he experienced every fpe:
gies of infult and deceit.

The fack of Dehli by the Mahrattahs,
and their marching dire&tly towards his
territories, induced Shujah-Ul-Dowlah to
folicit the aid of an Englith brigade,
The appearance of thefe troops difperfed
;he Mabhrattahs : they retired; firlt having

releafed
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releafed Nudjif-Cawn, whom the King had
been obliged to abandon through neceflity,
and whom they had brought with them
from Dehli. A reconciliation was now
brought about between Shujah-Ul-Dowlah
and Nudjif-Cawn ;  and the former. ap-
pointed the latter his .reprefentative as

Vizier. From this period thefe Princes
continued in amity. They aided each
other in. their views of independency.
Nudjif-Cawn in the end acquired, befides
the abfolute management of the emperor’s
revenue and authority, an extent of domi-
nion, yielding nearly three crores of rupees
annually ¥, Shujah-Ul-Déwlah, after in-
vading the Rohilla dominions, and annex-
ing. them, with the affiftance of the Eng-
lith, to his own, died in the. prime of life
at Fyzabad.

Aufuph-Ul-Dowlah, the fon-and fuc-
ceflor of Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, .in this im-
portant government of Owd, is by no

* Three millions fterling.

means
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means equal in ability to his father. ‘He
. is indolent and unambitious : but he is
ungeneroufly treated; more eafily fhackled
. than his father, the fetters which have
‘been forged for him by the Englifh, are
heavy and galling. He is reduced to
a cypher in his dominions : even the fha«
dow of authority is not left him, What
cruelty to one, who had been before fo
thoroughly circumfcribed, that nothing
could be apprehended from him! The
treatment both of this man and Mahom-=
med-Ally-Cawn, are inftances of {fuch un-
| juft and impolitic tyranpy, that the example
may poflibly have a fatal influence on the
minds of the other powers of India. The
number of Europeans is inconfiderable in
the Eaft. The natives are daily acquir-
ing confidence ; and begin generally to be
fenfible, that the want of difcipline alone
hath hitherto rendered them inferior as
foldiers.  Let the Englith beware how
they aroufe that fpirit of hatred and ani-
mofity, which in generating combinations,
may eventually draw down deftrution on

their
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theisr heads. They have lately had caufe
for alarm. - The die feemed thrown, and
an impoverifhed exiftence, or annihilation,
was evidently on the caft.

. The Soubahdary of Owd, if left to
flourith (with a few reftraining checks)
under the management of its own Na«
bobs, would ferve as a formidable barrjer
againft any attempts which might be
made by the nerthern powers of Hindof-
gan. ‘Thé provinces of Bengal ftand in
need of fuch a fafeguard: moreover, it
would exempt the Englith (by having
troops ftationary in Owd) from what at
prefent they cannot very well afford, the
enormous expence of diftant military opes
ratons.

"BOOK
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BOOK VI

IN the countries lying between Lahore
and Khoraffan feveral independent tribes of
Tartars have eftablifhed themfelves, and
all under the general denomination of
Oughans, or Affghans. The moft re-~
fpe@table among them, called Tureen-
Oudal, or Abdal, was, between fixty and
feventy years ago, ruled by a chief named
Achmed-Cawn. The Perfian ufurper,
Nadir-Shah, on his return from Hindof-
tan, ftripped this chief of his territories,
and compelled him to ferve in the Perfian
armies as an inferior Sardar. On the
murder of Nadir-Shah, Achmed-Cawn
made his efcape; and reaching his own
country, once more afflumed the reins of
government. During his exile, Achmed-
Cawn had acquired a competent degree of
knowledge in the art of war; he had ftu-
died, likewife, the principles of govern-

ment
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ment adopted by Nadir-Shah : thefe he
refolved to introduce among the T'ureen-
Abdals. ‘The confequence was, he daily
grew into ftrength and confideration ; and
at laft, overpowering all the neighbouring
tribes, erected an abfolute fovereignty, and
afflumed the title of king.

~The governments of Perfia and’ Hin-
doftan were at this time in the utmoft
diftration. Achmed-Cawn knew it, and
feizing the favourable moments, (the uni-
~verfal propenfity of the eaft) he wrefted
from the former all the dominion extend-
ing to the city of Herit (the Aria of the
ancients) together with Herdt itfelf: and -
from the latter, the four large provinces
of Candahar, Cabul, Pefhore and Cafh-
mire. He likewife conquered on the fide
of Tartary, as far as the country of Bal- -
lakh. ‘This fuccefs emboldened him to
undertake greater matters. In the perfon
of Mahommed-Shah, the Emperor of
Dehli, he faw the fetting glory of the .
houfe of Timur. Thirty years had this
- g ' " monarch
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monarch reigned, and every year had been
marked by the defalcation of fome portion
of the empire; moreover, he now was
finking to the grave, and his Omrahs
were {truggling for' the power of nomina-
ting a fucceflor. . Achmed-Cawn, daring
and _ambitious, determined on profiting
from this defperate fituation of affairs. He
quickly aflembled an army, and unexpeét-
edly rufhing upon Lahore, reduced that
province to obedience. He then turned
towards Dehlj ; but here his good fortune
failed him. In the diftrit of Sirhind, he
was met by the Imperial army, led by the
Vizier Kummur-Ul-Deen-Cawn, but of-
tenfibly commanded by the heir apparent
of the empire, Achmed-Shah, which gave
him battle. The a&ion was bloody and
obftinate. - The Imperxahﬁs at length got
the day, and forced him to a precipitate
retreat. His difcomfiture, however, did
not difmay him: he ftill refted in the
convition that the conqueft of Hindoftan
was feafible.

Mahom-
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Mahommed-Shah lived not to hear of
the fuccefs of his fon. He died in the
year 1747. The parties in competition
for the right of Achmed-Shah, who fuc-
ceeded him, were the Tartars, who had
been headed by the Vizier Kummer-Ul-
Deen, who was himfelf a Tartar ; and
the Perfians, who in rank and condition
were nothing inferior to the Tartars.” Un-
fortunately, the Vizier had fallen in the
battle of Sirhind. This threw a prepon-
derating weight into the fcale of the Per-
fians. But that which effectually confoli-
dated their power, and rendered them ir-
refiftible, was the exaltation of the Per-
fian Sufdur-Jung, father of Shujah-Ul-
- Dowlah, to the Vizierfhip. This appa-
rently threatened the final deftruion of
the Tartar influence ; but the Omrahs of
this nation wete ftill formidable.

Ghazee-Ul-Deen-Cawn, the ' grandfon
of the late Vizier, a youth of fuperiour
abilities and intrepidity of fpirit, now
took the lead in the Tartar deliberations.

Their -
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Their refolutions became defperate. At
length open conteft fucceeded to private
intrigue, and the ftreets of Dehli were
feen to run with the choiceft blood of the
empire. * In this horrible confufion, when
internal diforder had effeGtually banifhed
all loyal and patriotic co-operations for
- general defence, Achmed-Cawn again
ftarted from his capital of Huffan-Abdal,
and penetrated without oppofition almoft
to the gates of Dehli. The rapidity of
his march aftonithed the minifters of the
Mogul : but their attention was engaged
by more important concerns; their caufe
perceptibly loft ground; and a decifive
a&ion, at laft brought about by the ad-
drefs of Ghazee-Ul-Deen-Cawn, ﬁnally.
overthrew it. Sufder-Jung and the Per-
fians were worfted. Sufder-Jung fled to
his foubadary ‘of Owd, where he fhortly
afterwards died.

The Emperor was depofed, and his fon
placed in his room, on the throne of the
Moguls.  Previous to, this, however, a

0 letter
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Jetter had been written by Achmed-Cawn
to Ghazee-Ul-Deen-Cawn, proffering him
the affiftance of his troops againft the Per-
fians, Ghazee-Ul-Deen-Cawn allowed
himfelf to be deceived. The offer was
accepted, and Achmet-Cawn, continuing
his reute without moleftation, was under
the feal of friendfhip admitted into Dehli.
This fatal miftake brought on univerfal
calamity. Achmed-Cawn, unmindful of
his word, and regardlefs of good faith,
mercilefsly facked and plundered the city ;
firipped the imperial treafury of all its
money and jewels ; dithonoured the facred
apartments of the Haram, and carried off
two of the princefles of the race of Tis
raur, one of whom he efpoufed himfelf,
and the other he married to his eldeft
fon.

With this great acquifition Achmed-
Cawn returned to Herdt: but he Tilt
continued reftlefs. In two other vifits to-
Hindoftan he again fpread fire and defola-
tion through that wnhappy country. He

: died
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died about twenty years ago, leaving a
very compact and flourithing, though ex-
tenfive dominion to his eldeft fon, Timur-
Shaw, who now reigns over it. ‘The father
and fon have both been known to Euro-
~ peans by the common defignations of their
tribes, Abdali and Dourani.

The government of the Afighans under -
Timur-Shaw is perfeGly foedal. ‘The
country is divided into diftri®s, which
are feverally ruled by a diftin& chief, ab-

folute in authority, and independent of
the lord paramount Timur-Shaw, except-
ing fome cafes, in which, by certain te-
nures, military aids are eftablithed. The
revenues of Timur are confiderable. He
never reduces his army to lefs than thirty
thoufand, and then he is careful always
to have them either of Perfian or Tartar
birth. Befides this ftanding force, all
compofed of cavalry, and which he cleaths
and pays regularly, he can, whenever he
refolves on any foreign expedition, call
upon his chiefs for their affiftance; and

O 2 .  fuch



196 ANALYSIS OF INDIA,

{uch affiftance, it is averred, amounts to
upwards of two hundred thoufand men.
. Every man provides his own horfe and
arms. ‘The country 1s populous, the cli-
mate good, and the natives remarkably
hardy and robutft.

Notwithftanding the formidable power
and-great refources of Timur-Shaw, mat-
ters have been kept tolerably quiet in that
quarter of the Eaft fince the time of his
acceffion to the throne, and that from the
intervention of various caufes. His fitua-
tion with refpe& to Perfia (from whofe
_ dominion his father difmembered Herit,
and which for fome years flourifhed under
the acive adminiftration of Curreen-
Cawn) and the alarming growth of the
Seiks, are probably the greateft weight
with him, ' |

‘The alarm has, however, more than .
once been {pread, that Timur-Shaw had
advanced to the banks of the river Attock,
" with a view of 'penetrating into Hindof~
’ - tan;
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tan ; nor has the report been always
without foundation. He has indifputably
meditated it at different times, and on
the plaufible grounds of fecuring to the
wretched defcendant of Tamerlane (to
“whofe family, as we have already feen,
he is allied by marriage) more refpe&t
and fupport from his afpiring Omrahs, or
at once to re-eftablith him in the full
poffeffion of all his rightful authority.
Thefe have been the reafons publicly af-
figned. But however well inclined Ti-
mur-Shaw may have been to have em-
barked in fuch an enterprize, his own cir~
cumftances fince the death of his father
have been too unfavourable to admit of
it. Till very lately he has had much to
ftruggle with : chieftains in alarming di-
vifions amongft them{elves; a confiderable
part of his fubjets difaffeted, and a bro-
ther in open rebellion,

Thus fituated, it is evident that ‘Timur
could not either with prudence ‘or with
fafety have ventured on an undertaking,

' O 3 the
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the iffue of which would have been at
beft but preblematical : moreover, he was
certain of a determined oppofition fromh
the Sciks of Punjaub and Lahore, through
whofe dominions he was neceffarily to
pafs; an oppofition which his father, as
he well knew, though poflefled of more
power than himfelf, had with difficulty
furmounted, nay, to which he was, in
more than one inftance, obliged to give
way.

- But though neither the means nor the
political fituation of affairs have hitherto
been favourable to Timur-Shaw, it yet

caunot be denied, but that an invafion of
Hindoftan is at this period more praftica-
ble with him than it has been at any one
time fince his acceffion to the govern-
ment. ‘The internal diforders of his own
kingdom have entirely fubfided. His
ambitious brother, Secundar-Shaw, has
become a vagrant fugitive, and the fattion
~ which fupported him has been - annibi-
lated. The change in the affairs of Dehli,
' occa-
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occafioned by the death of Nudjif-Cawn,
the captain-general of the Mogul armies,
and the affaffination of his kinfman and
fucceflor, Mahommed-Shuffei-Beig, have
alfo been particularly favourable to foreign
interpoﬁtion befides which, fuch djvifions
have crept in among the Selks, as muit
greatly facilitate a progrefs through their
territories, In a word, the fon of Ab-
‘dali, thould he ever engage in fuch an
enterprize, may acquire an influence in
the political fcale of Hindoftan; which jt
‘might at this day be deemed fomewhat _

vifionary to fuggeft.

Hindoftan was vifited feven different
times by the Dourini-Achmed-Shaw.
‘Firft, with Nadir-Shaw, in the year of
Chrift 17373 fecond, in 1746, when he
took Lahore, and facked Sirhind ; third,
in 1749, when he fettled, in imitation of
Nadir-Shaw, certain tributes to be paid
~him by the Mogul government for the
provinces of Guzurat, Sealkoat, Aurun-
gabad and Purfuroar ; fourth, in the year

04 1751,
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1751, when he defeated the Imperial ge-
neral, and afterwards appointed him his
. deputy in Lahore ; fifth, in 1756, when,
in revenge for the expulfion of his gover-
nor of Lahore, he entered and plundered
Dehli, and advanced to the eaftward even
as far ag Agra; fixth, in 1759, when his
fon, Timur-Shaw, oppofed the Seiks, Mah-
rattahs, and Adinah-Beig-Cawn, a revolted
governor of Lahore, and when he himfelf
the year afterwards gained the decifive
viGory of Panniput; feventh, in 1461,
when the Seiks, who by this time had
grown into fome ftrength, taking advan-
tage of his abfence, had attacked and kil-
led his Viceroy in Lahore, and had pof-
fefled themfelves of that city and its de-
pendencies, which they erefted into a fo-
vereighty, but which he afterwards difpof~
fefled them of. '

We have mentioned the Seiks. They

- are a powerful and an extraordinary peo-'

ple : until very lately, however, they
have been quite unknown to the Euro-
‘ peans ;
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- peans : the caufe of this fhall be explain-
ed hereafter. The Seiks were originally
~ of the tribe of Hindoos, called Jates.
They are now compofed of all cafts. They
admit profelytes from all religions; and
even allow them to retain a belief of their
former perfuafions, and to perform their
feveral rites, provided they comply with
the external duties of a Seik, which are
but few and fimple. ‘They never, it is
true, heartily adopt a Muffulman. A dif-
- ciple of the Koran, though in every re-
{pe&t a Seik, they diftinguifh by the name
of Nemazi-Singh, which denotes him to
be a renegade Mahommedan,

The Seiks have a cuftom peculiar to
themfelves, and diffimilar to the principles
and' pradtice of every other people of the
Eaft. They fuffer the hair to grow on
«every part of the body without cutting or
thaving. ‘Towards the clofe of Aurung-
zebe’s reign, they were obliged, indeed,
in order to conceal themfelves from perfe--
cution, to cut off their hair. ‘Their foun-

der,
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der, as a diftinguithing mark, eftablifhed
this cuftom. The Seiks have a high no-
tion of the equality of mankind. They
carry this fo far, that the loweft among
them pay no fort of refpect to the higheft.
They never rife to falute each other, or
‘bend the head. ‘They believe in a God,
but have an implicit faith in their high
prieft, or Goori. In the infancy of their
{ociety, they were celebrated, and are ftill
faid to be remarkable for benevolence and
attention to travellers and ftrangers. A
ftranger and a relation they confider as one
‘and the fame.

Being compofed of all fe&s, though
their origin was in fanaticifm, they can-
‘not with propriety be faid to have any
particular charateriftic. “Their manners
are plain and fimple: moderate in their
living and drefs, and honeft in their deal-
ings. ‘Their cities and principal towns
-abound with Mahommedan artificers and
-tradefmen, who are moft liberally encou-
taged. ‘They countenance and prote& all
o foreign
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foreign merchants. The ryots and far~
mers are affefled with moderation : ‘not a
moiety fo much as they are by Europeans,
Mohammedans and Hindoos. Their go-
vernment is moft lenient. Even many
Affghan families have hereditary eftates in
their dominions, which they allow them
quietly to poflefs. Their wars have, how-
ever, it muft be confefled, fhewn them in
a different point of view. They have
plundered, oppreﬂ'ed and been guilty of
every enormity.

The Seiks firft began to eftablith them-
felves in the provinces of Punjaub, Moul-
tan, Lahore, and the countries adjacent
to Lahore, in the reign of Shaw-Jehan.

-/

Their numbers at that period were very .

inconfiderable. About the year of the
Higeira 1123, or of Chrift 1713, they
firft made a hoftile appearance under their
leader Nanick-Shaw, in Punjaub. ‘They
defeated the Phoujdar of Sirhind; but were
afterwards repulfed by the Mogul, and
driven from that province, The firft

' chief
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chief of the family of Nanick-Shaw was
called Nanick, or Goorli, which in the
Seik language fignifies Divine Prefence.
He was born in the 88oth year of the
Higeira, in the reign of Sultan Bhaloul,
of the tribe of Loudy. “The government
continued in fucceflion to his defcendants
till the time of Allum-Gheer, when the
reigning Goorti, Gobind-Sing, accompa-
nying that monarch on his march to the
Decan, died.. It then became extin&t;
nor has any fingle perfon held it fince.

Aurungzebe, whofe cruelty was equal
to his diffimulation and hypocrify, per-
fecuted the Seiks. Feigning to be alarm-
ed, he let loofe the zealous and enthu-
- fiaftic minifters of his vengeance againft
them. They fell in all parts. Their
Goorli was treacheroufly circumvented,
taken and hanged. No end appeared to
their fufferings. ‘They at laft refolved on
the meafure of cutting off their hair, and
of -that way concealing themfelves till the
moment fhould arrive for retaliation and -

| s revenge.
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revenge. Bahadur-Shaw trod in the fteps
of his father. He murdered the Seiks
wherever -they were to be found. Nor
could he prevail upon them to abjure
their principles, and profefs Mohammie-
danifm, though that alternative was offered
to them. Magnanimity and fortitude
grew, as intolerance increafed. Perfecuted
and fcattered though they were, they all
had an attra&ion to one common center;
and to that center they were certain to
return when a ceffation of difficulties
fhould take place.

At length being freed from the Mo-
hammedan yoke, the Seiks affembled
from their lurking places, and formed
themfelves into a new community. They
adopted no regular {yftem of government.
The richer fort .affumed the title of Ra-
jah, and annexed to it a full and fovereign
authority, independent of each other. The
next in confideration called themfelves
Sardars, and eftablithed an equal fhare of

independency, both of each otherand of
“the
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the Rajahs. They formed a foederal afs

fociation, not a commonwealth, as it hath
been erroneoufly denominated.  ‘They
erefted, as it were, diftinét principalities
to act together in concert, only when a
common enterprize fhould be in queftion.
Their leaders were then to aflemble m
congrefs, on a perfe& equality, and each
to rear his ftandard in the general caufe.

From fmall beginnings, like the Mah-
rattahs, the Seiks have rifen to fuch an
alarming degree of confequence, that they .
now poflefs an extent of dominion, com-
puted at eight hundred miles in length,
and four hundred miles in breadth; its
capital Lahore. 'Their general army, en-
tirely compofed of cavalry, is fuppofed to
exceed an hundred thoufand fighting men,
armed with fwords, pikes, bows and ar-
gows. An inftance of ‘their power may
be gathered from the firength of one of
their Rajahs, Cheefta-Sing, who can bring
suto the field a body of thirty thoufand of

“ "his own immeédiate adherents. o
4 As
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As the Malitattahs fall (and that they
are on the wane feems to be indifputable)
the Seiks muft rife, With a horfe and ac-
coutrements every adventurer may find an
afylum with the Seiks. They have no
prejudices or diflikes. ‘Their body, like
a vaft ocean, receiving fupplies from every
poflible dire&tion, muft rapidly {well and -
encroach on every thing that is near it.

The influence and almoft irrefiftible
force of the Seiks have for fome years paft
alarmed the powers of Hindoftan. Achs
med-Cawn, indeed, the father of Timur-
Shaw, on his return from the laft in-
vafion of Dehli, took from the Seiks theic
capital of Lahore: but they afterwards
retook it, and in a pitched battle with
him totally routed his army, which was
compofed of upwards of an hundred thou-
fand Mongul Tartars, Kalmucks and Pet-
fians; neither could  he in two feveral at-
tempts which he afterwards made, wipe
away the difgrace. The river Attock
they rendered impaffable. Timur-Shaw:
. ' ’ has
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has likewife met with the fame bad for-
tune, and that even more frequently than
his father.

It is not, therefore, rifquing too much
to fay, that the Seiks are a power which
thould be carefully watched by the Eng-
lith. ‘They certainly are of great confe-
quence. in the political fcale of India.
Large bodies of them annually quit
their homes, and advance to the frontiers
of the Owd dominions; befides others,
" who, though not exclufively of the com-
munity, are yet in every refpe& Seiks.
Gujput-Singh, Ummar-Singh, and the
chiefs who poflefs the diftri&s of Kur-
naul, Thannaiffer, Puttialah, &c. are of
this number. They are abfolutely Seiks,
although they have little intercourfe with

the more diftant leaders of Punjaub and
Lahore.

- Thefe chiefs originally belonged to one
.or other of the inferior tribes of Hindoos ;
but having ere@ed their Zemindaries into

inde-
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independencies, they found it politicaily
convenient ‘to adopt the tdanners, and afs
fume the name of their northern neigh-
bours: but neither the charaCter nor the
power of the latter fhould be eftimated
from the figure or appearance of the chiefs
who refide in . the neighbourhood of Pan«
niput and Leharinpoor.  For though theif
ftrength has of late been fufficient to fur-
nith confiderable employment to Nudjif:
Cawn and his fucceflors ; to lay Zabtah«
Cawn, whofe country is fituated between
the Ganges-and the Jumna, under heavy
contributions, and to moleft even the fu-
burbs of Dehli; yet they are neither to
be compared with the gextuine Seiks' for
political impostatice;, 'nor regarded on ac-
count of their inflitutions, in the {fame im+
portant view.

They claim an attention, however, be
caufe they have frequently committed ra-
vages in different: party of - the territories
of . our ally of Owd, the Vizier Aufuph-
Ul-Dowlah;  gnd ‘excited "<claims among
' P | the
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the Zemindars on the north-wefl borders,’
which have confiderably affe&ted his reve-.
nues. Two years are not elapfed, fince
they laid the city of Anoapthir (which
is fituated on the. weftern banks of the
Ganges) under contribution. They have
even made many predatory.incurfions into
the Upper Rohilcund, in defiance of . de-
tachments from the Englith military fta-
tions in Owd, and that of Darnagur in
Rohilcund itfelf. In a word, the Seiks
and their relatives;, have every appearance
of being one day or other a very formi-
dable power in Hindoftan. .

We now come to the Rohillas, whofe
power, though confiderably on the decline,
is by no means annihilated, and may poffi-
bly be revived under a future leader, who
fhall be more attive and enterprifing, than
either of the reigning chiefs of that tribe.
A general fketch of their hiftory, there.
fore, cannot, we hope, be unacceptable to
the reader ; efpecially, as at one period
they bore no unimportant part in the af-

- ) fairs
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fairs of Hindoftan. It will likewife dif-
fufe a light over the tranfa&tions of other
ftates, hereafter to be confidered.

The Rohillas are originally from a pro-
vince of Affghaniftan, called Roh. In
the reign of the emperor Humaioon, a
certain adventurer, of the Affghan tribe,
grew into great confideration at the court
of Dehli. Humaioon conferred honours
and riches on him. with a moft lavith
hand. He ele&ed him his chief favou-
- rite ;3 and -almoft  divided with him the
vaft authority of the Houfe of Timur.
The confequence was, that the fubje&
became too powerful for the fovereign.
Gratitude funk as ambition opened in fe-
dudtive profpe@t. The refult was open
rebellion. Shere Shah (for fuch was his
name) marched againft his mafter and be-
nefaGor; gave him battle at Lucknow,
defeated and expelled him from Hin-
doftan.  He did not, however, enjoy his
vx&ory long. He died. at Dehli, and

P2 Humuoan ',
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Humaioon returning, reafcended the throne
of his auccﬁors '

'Allurcd by the fuccefs of Shere Shah,
a large body of the tribe of Affghans or
Patans (who are 3t prefent a branch of
Mohamimedans) iffued about this time
from the northern mountains, and fixed
their refidence in Berelli, Moradabad, Sums-
bul, Budiow, and the parts .adjacent,
known by the general name of Kuttaihr.
Of this body was Diood-Cawn, of the
‘tribe. of Rohillas, " who is generally cons
fidered.as the founder of the government,
known under that name in Hindoftan.

“This man, eminently poffeffed of that
bravery, and f{pirit of enterprife, which
marked the national charaéter of an Affe
ghan, foon raifed himfelf to confequence.
The numbers who followed his ftandard
enabled him to puth his conquefts farther
thin any of thofe adventurers who preceded
him. ' His arms were every where viGo-
tows, He aimed at a great extent of
| dominion,
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dominion, and probably would have.acs’
quired it, had he not been treacheroufly
put to death by the Rajah of Cumioon ¥,
who became jealous of his increafing in-
fluence. Diood- Cawn left two fohs,
Mohammed-Cawn, and Ali-Mohammed-
Cawn : the latter, indeed an adopted one,
Ali being the fon of an Hindoo Zemin-
dar, whom Diood had fubjugated +. The
adherents of Diood attached themfelves to
the interefts of Ali-Mohammed.

Ali-Mohammed educated with care, and
naturally poffeffing thofe captivating qua-

hﬁcatxons in a military charaer, intrepi-
dity, munificence, and candour, fpeedily
eftablifhed the authonty to whlch he had ~

* Cumioon_ is the name of a mountainous diftrié,
bordering the north-eaft part of Kutajhr. The Rajah
of Cumioon was heretofore a Prince of high. eftima-
tion. The Ganges and the Jumna are fuppofed, by
eaftern geographers, to take theu' rife in lus domi.
pions.. -

+ Colonel Dowe erroneouﬂy calls Ah-Mohammed

foldxer of fortune, and traces him to the mountaing
pf Cabuliftan,

P3 ~ beeny
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been called. The foundation laid by
Diood, for a general fupremacy, was fo--
lid. Ali had nothing. but the fuper-
ftruCture to rear, and that he accomplifthed.
*‘The -leaders of Kutaihr fubmitted .to his
fway. ' ‘

-~ 'The Mogul empire being at this time.

in great diftrattion, and party feuds raging
at Dehli, Ali-Mohammed refolved . upon a
decided interference between the Vizier
and his opponent Omrahs. But a fubje&
more worthy of his genius prefented itfelf.
‘The emperor was involved in difficulties,
from a formidable party of Sirjeds, who
were reBcllio_uﬂy in arms. He applied to
Ali-Mohammed : Ali -immediately took
the field, and joining the Imperial troops,
unexpe&edly fell upon the Sirjeds. ~The
‘conteft was bloody, but Ali acquired the
~"day, having flain the leader of the infurgents
with his own hands.. He then repaired

to Dehli, and together with a confiderable

‘extent of country, had the dignities of
- / . Nabob
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Nabob and Omrah conferred on him by
the Mogul.

~ Ali-Mohammed now fixed his refidence
at the city of Owlah. But envy ‘at the
royal favours thus juftly Leaped on him,
called ' forth. powerful enemies ; among
the reft, the Rajah Hurranund, governor
of Moridabad. ‘This Rajah, under fome
frivolous pretext, colleCted an army, and
proceeded againft him. Ali ftrove to de-
precate his wrath., No intreities, no fub-
miffions could foften the implacable Hin~
doo. He rejected. Ali’s propofitions with
indignation and {corn.  Ali, driven to
extremity, -was compelled to fight. - He
haftily aflembled his troops, gave the Ra-
: Jah battle, and totally difcomfited him,

Enraged at the defea,t of the governor'
of Morddabad, the Vizier, who had fe-
cretly fpurred him on to hoftilities againft
Ali, loft no time in draWing 'togeth'er» "
confiderable army, which placing under
the command of his fon, he ordered to pro-

P4 ceed |
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ceed moft vigoroufly againft the Affghdns,
Ali-Mohammed pofted himfelf at Darana-
gur. ‘There the Imperialifts found him.
Averfe from {o ferious and unprofitable a |
Conteﬁ Ali-Mohammed, with a promps
titude and a brilliancy of charalter pecu-

llar to himfelf, refolved at once upon a
' meafpre, whlch h_e hoped would prevent
the unneceflary effufion of blood. He
yentured with a fmall guard to prefent
}umfclf before the Vigjer’s fon, and boldly
to aﬂ'ert hxs Innocence. Thc plan had its
dcﬁrcd cEe& Melr-Munoo, the Imperial

ncral ftruck with admlranon at .the
condu& of Ah-Mobammed reccxvcd him
wn:h courtefy and kmdnefs He eitered
into terms w1th him; and even as a ratis
ﬁcatxon of perfonal fnendﬂup, agrced upon
a marriage between hlS younger brother

and thc daughter of Al; Both armies
 then drew off; that of the Mogul marched
to Dehh : that of Ah-Mohammed to hls
capxtal of Owlah. |

Al
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Ali, by his alliance with the Vizier,
apprehending no farther difturbance from
the machinations of the court, and having
a fteady body of troops, took the refolu~
tion of punifhing the Rajah of Cumioon,
for the murder of his father Diood. To
Cumioon he accordingly marched, and
there moft amply revenged the wrongs of
his benefa®tor. The Rajah fubmitted
. himfelf to the invader, and even agreed to
-gqvenx his own hereditary dominion as -
his Foujdar or deputy.. He even acqui-
efced in the mortifying condition of fur-
rendering the moft beautiful and valuable
diftrits of Cumioon, to the adherents
and followers of the Patan,

‘Ali-Mohammed had not been long re-
turned to Owlah, when he received intel-
‘ligence of a difturbance between the new
fettlers in Cumifoon, and certain of the
houfehold of Sufder-Jung, who were on
. their way to Dehli; aud whofe lord \;vas
then m the higheft influence and credit
with the emperor. He heard likewife of -

) the
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the vengeance denounced againft him by
the Perfian: and here commences the
quarrel between the Rohillas and the Na-
bobs of Owd.

Sufder-Jung, irritated by the indigni-
ties offered to his people; complained to
the emperor of the infult, and demanded
the exemplary punithment of Ali-Moham-
" med, The Vizier, or ating minifter,
exprefled himfelf anxious to fee him grati~
fied with ample fatisfaction : but he fe-.
cretly efpoufed the caufe of Ali-Moham-
med. Sufder-Jung, however, aflembled
a confiderable army, and proceeded to-'
wards Owlah. The Rajahputes, Jates, and
" Bundaillais (more of whom in the fequel)
' joincd him on the march ; as did the Sou-
bahdar of Furrokhabad, and divers power-
ful chiefs. Even the emperor accompas
nied him in the expedition,

The Rohilla, deferted by all, except-
ing his Affghans, who were determined
to fupport him, or perifh in his defence,

4 : thut
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fhut himfelf up in the fort of Bunghur,-
which is fituated between Owlah and Bu-
ddoon. Here he was invefted by Sufder-
Jung, and reduced to the laft extremities:
but the Vizier was refolved he fhould not
fall. He folicited his . pardon from the-
emperor. ‘The emperor in veneration of
the high charalter and abilities of Alj,
granted it. The fiege was then raifed, in
oppofition to Sufder-Jung, who implored
the extirpation of the whole race; and the
Imperial forces (under the exprefs ftipula.
tion of Ali-Mohammed’s fubmitting him.
felf unconditionally to the royal authority)
were remanded to their refpeive ftations,

Ali-Mohammed was carried prifoner. tq
Dehli.

The government of Budioon and Ow-
lah, though now wrefted from Ali-Mo-
‘hammed, was ftill, through the Vizier’s
means, continued in the Affghans. Suf-
der-Jung, inwardly diffatisfied at this pre-
-dilettion, was yet forced to appear chear-
fully acquiefcent, Neither was it con-
' . venient
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venient for him to murmur, although his
folicitation, that the prifoner fhould be
confided to his charge, was treated with.
inattention. In this ftate of affairs, the
court of Dehli received fecret information,
that the Rohillas were about to rife.  Or-
ders were iflued, that they fhould, on no
confideration, be allowed to crofs the
Jumna or Ganges. But it was too late.
Five thoufand of the moft determined, in
different difguifes, had colle&ted them-
felves, and unexpeftedly falling upon the
guards of Ali-Mohammed, at Chaur»
Naugh, where he was confined, effe@ed
his releafe, after a captivity of twq
years, |

The enlargement of Ali-Mohammed
again roufed the rage and inveterate ma-
lice of Sufder-Jung. He counfelled his
fovereign to grant them neither counte-
nance 'vi;or mercy : but the Vizier fill
képt the line of moderation. He recoms= - -
x:nén'd“ed the preferable and lefs fanguinary
Tneafure, of removing thém to a more dif-

1 tant
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tant quarter of the Mogul -dominions.
The emperor liftened to the Vizier. Sir-
hind was fixed on as their place of refi-
dence, and Ali-Mohammed (the.Vizier
kecoming fecurity for his future good be-
haviour) was appointed their governor.

At this time Ali-Mohammed had fix
fons, Abdoolah-Cawn, Fyzoolah-Cawn *,
Sadoula-Cawn, Mohammed- Yar- Cawn,
Alleyar-Cawn, and Murtuza-Cawn. The
two glde& he left as hoftages with the

Vizier,

In his government of Sirhind, Ali-
Mohammed gave much fatisfadtion : but
the tranquillity of Sirhind, and of all
Hindoftan, was at once interrupted by
the invafion of the Dourfni Achmed-
Shaw, who was already advanced as far as

Lahore. The Shahzaddah, with a nume- -
rous army, immediately took the field to

¥ Fyzoolah Cawn, the prefent Rohjlla chief of Ram.
poor, with whom Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, under the gua.
rantee ‘of the 'Enghlh concluded thc treaty of Loll,
Dong in the year 1774,
. oppofe
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oppofe him. - The Vizier ferved under thc
Shahzaddah, as fecond in command.

The opportunity was now propitious
to Ali-Mohammed. He feized it with
cagernefs ; and with a celerity and priva-
cy almoft incredible ; ﬂying, as it were,
to regain his former capital of Owlah,
he croffed the Jumna and the Ganges§
pofieffed himfelf of all the territory eaft-
ward of thofe rivers, from Duranagur
to Shahjahanpour, including Mor4dabad,
Sumbul, Ouroal and Berelli, which place's
were held i jaghire by the Vizier, Suf-
der-Jung, by Feroz-Jung, Zolfkir, and
others the moft confiderable officers of the
empirc;’ and without any ferious refiftance
at laft arrived at Owlah. |

The Emperor, plunged in difficulties
of an alarming nature by the Douram,
- was reduced to the neceflity of remaining
- quiet under this indignity, ‘The Douri-
‘ni, it 'is true, had been defeated by the
"Shah zaddah at Sirhind : but the viGory

had
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had been dear to the empire ; the Vizier
was killed, and the Mogul troops fo
greatly reduced, that Achmed-Shaw had
been enabled to plunder the city of Sir-
hind, (whence he took the eldeft fons of
Ali-Mohammed) and to retreat at leifure
to Herit. ‘

Ali was now in poffeffion of Morida-
bad, the jaghire of the late Vizier; of
Berelli, that of Nizam-Ul-Mulc; and of
Dhampoor, Sheerkoat, Nudeenah, and
other pldces, the property of Sufder-Jung.
His condu& on thefe acquifitions was fuch
as might be expeGted. He turned out the
governors and magiftrates, and obliged
them (though at the fame time confer-
ting upon them confiderable prefents) to
crofs the Ganges. He then appointed
others in their room, and eftablithed a
' fyﬁemlof government both prudent and
politic. - He next proceeded to the fubju-
gation of the refraCtory Zemindars of
Kuttaihr, and thofe on the fkirts of the
hills, who were chiefly Rajahputes; and
. having
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having annexed their territories: likewife
to thofe he had already acquired, he drove
the unfortunate chiefs to the northward
of the Ganges; he treated their fubjects,.
however, with lenity and indulgence.

Sufder-Jung and the Omrahs already.
mentioned, were under the political necef-
fity of bearing patiently the lofs of their
refpeCtive jaghires. They even found it
expedient to affe an entire fatisfaltion at
the , proceedings of the Rohilla, and fe-
verally to affure him of their friendthip.
But the. period of Ali-Mohammed’s ca-
reer was now.drawing to a clofe. In the
height of this confequence and confidera-
tion, he was {uddenly feized with a difeafe,
which put an end to his glory and exif-
tence in the third year of the.reign of
Achmed-Shaw, '

Ali-Mohammed, who to his laft mo-
ment poflefled liberality and magnificence
of {pirit, refolved not to; quit. the world
with lefs eclat than he had univerfally ac+

C quited
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quired in his progrefs through life. Ac-
cordingly, affembling his troops, he had
himfelf borne in a litter before them, and’
then taking an affeGtionate leave, direted
the full payment of their arrears. He
next ordered a largefs of five and twenty
lacks of rupees to the immediate adherents
of his family; and finally concluded the
melancholy fcene, by imploring the con-
tinuance of their attachment to his chil-
dren, and by fettling the government for
“the time being (as his two eldeft fons were
then in captivity) in the third, the young
Sadoulah-Cawn, but under the guidance of
a regency, at the head of which he placed
Hafiz-Rhamet *,

On the death of Ali-Mohammed, the
court of Dehli conceived that all farther
efforts to eftablifh independence would ceafe |
on the part of the Rohillas, and they in con-
fequence appointed a fucceflor to him in the

* Hafiz-Rhamet, the principal chief of the Rohillas,
when Rohilcund was invaded and fubdued by the Eng-
lith and Shujah-Ul-Dowlah in 1774.

Q . ~ govern-
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government of Moradabad : but they were
wrong in the conclufion ; the Rohillas
adhered pertinacioufly to the family of
Ali - Mohammed. They attacked the
new-appointed governor, on his attempt-
ing to poflefs himfelf of the Foujdary
by force, and flew him and the fol-
lowers to a man. They defeated, like-
wife, in a pitched and defperate engage-
ment, a more formidable body of Patans,
led on by Kaiem-Jung-Bunguth, the Pa-
tan chief of Furrokhabad, and killed him,
together with at leaft a moiety of his
troops, and almoft the whole of his prin-
cipal Sardars.

"Their fpoil in this a@ion was confider-
able. ‘The horfes and elephants of the
enemy, with all the military chefts, fell
into their hands. Nor was the adminif-
tration of Delhi difpleafed at their fuccefs ;
and though Sufder-Jung, the Vizier, de-
tefted the Rohillas, he-was ftill more
exafperated againft Kaiem-Jung-Bunguth
and his Patans : fo much fo, indeed, that
| 4 he,
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he loft not a moment in repairing to Fur-

rokhabad, where he plundered in the Em-

peror’s name with a hand of mercilefs

avidity, and even dragged away to con-

finement the mother and Brothers, except-
ing one who efcaped, of Kaiem-Jung ;

imprifoning the former at Allahabad, and

the latter in his capital of Owd.

But the Rohillas were not to continue
in this {yftem of politics. The depref-
fion of the foes of Sufder-Jung conduced
too much to the elevation of that ambi-
* tious Omrah, who feemed foaring to a
dangerous pitch of authority. ‘They were
aware of the hatred he bore them. Their
extirpation was, they were certain, his
moft favourite obje&t. They accordingly
liftened to propofitions from the Patans.
Achmed-Cawn-Bunguth, the brother of
Kaiem-Jung, was joined by their forces.
They proceeded immediately to Furrokha-
bad, and repofleffed themfelves of that pro-
vinceand city. They then rufhed towards
Owd and Allghabad. Thefe places fubmit-

Q2 ted
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ted to their arms. ‘They afterwards fought
the general of Sufder-Jung, and defeated
him. Ina word, fo rapid and alarming
was their progrefs, that Sufder-Jung ob-
tained the Emperor’s permiffion to attack
them with the forces of the empire, and
to engage even a body of Mahrattahs and
Jates to his affiftance.

. 'The Rohillas and Patans, informed of
the Imperial preparations, refolved to meet
the Vizier boldly in the field. They came
up with him in the Upper Rohilcund.
The fight began, and. was obftinately
maintained ; but the day was ultimately
in favour of the Rohillas. The Mah-
rattahs, bought off by fecret emiffaries
during the heat of the attion, withdrew
from the Vizier. The Rohillas then
puthed on with redoubled vigour. The
Vizier gave way. Diftraltion feized on
the Emperor’s troops. They fled. The
Imperial ftandards fell into the hands of
the Rohillas, who purfued their fugitive
enemy almoft to the gates of Dehli.

The
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The Rohillas and Patans after this de-
cifive victory feparated and repaired to their
refpe@tive countries.  Not fo, Sufder-
Jung. Shortly after his difgraceful return
to Dehli he was degraded from the Viza-
~rut : but he was ftill powerful; info-
much, that he rebellioufly took up arms
againft his Sovereign. In this new {cene
of affairs, the Rohilla chiefs faw that they
again were to act a confpicuous part. - The
Mogul wrote to them, demandicg their
affiftance.  Sufder-Jung alfo folicited and
proffered them his alliance.  Their fitua-
tion was flattering, but critical. They
were eagerly courted for fupport by the
moft confiderable powers of Hindoftan:.
but neutrality was the wifeft line; and
that, though they marched towards Dehli,
they were determined to purfue.

This, indeed, can only be faid of the
major part of the Rohillas. One body of

them went over to the Emperor under
Nudjub-Ul-Dowlah *, of whom it is ne-

¥ Nubjub-Ul-Dowlah, father of the prefent Zab-
tha-Cawn, the Rohilla chief of Seharinpoor.

Q3 ceffary
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ceflary in this place to be fomewhat par-
ticular. Nudjub-Ul-Dowlah joining the
Imperial ftandard with his Rohillas, and
very ftrongly riveting himfelf in the good
opinion of his mafter, was fhortly held up
as a counterpoife to the overgrown influ-
ence of Ghazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn, the ne-
‘phew of Sufder-Jung, predeceffor in the
Vizarut, and the grandfon of Nizam-Ul-
Mulck, of the Decan. He even had the
addrefs to get himfelf appointed Buckfhee,
or treafurer of the empire. This fudden
exaltation drew upon Nujub-Ul-Dowlah
the jealoufy of Ghazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn, the
Ummen-Ul-Umrah.  Both parties took up
arms. Thefe differences, however, were
for the time fortunately accommodated.
The Rohilla chief found himfelf unequal
to the conteft, therefore prudently refign-
ed, and retired to his capital of Nujuba-
bad; but he meditated revenge. Nor
was Ghazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn more pacifical-
ly inclined.
This pent-up animofity werked with
mifchievous and bloody rage. Ghazy-Ul-
Deen-
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Deen-Cawn, on his part, gave fecret in-
ftruction for the affaffination of the Empe-
tor Allum-Gier, whom he knew to be
favourable to his rival, and then took
the field at the head of that fame Empe-
ror's army. And Nudjub-Ul-Dowlah,
not to be behindhand with him, called in
the affiftance of the Dourini, Achmed-
Shaw; roufed his confederate Rohillas;
and even prevailed on Shyjah-Ul-Dowlah,
who had now fucceeded his father Sufder-
Jung in the Soubadary of Owd, and who
was the hereditary enemy of Ghazy-Ul-
Deen-Cawn, to join in the alliance. Nor
were the Imperial Party, whom Ghazy-Ul- °
Deen affeted to lead, without allies ; they
had Jates, Rajahputes, and a large body
of mercenary Mahrattahs to affift them.
A battle enfued. Ghazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn
was defeated. He again rifqued an en-
gagement ; (Shujah-Ul-Dowlah having
fled to the Rohillas) but in this he
was totally difcomfited. The combined
forces of the "Rohillas and Douréni
gained a decided vi@ory. ‘The flight

Q. 4 of
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of the Imperialifts was general. ‘The
allies purfued, and reaching Dehli, facked
that dcvoted city for twenty-one days.
Numbers were flain on both fides : but the
flaughter among the Mahrattahs was the
moft confiderable *,

The Dour%ini, Achmed-Shaw, who com-
manded as general, highly diﬁinguiﬂ’xe,d
the Rohillas, Hafiz Rhamet and Doonda-

* There is fome little variation in the accounts of
this famous battle of Panniput. It is faid, that the
Mahrattahs having joined Ghazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn, who
had depnved the Emperor Achmet-Shaw of his fight,
depofed him, murdered his prime minifter, and affaf-
finated the unhappy Allum-Gier, marched from Dehli,
and were met on the plains of Panniput by the Dou-
14ni, Rohillas, Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, and other confede-
rate powers. That a dreadful carnage attended the
viGtory gained by the Dourani; and, ‘as is mentioned
. in the text, particularly amongft the Mahrattah chiefs,
among whom were numbered the Bhow, Bifwap Rah-
Ragah, =nd Junkoo. And that ‘the Dourani then re-
turned to Dehli, and depoﬁng Shaw-Jehan, the prince
raifed to the throne by the Bhow, had placed the
crown on the head of Jewan-Bukht, in the abfence of
his father, Ali-Goher, '(the prefent Emperor, Shaw-
Aulum) to whom he had unfuccefsfully proffered the
reins of government,

Cawn,
1
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Cawn, for their gallantry and good con-
du&.’ On the firft he beftowed Etawa,
though then the jaghire and government
of the Mogul’s fecond fon, Baber. And
on the latter the jaghire of Shekoabad :
diftri&s, indeed, that they were afterwards
~ deprived of by the Mahrattahs, with whom
they were never able to form an alliance.
But the Dourdni could not prevail on
them to admit of the pretenfions of the
two elder fons of Ali-Mohammed, whom
he had brought with him from Hert, and
who, on being releafed from captivity,
demanded the furrendry of the rights be-
queathed to them by their father. Sa-
doolah-Cawn, their younger brother and
reigning Prince, Hafiz-Rhamet, and the
other chiefs, had tafted too much of the
fweets of independency; they felt their
ﬁrength,' and, therefore, obliged the eldeft
of Alils fons to content himfelf with the
jaghire of Oojhani: and the fecond, Fy-
zoolah-Cawn, with the Pergunnahs of
Rampore and Shawabad.

The
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The battle of Panniput, which is marked
with peculiar celebrity by the Rohilla hif-
torians, eftablithed a permanent and in-
veterate antipathy between the Mahrattahs
and Rohillas. The former receiving, in
the number of chiefs {lain, that crufth which
has fince, by engendering internal ftrife

“and conteft, brought their confequence to
a very evident declenfion. ‘This, however,
in its proper place. ‘The Dourdni having
firft driven Ghazy-Ul-Deen-Cawn out of
Hindoftan, marched to Dehli with the Ro-
hillas, raifed Jewan-Bukht to the throne
of the Moguls, and appointed Shujah-
Ul-Dowlah, of Owd, to be his Vizier.
"This meafure was of confequence to the
Rohillas: it feemed to promife them every
poffible protection : nor was it"long before
they had occafion to appeal to it. ‘The
Mahrattahs returned to revenge their lofs.
At firft the Rohillas relied on their own
refources ; but their adverfaries were too
numerous and formidable. ‘They then
folicited affiflance from Shujah-Ul-Dowlah.

The Vizier granted it. He even prevail-,

ed
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ed on the Englith to march a brigade to
their fupport. And here commences - the
~ epocha of the ruin of the Rohillas.

No fooner had the Mahrattahs retired,
but Shujah-Ul-Dowlah demanded of the
Rohillas a confiderable fum of money, for
the feafonable relief he had afforded them.
He even, it is alledged, declared that he
had bought off the Mahrattahs with the
fum of forty lacks of rupees. True or
falfe, the demand he made on the Rohillas
was, as we have faid, confiderable. Un-
fortunately for this people, they refufed
compliance with it. ‘They even afferted,
that the claim was without foundation.

Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, who, confidering theé
rooted diflike of his father, Sufder-Jung, to
the Robhillas, could never be fuppofed cor-
dially their friend, took fire at this indig-
nity and ingratitude. He threatened ex-
emplary revenge. Nor was it long before
he carried his vengeance into execution.
He again applied to nis allies the Englith

for
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for aﬁi(fance. The Englifh granted it.
Rohilcund was invaded; and Hafiz-Rha-
met, the Rohilla general, being killed
mn the only alion which happened, the
whole country was quickly fubdued. Fy-
zoolah-Cawn, and the other remaining
chiefs, fled, with their followers, to Loll-
Dong. Shujah-Ul-Dowlah and the Englith
purfued. The iffue was, Fyzoolah-Cawn,
the furviving fon in authority of Ali-

Mohammed, the founder of the Ro- -

hilla ftate, was forced to fubmit, and to
content himfelf under the tenure of de-
pendency on the szler, with a jaghire of
fifteen lacks of rupees per annum; a fum
which would have been wrefted from him
long fince (though no perfon’s conduét
can be lefs intriguing or obnoxious) had

he not been guaranteed in the pofleffion of
-1t by the Englifh.

We have now drawn the hiftory of the
Rohillas to a conclufion. Fyzoolah-Cawn
is a good farmer, holds in jaghire a con-
fiderable diftri&t of country, and refides at
Rhampoor, which is fituated nearly in the

S heart
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heart of Kuttaihr. Zabtha-Cawn, the fon
of Nudjub-Ul-Dowlah, who was mafter of
Nujubabad, Patter-Guhr, Daranagur, and
other northern pares, (and who, though
treacherous to his countrymen, being with
Shujah-Ul-Dowlah on the day of aion,
when Hafiz-Rhamet. was killed, and who
was afterwards ftripped of his pofleflions by
the Vizier) is alfo pofiefled of a province,
under the dominion of the fucceflors of the
Iite Ummen-Ul-Umrah, Nudjif-Cawn.
Thefe are, however, only the remains of
Rohilla greatnefs ; Fyzoolah - Cawn in
particular, is thoroughly unimportant;
Zabtha-Cawn may, indeed, prove other-
wife. He has often threatened to enter
the Upper Rohilcund, and re-eftablith
himfelf in the government of Nudjubabad,
and the reft of his patrimonial inheritance.
Hence the neceflity of watching his mo-
tions, and the propriety of the Englith in
confidering him as a chief, with whom
they are politically concerned.

Having nearly finithed our account of
the leading nations and Princes of -Hin-
doftan,
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doftan, we will take a flight review of the
principal of thofe inferior powers, on the
eaftern fide of the Peninfula, whether tri-
butary or independent, who, in refpect to
the former, hold an intermediate rank on
the political fcale; and who, though they
may not poflefs any very great influ-
ence or éonfccluence, are yet {ufficiently
important to merit, in fome degree, the
attention of the reader.

The chief of thefe is Purtaub Singh
Sewai. He may be faid to be at the head
of the Rajahpute tribes, who are at this
day divided into fo many petty principali
ties, that it would be ufelefs to enumerate
them. His capital is Jypoor, or Jynug-
gﬁr, which is fituated about fixty cofs to
the S. W. of Agra. Some years fince
the power and authority of this little king-
dom were very confiderable under Madho-
Singh, who was the founder of it: but
the ambition of Nudjif-Cawn (whofe name
has already occurred) was fatal to this
family., The predeceflor of the prefent

4 ' Rajah
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Rajah was conftrained to fubmit to the
fuperior force of the Imperial general :
and Purtaub Singh fucceeded to his pater-
nal dominions only as a tributary. In
which condition, however, he has not
remained without vigorous, though in-
effeual, attempts to fhake off the yoke.
But the death of Nudjif-Cawn, and the
diftra¢tions which have followed that
event, may lead to his emancipation, and-
to the re-eftablithment of the Jypoor
branch of Rajahputes. He has of late, in-
deed, been engaged in a quarrel, not at all
calculated to facilitate the attainment of
this obje@, having laft year commenced
hoftilities againft another Rajahpute Prince
(named alfo Purtaub Singh) who rules
over Machurra. This Rajah, who was
likewife reduced to the ftate of a tributary
by Nudjif-Cawn, poflefles a {mall diftri&t, -
fituated between Jynaggur and the prefent
fouthern boundaries of Agra.  Unjted,
thefe Princes would be more than a match
for the fucceflor of Nudjif-Cawn. But,
fo long as they enfecble themfelves by

’ divifion,
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divifion, it will be no difficult tafk to con-
firm them both in fubje&ion.

Next to the Rajah of Jynaggur, may

be ranked Runjeet-Singh, the defcendant

of Soorudge-Mull, who firft eftablithed

the authority of the Jates in the Imperial

city of Agra, and its neighbourhood.

This Prince, whofe name has already
- been mentioned, poflefled great weight in
his time. He loft his life in a battle with
Nudjub-Ul-Dowlah, in the vicinity of
Deig. ~After his death, the power of his
family began rdpidly to decline. In the
year 1774, Nudjif-Cawn drove Runjeet-
Singh out of Agra; and in the year 1776
difpoffeffed him of Deig, and of the great-
eft part of the territories, which Soorudge-
Mull had ereéted into a principality. At
the death of Nudjif-Cawn, Runjeet-Singh
poflefled neither dominion nor confequence ;
but fince that event, he feems to have made
fome efforts for the recovery of both.

But
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- Befides Runjeet Singh, there are other
inconfiderable Rajahs of the Jate tribe.
But the only one who can at prefent claim
our notice is Chutteer-Singh, the Ranah
of Gohud. ‘The country of this Prince
lies between the Jumna and the pafs of
. Narwar.. He firft grew into confequence
by his conneétion with' the Englith, who
extended his dominions, and put him in
pofleffion of the important fortrefs of Gua-
liar. His ingratitude to his benefactors,
however, having been followed by the lofs
of almoft all the advantages he had ob-
tained through their'means, it is probable
that he will foon return to his original in-
fignificance. And yet Mhadajee Scindia,
who, at the clofe of the year 1783, was
carrying on the moft vigorous and fuccefs-
ful hoftilities againft him, -fhould not be
- allowed totally to fubdue him. He con~
ftitutes a part of that barrier to the domi-
nions of the Vizier (the ally of the Eng-
lith) which ‘fhould always be kept firm
againft the Mahrattahs : a barrier which
can only permanently exift, while thofe

R Rajahs,
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Rajahs, who occupy the countries lying
between the Jumna and the province of

Mulva, are {fcreened and prote@ed from
thofe Mahrattahs.

"+ ..'The power of the Princes of Bundail-
cund was formerly confiderable. Since
1777, when Hindoput died, it has de~
creafed. This country was formerly di-
vided into two diftriéts, which were re-
{pe&tively governed by the Rajahs Nuttey-
Singh and Suttur-Jeet. Hindoput was
defcended from a Dewan of one of thofe
chieftains, and poffefled the richeft part
of Bundailcund, which enabled him to
maintain a ftanding force of thirty thou-
fand horfe and foot. At his deceafe he
left three fons. ‘The minifters, for their
own aggrandifement, fecured the fucceffion
to the fecond, who was a minor, in pre-
judice to the elder, who was arrived at
man’s <flate, They permitted him, how-
ever, to retain pofleflion of a jaghire of
about nine lacks of rupees. The excluded

- Prince, from fome accident or other had

¥
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it in his power to be ferviceable to Colo-
nel Leflie, when that officer marched
with an Englith army through Bundail-
cund, on his way a crofs the Peninfula of
India. Colonel Leflie interefted himfelf in
his behalf, and obtained for him from the
ufurping Minifters an increafe of revenue.
But this advantage has not proved perma-
nent. He now refides at Uktowah, which
is about nine cofs from Chatterpoor. He
is in pofleffion of no place of ftrength.
His military force does not exceed four
thoufand men, and moft of thefe are in-
fantry. ‘The income of his brother again
is eftimated at twenty-{ix lacks of rupees.
He refides at Parnah or Punnah, which is
a fortrefs of great ftrength. He maintains
about two thoufand horfe, and ten thoy-
fand foot, but can raife upon an emergency
a formidable army. |

Independent of the Princes of the Houfe
of Hindoput, there are two other Rajahs
of Bundailcund, who pride themfelves in
their defcent from Chatter-Sawl, who

R 2 founded
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founded Punnah -and Chatterpoor, about
one hundred and forty years ago, and who
was the firft Rajah of his family. The
one refides at Jaitpoor; his revenue is
about fourteen lacks of rupees; and he is
fupported in his pofleflions by the Mah-
rattah Generals, who govern Calpee (on
the Jumna) Jahufi, and other diftricts,
lying between that river and Bundailcund
on one fide, and the -Province of Malva
on the other. Churkarie is the place of
refidence of the other. His revenue is
eftimated at thirteen lacks of rupees;. He
maintains about fix thoufand foot, and
fifteen -hundred horfe. Farther on the
Rajahpute fubject would be unneceffary.

Before we clofe, however, our account
of thefe minor powers, it will be proper
to add a few words refpecting the - Patans

of Furrokhabad. Mohammed-Cawn, of -

the Affghan tribe of Bungufh, was -the
firft who ere@ed the ftandard of indepen-
dency in that city. Under this chief, the
Patans of Mow (a town near Furrokha-

bad,
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bad, from which they received-a defigna-
~ tion) cut a confiderable figure. 'When
Caim-Jung wasat their head, they were
fo formidable, as to threaten the annihila-
tion of the Rohilla ftate, founded by Ali-
Mohammed-Cawn, as has been related in -
our account of the.latter.  Achmed-
- Cawn, the father of the prefent Nabob
of Furrokhabad (Muzuffer-Jung) raifed
the reputation of his houfe to fo high a
pitch, that, while he was courted by the
Rohillas, and refpe@ted by the court of
Dehli, he was dreaded by Sufder- Jung,
the Soubahdar of Owd. ‘The defcendants -
of Sufder-Jung, however, have in the
end amply revenged the indignities he fuf-
fered, through the fuperior genius and
fortune of Achmed-Cawn. ‘The late.
Vizier, Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, taking advan-
tage of the imbecility of Muzuffer- Jung,
impofed a yoke upon him, under fpecious
pretences, which he was never able to
fhake off. The prefent Vizier, his fon,
Aufuph-Ul-Dowlah, riveted thofe chains,
and at length totally deprived him of his
R 3 couns
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" country. He can be looked upon, there-
fore, only as the reduced and miferable
reprefentative of an " illuftrious family,
which, not long fince, held a diftinguifhed
rank among the powers of Hindoftan.

From thefe more nosthern nations and
kingdoms, proceeding towards the fouth-
ern extremity of the Peninfula of India,
we come to the extenfive territories of the
‘Soubahdar of the Decan. The weight
which the predeceflors of Nizam-Ally-
Cawn, the prefent Soubahdar, poffefled
in all the tranfaions of Hindoftan, hath
already been the fubje& of our inquiry.
The glory of the Nizamut, however, fet
with its brighteft luminary Nizam-Ul-.
Mulc. Since that period, it has been
gradually declining in its confequence;
nor does it at this day poflefs any material
influence, farther than the limits of its
own domain.

The dcfinitive treaty of Paris confirm-
ing Salabxt-]ung in the Soubahdary of the
Decan,
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Décén, Nizam - Ally - Cawn became, in
courfe, his acknowledged fucceflor, both
by the Englith and the French *. How
far a clofer conne@ion with the Soubahdar
mighf be conformable to the interefts of
the Englith nation, is a matter that merits
their cooleft and moft deliberate confidera~
tion. ‘There is not a doubt of his ftand-
ing in need of their affiftance; nor is
there the leaft reafon to fuppofe, that many
effential advantages might not be derived
from a grant of it, were it afforded him
under precife and ftipulated conditions.

Situated at a great diftance from the
feveral prefidencies of the. Englith, the
government of this prince 1s known but

by report. His conftant ftruggles at

* leam-Ally-Cawn depofed his brother, Salabit-
Jung, and kept him in confinement a conﬁderable '
while before his death. Succefs, as is always the cafe,
drew upon him favours from Dehli. Shah-Aulum
conferred upon him the viceroyalty of the Decan, and
fent him phirmaunds for that purpofe, although his
brother was ftill living.

R 4 . home
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home have hitherto kept him in employ-
ment. The time may arrive when he
may turn his arms another way.

‘The treaty concluded with' him in
Auguft 1768, provides, that on proper
requifition, and on condition that it con-
veniently can be fpared, the Englifh fhall
fupply him with a certain force to affift
him in his own country. This claufe,
has béen evaded. Nizam-Ally-Cawn did
apply for the ftiputated affiftance in 1775,
and at a time when it conveniently could

have been fpared, and yet it was denied |

him ; although, in return, he ‘made an
offer to the Englifh of.the Cuttack coun-
try *, which joins their Northern Circars

* ‘The Cuttack province, however Nizam - Ally-
Cawn may claim a right to it, is in the pofitive poffef-
fion of the Rajah of Berar, Mhoodajee Bhonfalah.
That it is not impoffible to obtain it, and that it would
be a great acquifition, cannot be denied. But the
a&, it is fuppofed, muft be the Mahrattahs.  Query,
would not the repoflefling him of that part of his do-

minions, refractorily held by his difaffeCted Zemindar,

Nizam Shaw, be a ready means of accomplifhing this

point? ¥
on
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on the coaft of Coromandel to the Bengal
provinces; and would, it is probable, have
eafily been induced to relinquith the an- '
nual tribute, which is paid to him by the
Company, of five lacks of rupees; and,
what would have been of equal impor-
tance, perhaps, prevailed on his brother,
Bazalet-Jung, Nabob of Adoni, to have
immediately made over to the Company
the Guntoor Circar ;—a country which is.
theirs by phirmaund, but in his poffeffion
by agreement ; and only reverts to them
at his death, or on his infringement of a
certain article of the treaty above men-
tioned *.

Prefent advantages even out of the
queftion, an eye to future fafety fhould .
ever afuate the Englith in their political
tranfa&ions ; and the neceflity of fuch
precaution will be too evident, fhould the
Soubahdar of the Decan, at any future pe--
yiod, think proper to infift either upon a’

#* Bazalet- Jung is fince de.d.
come
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compliance with the treaty of 1 768, or,
in cafe of a fecond refufal, deem it of
utility to his impoverithed treafury, to
punifh them for a breach of an agreement
folemnly ratified in the name of the Eng-
lith nation *.

An idea of this nature is not built upon
fpeculative apprehenfion; on the contrary,
it hath its foundation in the univerfal
principle of things. The national faith
was pledged in confequence of fome con-
. faderable conceflions from the Soubahdar ;
that faith, therefore, being broken, and

* The Soubahdar of the Decan, on thefe very
grounds, as he has publicly acknowledged to the Eng-
lith governments in India, fet on foot that formidable
combination in 1780, which, by including Hyder-
Ally-Cawn and the Mahrattahs, threatened the very
exiftence of Britith influence and rule in Hindoftan.
"The happy refult of able negociations, on the part of
the Government General of Bengal, alone warded off
the blow. Had not Mhoodajee Bhonfalah, and Nizam~
Ally-Cawn, been drawn from the confederacy, in-
evitable defiruion muft haveenfued. Hyder and the
Mahrattahs performed their parts'; and in what man-
ner, is too well known, The others remained neuter.

‘the
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the Northern Circars being open to an in-
vafion, a fudden devaftation might {pread
itfelf through thofe provinées before even
~a foldier could be pofted to withftand its
progrefs. A moment’s reflection, how-
“ever, on the paft tranfattions of the Decan,
will fet this matter in a clearer point of
View. o

When Colonel Caillaud took pofleflion
of the Northern Circars in 1766, in con-
- fequence of the phirmaund granted the.
year preceding by the Mogul, the jealoufy
and refentment of Nizam-Ally-Cawn were
raifed to the utmoft pitch of extravagance.
Other concurrent and powerful caufes,
however, led him to a conduét, which, at
firft, threatened only the Circars.

The political enmity, which had {ub- .
fifted between Salabit-Jung and the Nabob
Mohammed-Ally-Cawn ftill exifted be-
the two Durbars; and this was farther
increafed by the Nabob’s fuppofed nego-
ciations and endeavours to depofe Nizam-

Ally-
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Ally-Cawn, and acquire for himfelf the
government of the Decan.

It was this jealoufy and refentment of
the Soubahdar againft the Company for
taking pofleflion of the Circars, and
. againft the Nabob for endeavouring to
diveft him of his government, and to feat
himfelf on the mufnud, which fuggefted
to Hyder-Ally-Cawn the idea of an union
with the Soubahdar for a double attack on
the Circars in the North, and on the
Trichinopoly country in the South *,

A treaty was accordingly fet on foot,
and negociated between the Soubahdar and
Hyder-Ally, by the Nabob’s own brother,
Mauphuz-Cawn, who, in difguft, had fled
from. his brother’s to the Soubahdar’s
court. An offenfive alliance was f{oon
after concluded between the contralting
parties againft the Englith and the Carna-
tic; and, to retaliate the fuppofed injury

® :I'his was in 1767.
offered
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offered to the Soubahdar by the Nabob, a

funnud was granted by the Soubahdar to

- Hyder-Ally for the government of the
Carnatic Payen Ghaut. ’

In confequence of this alliance, the
Soubahdar prepared for action ; and Hyder-
Ally aflembling his forces at Coimbatoor,
threatened the Trichinopoly country ;
when an army of Mahrattahs entering the
Seera province, ob,liged him, for that time,
to abandon the enterprife, in order to op-
pofe them.  Affairs were in this fituation,
when 1t was thought advifeable to enter
into a negociation with the Soubahdar,
which ended in the above-mentioned treaty

of Auguft 1768.

What may be expeded, therefore, in .
future, from a power fo formidable, in -
fome refpects, as Nizam-Ally-Cawn, it
is. not difficult to conjeCture. If not a
fecret enemy, he is certainly a precarious
friend to the Englith; nor is there more

' / than,
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than one way of binding him fteadily teo
them, and that is by fulfilling the agree-
ments they have entered into with him,
and thereby keeping a body. of Europeans
- in the Decan, in the manner pradifed by
the French during the governments of his
immediate predeceflors *.

* An attempt was made on the part of the Govern-
ment General of Bengal, to carry a plan of this nature
into execution in 1782. That they did not fucceed, was
owing to a {pirit of difcontent which appeared among
their troops, who refufed to march out of their own
provinces of Bengal ; fo tired were they of foreign fer-
vice, arifing chiefly from the apprehenfions they enter-
tained on the fcore of their families; to prevent which,
we truft we fhall be pardoned, in fuppofing no effe¢tual
meafures had been timely taken. Indeed the condu&
" of the corps firft detached under Colonels Leflie and
Goddard, ftrongly demonftrates that the fubfequent
repugnance of the troops to foreign fervice, could arife
only from the confideration we have fuggefted. For
~ did they either decline the expedition, or defert it ?
No; they were then ignorant of the grievous confe-
quences which were to refult in their abfence to their
unproteCted families. But the Sepoys who remained
at home being conftant eye-witnefles of them, reafon-
ably concluded, when called upon themfelves to go
abroad, that in the event of their compliance, their
own wives and children would be involved in the fame

4 - diftrefs,
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diftrefs. This natural averfion to foreign or diftant
fervice, was alfo confiderably heightened by the reports
of deferters from the troops employed in the Carnatic,
who reprefented, with exaggeration, the hardfhips ex-
perienced in that fcene of actlon,

BOOK
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BOOK VIIL

CONTIGUOUS to the Decan lies
the Soubahdary of the Carnatic Payen -
Ghaut. The Governors of this domain,
‘during the profperity of the Mogul em-
pire, were nominated by the Soubahdars
of the Decan ; nor was it until the year
1765, that in the perfon of the prefent
Nabob Mohammed- Ally -Cawn, it was
declared, by royal phirmaund, indepen-
dent of the Decan, but dependent upon
the empire.

The contentions which took place, re--
lative to the dominion of this rich terri-
tory, have, in the former part of this
work, been treated of at full length. It
will be fufficient, therefore, in this place,
juft to ftate, that by the death of Chunda-

Saheb, #nd the extinttion of the French
o power,
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power, in the reduion of Pondicherry,
in 1761, the Nabob, Mohammed - Ally,
found himfelf quietly feated on the mufs
nud of the Carnatic; and that confequently
he, and his allies the Englifh, had nothing
to divert their attention from the much-
wanted domeftic regulation of their affairs,
faving fome troubles excited by a rebel in
the province of Madura, called Ufoph-
Cawn, and by the refraorinefs of fome
- of the feudatories of the Carnatic, who, .

in the end, were all reduced to a proper
fenfe of obedience. -

The gratitude of the Nabob, Moham-
med-Ally-Cawn, for the effential fervices
thus ‘rendered to him by the Englifh,
knew no bounds. He conferred on them
. innumerable favours, and founded forth
their kindnefs to the different powers.of

Hindoftan. He defrayed moft of the ex-
" pences of the national wars that were car-
~ried on with France, as if he had been the
 principal in every quarrel.  His treafures
went for the fiege of Pondicherry, and for
o S " the
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the defence of Madras. Nor was this alk:
he voluntarily engaged himfelf to main-
tain, at his own expence, a confiderable
number of Sepoy troops, officered and dif-
ciplined by the Englith ; and ultimately
- conferred on them a jaghire round their
fettlement of Madras, which he annually
- trented for a confiderable {um of money.

Mutual obligations of this nature fpee-.
dily cemented a conne&ion of neceffity
into one of friendfhip and affetion. The
Nabob has ever acknowledged himfelf in- -
debted to the Englith for the unmolefted
government of his country; and they as
readily have acknowledged the great bene-
fits which they have derived from him.
From their firft alliance, their interefts
~ have been infeparable: hand in hand, they
“ftemmed the torrent of adverfity, and, in’
like manner, became viGtorious over theie
refpetive enemies,

When this is known, therefore, and
when the Company’s records for the fpace
’ - of
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of upwards of thirty years can thew, that
the Dire&ors, though differing in political
principles themfelves, have uniformly
thanked him for his invariable attachment
to their interefts; when this, I fay, is
known;, how ftrange will it appear to the
unprejudiced part of the world, that the
agents of the Company in the Eaft Indies
fhould, in regular fucceffion, have deemed
it of importance to their affairs to load this
favourite ally of their mafters, nay, even
of their fovereign, with what muft be
termed, however relutantly, oppreffion’
and difgrace !

In judging of the friendfhip with which
the Crown of England and the Company
have regarded the Nabob, two unerring
guides appear to have invariably actuated
him towards them : the firft, a warm re~
membrance of the intereft which they
had taken, from the beginning, in his
profperity and happinefs : the fecond, the
approbation . of his own heart, which al-
ways empowered him to declare, that in
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no one inftance, from the day of their
beginning the journey of friendfhip toge-
ther, had he ever once deviated from the
path of fteady attachment to their interefts,
and of warm affection to the whole Eng-
lith nation. As a man, moved by his
- own, and by the paffions of others, lhé
certainly muft have been wounded by the
cruel treatment of the Company’s repre-
fentatives ; but, as a ptince, placing his
dependence upon their faith, and the fe-
curity of the Englith alliance, he never
. for a moment feems to have allowed him-
felf to harbour the fmalleft degree of dif
truft, or to fwerve even in idea from the
refolution’ he early adopted of rifing -or
falling with their -power in Hindoftan.
« After the long feries of mixed fortune
¢t which we had mid"ergone-together;” fays.
'he,”v in a letter to a great perfonage, *“a
¢ profpe€t opened, to e, at length that
¢ filled my foul with the gladnefs of hope,
¢¢ and which of itfelf was fufficient to bind
¢“’my attachment unalterably, and for ever,
“to’ the Euglith, I fdw not only my
o ¢ fons
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¢ fons arrive at maturity, but even their
¢¢ children promifing fatther hopes, When
¢¢ you underftand, therefore, the regulation
¢ of my country, and of my religion, you
£ will feel, in your generous bofom, 'the
¢¢ 1njuftice with which I have been treated
. #¢ by fome of the fervants of the Com-
¢ pany.”

In enterihg thus diffufively into the
charalter and connection of the Nabob
Mohammed-Ally-Cawn with the Englith
nation, it is hoped that we fhall appear as
unbiafled in our judgement—,\ as the nature
of the circumftances we fhall treat of will
admit. We muft confefs, indeed, that
the mind is often led to inveftigate occur-
r.nces with fome degree of prejudice, when .
an object held to be deferving is feen to
labour under a load of unmerited oppref-
fion; and in no one inftance could an
influence of that nature more powerfully
operate, than. in that which is now the
fubje& of our confideration ; yet it is our
hope, as 1t is our defign, to avoid every

S3 ‘ kind
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kind of partiality. Candour will require.
of us a ftri¢t adherence to truth; and
from her path we have no defire to deviate.

The uniform tenour of a long life, in
order to eftablith a convition of his inva-
riable attachment to the Englith nation ;
the expenditure of the treafures left hnn
by his father, of his own ample revenues,
and of all that he hath been able to bor-
row in his dominions, fhould, "at leaft,
have been fufficient to prove the ﬁncerrty
of his intentions ; but the infatiable crav-
ings of rapacity are never to be fatisfied ;
caufes have regularly been found to difturb
him in the few years repofe that his natu-
ral enemies have left him ; and thefe, we
are forry to beh¢ve, on grounds no better
founded than the certainty, that, rather
ihan fpin out a whole exiftence of anxiety,
or run the nfque of mlfrcpreiéntanon to
the pation of England he would purchafe
a compromlié on any conditions which
his oppreﬂ'ors mlght deem it convenient
to prefcribe. K
o The
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The operation of effe®s of this nature,
confined not merely to himfelf, but {pread=
ing throughout his dominions, has been
the means of leflening his influence and
authority, and effe@tually of putting it
out of his power to be that friend to the
Englith which he otherwife would be,
fhould any unforefeen event make the res
fources of the Carnatic immediately necef-

. fary”‘

The peace of the Carnatic, and the
-union of all its parts under one head, are
unqueftionably objets ofthe greateft im-
portance ; and, therefore, the more ﬂou-
rithing the Nabob’s finances, and the
greater the force he can command, the

* How fully this predition has been verified, has
been unhappily too evident, in the laft invafion of the
Catnatic by Hyder-Ally-Cawn ; and in the footing
‘acquired at one time by the French at Cuddalore. Had
it not been for the great and almoft incredible exertions
of the Government General of Bengal, Mohammed-
Ally and the Englith muft have been driven from the
Carnatic. Madras muft have fallen.

S4 more

A =
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more certain muft be the advantages of his
a'lies. When the Englith Company efta-
blithed themfelves in Afia, it was by
friendfhip and by favour. It is but of
late years that the Imperial phirmauuds,
and funnuds of the Soubahdars, have given
a fan&ion to their conquefts, and eftablith- -
ed legal rights to countries taken from
others by the.fword. Formerly their
dependence was on the Prince of the
country ; they - courted his friendthip,
honoured his perfon, and refpected his
power. How changed and altered -are
they now! Yet, however powerful, the
moft effe@tual means of fecuring a lafting
and permanent intereft in India, aré gen-
tlenefs and lenity to the natives; an en-
deavour to gain their hearts by affability,
and cement their favour by moderation ;
to thew the ftri&teft regard to juftice in all
their dealings ; to make all ranks of men,
under their refpeGive gavernments, feel
the happy influence of the Britith conftis

~‘tution ; to thew the greateft fidelity in all -

their treatics with the Princes of the coun-

try; to gain their confidence by attention

to

N B

Cm e  —— S
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to their interefts; and to make their par-
tiality and friendthip to thofe who have
been faithful allies to the Company and to
the nation, fo marked and evident, that -
they fhall not only feel the happy influ-
ence themfelves, but that all the Princes
. of Hindoftan fhall be witnefles of {o admi-
rable a condu&. How far thefe principles
have operated with the Company and their
agents will appear more plainly in the
~ {equel.

‘We muft however confefs, that the .
Prefidency of Madras hath often found it-
felf involved in almoft inextricable difficul-
tres ; difficulties arifing not from mifcon-
duét in the mémbers of its adminiftration,
but from circumftances cocval with the
-Englith connection with the Nabob of the
‘Carnatic.

The tra& of country which this nation
hath agreed to defend for the Nabob in
the Carnatic, extends upwards of ‘one th:u-
fand miles from North to South; nor aave

' | they
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they "any means of fupporting the troops
which are neceflary for its defence, but
thofe very revenues, which would fail the
moment an enpemy entered the Payen.

Ghaut,

But that which is ftill of a greater de-.
gree of importance, is, the Company’s
having heretofore depended entirely on
the Nabob's amicable difpofition towards
them ; never decming it of confequence to
negdciate a treaty with him, or to draw a
precife line relative to the condu of their
fervants, as it might be conne&ted with
- the Government of the Carnatic. From
which evils, the Government of Madras
have always been at " the mercy of the Na-
bob ; and have been reduced, when their
refources failed, to one of thefe two alter~
natives, either the making of peace on
any terms they could procure, for want
of means to carry on the war (as was the
cafe in the war with Hyder-Ally-Cawn *)

# The war of 1767,

or
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or of purfumg whatever meafures the Na-
bob might deem it neceflary to difate,
Thefe are imperfetions in a political fyf-
tem that thould be remedied; the mode
is eafy, and fhall be pointed out here-
after, \

Freed from all the difturbers of his
domeftic quiet on the fall of Madura, and
the death of Ufoph-Cawn, the Nabob of
the Carnatic fat ferioufly to work on the
great bufinefs of reformation in his domi-
nions. ‘The ravages of war had nearly
extinguithed every fpark of induftry in
‘his fubje@s. ‘The villages, that in former
days were crouded with inhabitants, were
now almoft depopulated ; the lands lay
wafte, and all was hurrying to deftru&ion.
Time alone, however, could operate with
effet on calamities fo rooted ; that which
was in the power of a munificent Prince,
was quickly applied to the difeafes of the
ftate. - Humanity prompted him to relieve
the dxﬁreﬁés of his people; nor was he
fparmg of the utmoft encouragemcnt to

1 .  thole
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thofe miferable fugitives to return, who,
to avoid deftru@ion, had fled from the
places of their nativity to lefs hoftile
countries. Exertions of this nature never
fail of meeting with fuccefs. Crowds. of
his fubje@s daily flocked to their deferted
homes ; induftry once more began to raife
her head in his dominious, and agriculture:
to flourith ; but the refpite from war was
to be of thort duration.

In fearching into the caufes of the
many revolutions which have happened
on the coaft of Coromandel, but more ef-
pecially in the.Carnatic, a perfon, unac-
quainted with the authentic hiftory of
thofe parts, would naturally conclude,
that the Nabob, Mohammed-Ally-Cawn,
_ from his firfk acceffion to .the ‘mufhud,
had wniformly been atuated by a fpirit
of reftefs ambition and enmterprize ; that
he-alone had been the fpring of a&ion in
- all political contefts, and that to him
a'one was to be attributed all the diftur-
bances that for a feries of years unhappily
“ 4 . vifited
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.

vifited thofv countries: nor is it Pofﬁblc
for a candid mind to form a different con-
clufion, while truth lies buried under a
heap of mifreprefentation : be it our pre-
fent tafk to clear it from the falfchood
with which it is encumbered.

The Prefidency of Madras, from whom
all knowledge of the tranfattions of that
fide of India hath been” derived, have hi-
therto poiefled not only the deliberative,
but alfo the executive power both of the
Nabob’s government and of their own.
In matters of moment, every thing hath
either originated with them, or hath been
executed with their concurrence. ‘The
* Nabob never aflumed an independency, or
a feparation of interefts; his arms and
treafure were employed as they deemed
moft ad:\rantageous to the common caufe.
In the reprefentation of political events,
therefore, the Prefidency of Madras have
‘always kept the channel open to them-
felves. 'Where merit was- to be acquired,
- they availed themfelves of the advantage,

and -
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and afcribed it to their own adminiftts
tion ; where punifhment was to be dread-
ed, they fhifted the blame, and fixed the
opprobrium on the Nabob.

For upwards of thirty yeéars did this
Prince refrain from writing dire&ly to
‘the King, or to the Company. His let=
ters were conftantly tranfmitted through
“the Prefidency of Madras, and went open
for their perufal. When this, therefore;
is known, and that theAgovern_ors thems
* felves in general ditated thofe letters;
when it comes to be confidered, that for
the fatisfaction of the immediate power on
the fpot, and for the fecurity of his own
peace of mind, as well as from an unac-
quaintance that there exifted a fuperior
autvhorityb in England to that of the Com-
pany or their delegates; we fay, when
- thefe things come to be -conﬁdcréd', the
odium, which has unmeritedly been caft
" upon the Nabob, will revert upon the
heads of thofe who, to fcreen themfelves,
’ have
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have injurioufly attempted to reprobate
the charaer of another.

- One poftulate here, it may not be un-
neceffary to lay down; which is, that the
entanglements of Indian politics are great,
becaufe in general they are temporary, and
" rarely have a permanent objedt in view ;
but then they are natural, becaufe they
are diCtated by the prefent necefity of
thofe who govern, and are, perhaps, more
obvious on that account than the politics
of Europe, where the fecret interefts of
individuals, and the influence of party,
have often a very large fhare in the tranf-
‘altions of the ftate.

The feudal fyftem, which. exifted in its
full vigour during the profperity of the
Mogul empire, ftill prevails in the diffe-
rent governments of Hindoftan. The
Soubahdars, whatever inattention they may
pay to it, ftill acknowledge themfelves the
vaffals of the crown ; the Nabobs promife
obedience to the Soubahdars ; and the Ra-

jahs
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'_jahs and Zemindars, who are the Hindoo

orders of chieftains, are bound to the ful-
. fillance of every obligation, as feudato-
ries to the Mohammedan Princes, in their
- feveral provinces.

Of this latter clafs is the Rajah, im-
properly ftiled the King of Tanjore: his
country is the largeft and moft valuable
of any poflefled by the Zemindars in the
.Carnatic dominions ; being bounded by the
fea, and bordering upon the French and
Dutch territories, is fo fituated as to be of
infinite importance to that country.

The unprecedented and unjuftifiable con-
du@ of the Englith Company towards the
Nabob, with refpe& to this diftri&, has
been amply fet forth in a variety of trads.
Suffice it here, that the Nabob Moham-
med-Ally-Cawn, after punithing the late
Zemindar, Pretaub-Sing, for contumacy,
and other more ferious oﬁ'enceé, entered
into an agreement with him in 1762,
which agreethent was guaranteed. to both
' : parties
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parties by the Englith ; that this agree:
ment was, in almoft every article, daringly
and infultingly infringed by his fon and
fucceflor Tuljajie; infomuch, that the
Prefidency of Madras, at the repeated foli-
* citations of -Sir John Lindfay, the King
of Great Britain’s Plenipotentiary to ‘the
powers of India, and in juftice' to the -
Nabob’s rights, which they were called
upon to defend, fent an army againft him,
under the command of General Smith, in

1771 3 when, in confideration of his fubs

miffions, the Nabob once more took him

into favour, and forgave him : that reite-

rated provocation, non-performance of

engagements, and actual combination with

the enemies of the Carnatic, at length

~compelled the Nabob to deprive him of 2
country which he o unwotthily poffeffed ¢

a deprivation effected with the concurrence

of Admiral 8ir Robert Harland, his Mas

. Jcﬁy s Commander in Chief and Plenipo-
tentiary in India, and of the ‘Company’s

- reprefentatives at Madras ¢ that’ the Coms
pany, in defiance of every principle of the’

| T law
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law of nations, or even of common juftice,
ordered peremptorily the reftoration of the
Rajah; and that the Nabob, as the true
friend of the Englith nation, allowed them
to take pofleflion of the country (flill re-
ferving his claim of right to it) without
the fmalleft oppofition whatfoever; con-
fiding in the faith and honour of the
people and gevernment of England to re-
verfe a decifion, which every impartial
man cannot but look upon as nn_;u(hﬁablc .
and injurious *,

In the idea, that it would be better to
finith this obje&®, in the briefeft manner

% It is ardently to be wifhed, that the manifold
grievances of this much-injured old Prince were feri-
oufly inquired into. His fufferings, and the example-
they exhibit of Englifh gratitude and faith, are fhock-
ing even to the enemies of the Carnatic. Not a Dur-
bar, but looks with horror at the treatment he has
. met with. Hyder-Ally-Cawn could even inform the
Englith General, then in the field againft him, that
peace with the Englifh was indifferent to him, their
condué& to Mohammed-Ally being too glaring a proef,
that they were Agt to be confided in.

4‘.‘ ' Pofq
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poffible, we have avoided touching upon
fome other tranfa@®ions, which, in due
order of time, fhould have appeared be-
fore the bufinefs of Tanjore was brought
‘before the reader. To return, therefore, to

the more extenfive operations of the Eng-
Iith and of the Nabob.

In recounting the acquifitions of the
Englith in 1765, by royal phirmaund
from' the Mogul, we have noticed the five
Northern Circars on the coaft of Coro-
mandel ; a territory that had for fome
time become an obje& of their attention,
and for the rent of which they had nego-
ciated unfuccefsfully with the foubahdar
of the Decan. ‘

Previous, however, to their getting
poffeffion of the Circars, overtures of great
moment had been made by fome of the
moft powerful chiefs of the Decan to Mo-
hammed-Ally-Cawn, which had nothing
lefs in view than the placing him on the
mufnud of that dominion in the room of

Tz Nizam-
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.Nizam-Ally-Cawn, whofe oppreffive and

tyrannical government they feemed deter-
mined to fthake off *.

A propofal of this nature, and coming
from an authority efficient to its execution,
aroufed the ambition of the Nabob. - The
fubjets of an extenfive kingdom, bordering
upon his owri, voluntarily inviting him ta
‘be their fovereign, was a matter not un-
worthy of confideration; nor was there
apparently any wexghty obJefhon to an
acquiefcence,

In forming a judgement of the general -

occurrences of human affairs, the fureft,
and, indeed, the only, rational mode of
trial, is by a comparative review of cir-
‘cumftances fimilar as poffible. Upon this
principle, therefore, to judge of the Na-

* The father of Mohammed-Ali-Cawn had, pre-
vious to his acceffion to the mufnud of the Carnatic,
ruled over a principal part of the Decan. He was
Nabob of Hydrabad dunng the foubahﬂup .of Nizam-
Ul-Mulck : i

bob,

-

-~
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“bob, will only be to render him that juf-
tice which he deferves. No Prince,
however fituated in his government, but
poflefles, in fome degree, the principles’
of ambition. Even in limited monarchies "
fovereigns are ever grafping at an exten-
fion of their authority ; in abfolute ones,
the annals of mankind are too full of the
extravagance of -their career.

Appointed to dominion, and accounta-
ble to no authority whatever, excepting
.that of the Mogul, for the condu& he
might purfue, the Nabob yet hefitated on
the part it was moft advifeable for him to
take. A long and bloody war had defo-
lated his country, and anticipated his re~
venues. A load of heavy debts was daily
accumulating on his head; and the mere
pofieflion of the almoft-depopulated Car-
natic was all that he had left to extrjcate
him from his difficulties..

Under circumftances like' thefe, and
when he at the fame time faw his friends
' T3 ' the
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the Englith, with little fcruple, attempt-
ing every thing for their own advantage ;-
filling their treafury with the riches of
Bengal, and difmembering a part of the
territory of the Decan; we fay, when the
" Nabob faw this, it was no mighty ftride
of ambition to liften to a propofal that
was voluntarily made him by a powerful
people. To thew, however, that his views
were infeparably conne@ed with the in-
terefts of the Englith, he immediately
made known to them the offers he had
received, and confulted with them on the
meafurés he thould adopt. -

Exhauﬁed by continual exertions in
the field, and at length wifely determined
to confine themfelves to the impravement
" of the territories they had already acquired,
the Company had pofitively commanded
their fervants to refrain from all ‘diftant
~ operations. ‘The limits of their own do-
main, as well as that of the Nabob, they
deemed fufficient. India was in. peace,
and they withed to keep it fo.

1 . By
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. By orders fuch as thefe, the Prefidency
of Madras was neceffarily compelled to
diffuade the Nabob from an acceptance of
the offer. ‘The obje&, indeed, was tempt-
ing, but the friendfhip of the Englith was
ftill dearer to him. He, therefore, cheer-
fully complied with the counfel, and moft
unambitioufly declined the propofals of the
Decan. ;

When circumftances like thefe are can-
didly and impartially related, how differ-
ently do they ftrike us from thofe which
are exaggeratedly held forth by defigning
men, for the accomplithment of their own
immediate purpofes. Throughout the
whole of this tranfa@ion, the Nabob has
been declared to have been actuated by the
moft unjuft and daring ambition. In
chaftifing his tributary of Tanjore, he has
met . with the like reproach ; and in the
wars with Hyder-Ally-Cawn, the whole |
demerits (as if the ruin was not fufficient)
have been laid on him.

‘T4. | - We



2Bo ARALYS1IS OF INDIA.

- We have already thewn the confequen-

ces which attended this propofal from the.
Decan, and the Company’s acquifition of
the Northern Circars. Both caufes ope-
rated powerfully with Nizam-Ally-Cawn,
and drove him to the alliance which he
afterwards formed with Hyder- Ally-
€awn : the effes of this alliance have
been elfewhere mentioned; the Carnatic
was'inyadedg and Hyder, vi&torious, dic-
tated a peace at the gates of Madras in
1769. ' o ‘

- Having thus, in a general manner, gone
through a narrative of the rife and progrefs
of the Englith conneion with the Naboh
" Mohammed- Ally-Cawn, we fhall next
proceed to offer our opinion of what is ftill
wanting to complete the advantages of fo
important ap alliance,

In the firft place, a treaty of perpetual
friendthip and alliance thould be concluded |
with the Nabob Mohammed-Ally-Cawn,
by His M,a.jeﬁy, the Company, or the

| | Goyern-
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Government General of Beéngal, in the
name of the Englifh nation ; the ground-
work of which might be as-follows :

(13
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¢¢ That agreeably to the definitive treaty
of Paris of 1763, and of the Imperial
phirmaund of 1765, the Nabob Mo-
hammed-Ally-Cawn, and his fuccef-
fors for ever, fhould be guaranteed in
the independent pofleffion of the Sou-
‘bahdary of the Carnatic' Payen-Ghaut.

- ¢ That the Englith fhould not dire&tly -

nor indire&tly interfere with the Nabob
Mohammed-Ally-Cawn in the govern<
ment, or in the internal management,
of his country.” ‘

¢« That the forces of the Englifh, in
confequence of the alliance, offenfive

and defenfive, of the contralting parties,

‘fhould march on proper requifition to
any part of the Nabob’s dominions, fof

the purpofes of affifting him, either in

the colle@ion of his revenues, or in the

“ reducing
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reducing of any of his difaffeGted tribu-

taries.

¢ That neither of the contralting par-
ties fhould commit any a& of hoftility
whatever againft any of the neighbour-
ing powers, but with the exprefs cons
currence of the other.

-"¢¢ That no treaties fhould be concluded,

«
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«
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(14
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or negociations be carried on, by either
of the contralting parties, without an
immediate communication thereof to
the other party ; fo that all their meas
fures might be conduéted with unani-
mity, and one common - intereft in-
variably appear the refult of all theit
attions. '

¢ That in confequence of this agree.
ment, and of his invariable attachment
to the Englith nation, the Nabob Mo-
hammed-Ally-Cawn fhould continue
to defray the expences of the Sepoy
battalions in the Company’s fervice,

: ¢ which
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‘which are at prefent carried to his
- account ; that they fhould be continued:

under the orders of the Englifh govern-
ment ; and that all contingent charges
fhould be defrayed by him when they
thould be employed from their refpec~
tive garrifons on his fervice.

¢¢ ‘That, as a refource in time of need,
the Nabob Mohammed - Ally - Cawn
fhould engage conftantly to keep, in
his treafury of Madras, the fum of ten
lacks of pagodas; which fum, before
hoftilities fhould commence, fhould be
paid into the Englith treafury, for the
purpofe of defraying the expences of
the war, and be by them regularly ac-
counted for to his highnefs. '

¢¢ That the Englifh thould engage not
to give thelter or protetion to any-fub-

¢¢ je&ts or fervants of the Nabob Moham-

g L

med-Ally-Cawn ; and, wice verfa, that
he thould engage to deliver up, upon
¢ requi-
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requifition, any fubje& of Great Britain
who might take refuge in the Carnatic.

% That no officer, commanding in

[ {3
66
[ X4
[

c

field or garrifon, or any fubje& what-

~ever of Great Britain, thould be allowed

to lend mioney to any of the fubjets of
the Carnatic, at more than the legal
intereft of twelve per cent.

:: ¢ That no garrifon of Englith forces

L 19

(1
&
[ U4
.6

13
(1]
13

56

fhould be removed, or any part of
them be detached, in the Carnatic,
without timely notice being firft given
to the Nabob ; in order that provifions
and neceflaries fhould be prepared for
them on their march, and extortion and

complaint be confequently avoided.

¢ That the Nabob Mohammed-Ally-
Cawn fhould confirm to the Englith
nation for ever the grant of the jaghire
round Madras, on condition that it

'never thould be alicnated by the Eng-

< lifh
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lith to any other power, or rented to
any ‘other perfon than the Nabob him-

felf, he paymg the full eftimated value

thereof.

And laftly, ¢ ‘That the Nabob Mo-
hammed-Ally-Cawn, his family and
fervants, refident- at Madras, fhould
not be deemed amenable to the Englith
laws, but be fubjeét to the eftablifthed
ordinances of the Carnatic; but, in
order that fraud and chicanery fhould
be prevented, that the Nabob fhould
engage to fee immediate and impar-
tial juftice rendered to every fubjec
of Great Britain, who fhould have
trnfations  with the people of the
Circars.”

In the above fketch of a treaty, we

have endeavoured to point out all fuch
matters as appear to us of confequence fuf-
ficient to be included in an amicable agree-

ment between two parties, {o infeparably

conneted as the Englith and the Nabob

"Moham-
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Mohammed- Ally-Cawn. Some of the
articles, we are aware, are of that com-
ple&tion, that objections may be ftarted
againft them by either party. ‘They are
not, however, the lefs eligible on that
account ; regulations are meant to provide -
againft the poffibility of evil. ‘The Na-
bob, it is true, as well as thofe who will
probably be his immediate fucceflors in
the government, are fuch as the Englith
can depend upon. A future age may pro- '
‘duce a different race of men *.

® A treaty was concluded in April 1981, between
the Nabob Mohammed-Ally-Cawn, and the Govern-
ment General of Bengal; but the terms of it were
difapproved by the Eaft-India Company. The reafons
* for fuch dxfapproval are known only to themfelves

BOOK
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BOOK VIL

BORDERING upon the Carnatic Pa-
yen-Ghaut, is the Carnatic Balla-Ghaut,
or what is in general known by the name
of the Myfore country. This territory,
richer than the Payen-Ghaut,, was for |
many ages under the government of Ra-
jahs of the Gentoo religion. Hyder-
Ally-Cawn, however, a foldier of fortune,
having depofed and murdered his fove-
reign, rendered himfelf abfolute mafter of
it not many years ago.

Hyder-Ally-Cawn was ‘the fon of a
freedman of the King of Myfore, whofe
name was Futtah-Naigue. His mother
was of a good family. He was born at
Colar. By the time he came of age, he
found himfelf in no very elevated fitua-
- tion, though his father had been highly
favoured by his mafter: he therefore en-

lifted .
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lifted in the fervice of one of the two
Kings of Myfore, who then reigned ; it
being the cuftom of that country for two
fovereigns to_fit on the thrane together,
one as the prince of ftate, the other as
~ the executive magiftrate of the kingdom.
Hyder at this time headed four or ﬁve hun-

. dred mercenaries.

In 17'58 he firft brought himfelf into
notice in an a&ion with the Mahrattahs.
He rapidly, followed. up his good fortune:
and what with intrigue, machination, and
a perfevering depravity, which recoiled at
nothing, however atrocious, he quickly
acquired a celebrity of name, that at once
gratified his ambition, and .opened him a
way to empire.

~ To vagrant Europeans, whom he took
into his pay, it is faid, he was firft in~
debted for his fuccefles. The difcipling
they introduced rendered the troops he
commanded, and who daily increafed,
formidable and confident. - They learned

ta
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to depend on each other, and to fight
with one fpring of animation. He now
changed his name from plain Hyder-
Naigue to that of Hyder-Ally-Cawn,

The double government of Myfore
prefented -him with a tempting opportu-
nity of raifing himfelf to eminence. He
accordingly fet to work. The feeds of
difcord were eafily fown. He irritated
the Kings againh: each other. War was
the refult. He now affifted one, and then
the other. At length he feized upon Ban-
galore; and pretending to be entrufted
with the feals of the fecond King of My-
fore, ruled over that part of the empire,
while the firft King continued to reign at
his capital of Seringapatam.

In Bangalore, Hyder wad unfuccefs-
fully befieged by the Mahrattahs, and the
firft or great King of Myfore. He re-
-venged the attempt; and in a vigorous
affault carried Seringapatam by ftorm.
He now was in pofleflioy of both fove-

U ‘ reigns,
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reigns,"and of a powerful and dangerous
enemy, a Bramin, called Cundarow, who
had ftirred up the Mahrattahs againft him,
and who he in retaliation confined in a
cage.

~ From this time he governed Myfore

with abfolute authority; ftyling himfelf

‘the Regent, and ufing no other fignet, or
* ftamp upon the coinage than that of his
unfortunate.fovereigns, who fhortly after
fell the vi&ims of his jealoufy and ambi-
tion. -

It is not to be forgotten here, that du-

- ring this rebellious fubjugation of the an-

cient government of Myfore, Hyder was
affifted - by a Romifh bifhop. A dig-
nitary of the church of 'Chrift was feen
to fight under the banners of an ufurper,
a regicide, and a Mohammedan !

His authority fixed in-Myfore, Hyder
- next turned his thoughts to Bidanore. He
took advantage of the minority of the law-

ful
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ful prince of that valuable country; and
under the mafk of fupporting him againft
a cabal which forcibly retained the admini-
firation of affairs, he gained poffeffion of the
capital, and then maftering the country,
annexed it to his other dominions anno

1763.

Nor did he ftop here. He conquered
the Nairs, and all the petty Rajahs and
chiefs on the Malabar fide of India. He
wrefted countries, likewife, from the Sou-
bahdar of the Decan ; and befides Canoul
and Cudapah, he drew afterwards under his
government various other confiderable dif-
trits belonging to the Mahrattahs: fo
that in a very fhort fpace of time he was
the defpotic ruler of an empire, yielding
upwards of four crores of rupees annually *.

Hyder-Ally-Cawh was a charalter of |
an extraordinary mould. He was grofsly
illiterate, not knowing even the alphabet ;

« Four millions fterling.

U2 - Aand
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and yét by diGation he was his own fe-
~cretary. He never employed minifters.
He was duan, treafurer, and all the mot-
ley compounds of an Afiatic adminiftra.
tion himfelf. In the early part of his
.days he was brave and courageous. In
every ftage of his life he was an able gene-
ral. He was not naturally inhuman. When
he was cruel, he faw, or thought he faw,
a pulitical neceffity which demanded it.
Liberal to his friends, but oppreffive to
his encmies. He was the encourager of
all ufeful projeéts amongft his fubjects.
He treated them with kindnefs, but he ri-
gidly exacted their obedience. Such were
the ftriking features of the portrait of Hy-
der-Ally-Cawn. '

In the courfe of our narrative we have
neceflarily been obliged to take notice of
the offcntive lecague that was concluded
between Hyder and Nizam-Ally-Cawn
againft the Englith and the Carnatic, and
of the reafons which induced Hyder-Ally
to pitch upon fo critical 2 junéure. The

4 - year,

k)
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year 1764 began with hoftilities on both
fides. This war, fo difgraceful to the

- Englith nation in its conclufion, was

planned and condued, as we have alrea<
dy remarked, with an infatuated degree of
indifcretion. ‘The Englith general was
counteratted in all his fchemes by the pre-
fence of two field deputies, who were in
every refpe& unacquainted with the prin-
ciples of military fervice: the f{upplies to
the army were irregular and fcanty. Hy-
der found means to furprife them in their
camp, to carry off their provifions and
baggage, to feize upon their beft pofts, by
procuring the moft exac intelligence, and
in reality to dithearten, in a.great degree,
a body of men who had hitherto been un-
acquainted with “fear. ‘The whole of the
year 1767 was {pent in this manner;
1768 faw the Englith at cne time more
fuccefsful.

Hyder, worfted in feveral engagements,
was ftill, however, formidable, and kepﬁ
~ up a menacing countenance : terms of ac-
U3 commodation,
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" commodation were propofed to him; he
liftened to them with indifference; nor
was it without much negociation, that he
was prevailed upon to conclude a peace,
after having carried on the war for two
years. ‘This peace was concluded at St.
Thomas’s Mount in 17569, as we have
already related.

Hyder-Ally ftill continues to be confi-
dered, by feveral of the Englith, rather as
an ene’fny againft whom it is neceflary
they thould be conftantly on their guard,
than as an ally on whom they might de-
pend. Some are even of opinien, that
_ unlefs the Englith, by fome means or other,
get rid of a neighbour too ambitious and
too aftive for their repofe, they cannot
with fecurity rely on that power, which
a fortunate combination of circumftances
hath given them on the coaft of Coro-
mandel.  'We, however, confefs ourfelves
to be of a contrary opinion. It is true,
‘that Hyder, previous to the taking up
arms ag'unﬁ him by the Englifh and the

Nabob
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Nabob Mohammed-Ally-Cawn, threatened
an invafion of the Carnatic from Coims
‘battoor in 17673 and obtained from Ni-
zam-Ally-Cawn a funnud, vefting in him-
felf the government of the Nabob’s do-
minions : but, on the other hand, it is
equally true, that the Englith and the
Nabob agreed, that if their arms fhould
prove fuccefsful againft him, the Compa-
ny fhould ftand in the charalter of De-
wan of his (the Myfore) country ; that
the family of the Myfore Rajahs thould
be reftored to the nominal fuperiority ;
but that the Nabob fhould have the ac-
tual power of the government. Could it
be ambition, therefore, which alone ac-
tuated Hyder in the vigorous meafures he
afterwards purfued? or was it a neceffary
attention to his own prefervation ? — For
a length of time Hyder had reafon to ap-
prehend a ftorm from the Carnatic : the
intrigues of the Englith and of the Nabob
Mohammed-Ally-Cawn, for fome years in
the Decan, h¢ had not been unacquainted

Ug  with;
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with ; neither had he been ignorant of
thelr ‘tranfaions in Bengal

Cadfes fo powerful combining againft,
and threatening his future tranquillity,
and the Nabob’s profefled enmity to him
being publicly known, it was not unna-
tural in him, neither can it be deemed
politically unjuft, that he fhould endea-
vour to divert the danger from his own

head, and fix it, if poffible, upon thofe.

whom he knew to be his enemies.

It has been aiﬁrmed, that the French
are the undoubted friends of Hyder ;. that
he preferves an inviolable attachment to
their interefts, and that he will throw
himfelf into the arms of France the very
firft opportunity. = This we believe to be
literally true: but would he not be fenfe-
lefs were he to a& otherwife, when he
finds, not only that he cannot obtain af-
fiftance from England, but that the Na-
bob of the Carnatic is his declared enemy ?
that he withes at all rifques to fubdue

o him ;
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Km ; that the Mahrattahs are in the fame
temper of mind; and that conftant en-
deavours are ufed to make thé Englifh
his enemies alfo? Hyder we know to be
connected with the French (whofe power,
indeed, at the prefent, in that quarter of
the globe, is fo effeCtually annihilated,
that nothing but a miracle can reftore it ;)
but at the fame time we are convinced,
that he would gladly unite with any
power on earth that could lend the leaft
affitance to fave him from deftrution :
and can he be blamed? or can an atten-
tion to his own. intereft be imputed. to
him as a crime ?

" An analogy of circumftances will fet
this matter in a clearer point of view.
When the Englith in Bengal had totally
fubjugated Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, a plan was.
determined on for depriving that prince of
his dominions: Lord Clive, however,
foon difcovered that the King, unto whom
they were to bave been given, was una-
ble to maintain them, and that it would

have
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have broken down one of his ﬁrongéﬁ
bartiers againft the Mahrattahs and the

northern powers ; he therefore wifely re-

- ftored Shujah-Ul-Dowlah to his domi-
nions. Such, in our opinion, fhould be
the condu& of the Englith with refpe&t
to Hyder-Ally-Cawn and the Soubahdar
of the Decan, neither of whom fhould be
totally reduced.

‘The treaties which f{ubfift between the
Englith and thefe princes fhould likewife
be confidered in an inveﬁigétion of this
nature. . In all of them sutual defence is
included ; but in no one .inftance hath
that article been carried into execution.
The affording of Hyder aid, we will al-
low, would be produ&ive of many dan-
gerous confequences ; and therefore the
political neceffity that could warrant it
muft be urgent indeed : but again, on the
other hand, the feeking his extirpation,
while under an obligation to defend him,
and while the Englith know that on his
ruin the already overgrown power of the

. " Mahrattahs
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Mahrattahs would be exalted to fo dange-
rous a height, as to threaten deftrution
to’ the Carnatic, would be to trample up-
on an agreement which it is their real ad-
vantage to preferve inviolable. ~Hyder
fhould be upheld in-his dominions his
gratitude might then be poffibly de-
pended on; and the barrier he would
form againft the Mahrattahs, with whom
he is ever at war, would render him in
the end one of the moft ufeful and pro-
fitable allies that the Englith or the Car-
natic poﬁibly could have *. |
- Having

* On grounds fimilar to thefe, Hyder propofed an
alliance with the Englifh through the Prefidency of
Madras in 1779. His overtures were not treated with
the attention he conceived they merited. The confe-
quence was, he immediately and openly prepared for
war; and in the beginning of 1780, entered and laid
defolate the Carnatic. How far his fon, Tippo Saheb,
may wifh to perfevere in his fteps, it is at this moment
.impoffible to fay. The fon, though not fo good a
ftatefman, is yet a better foldier than the father. Waris
not the intereft of the Englith. They fhould feduloufly

jeek for peace ; and it may be as prudent, perhaps, to

preferve it with Tippoo Saheb, as with any power in
I ' India,

v
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Having thus arrived at the end of our
hiftorical Analyfis, we fhall next proceed
to throw cogether fome refleions which
neceflarily grow out of the fubjeds we
have been treating. ‘The Portuguefe and
French, the immediate predeceflors of the
Englith in the regions of Hindoftan, not
fatisfied with the wealth and power which
they voluntarily received from the indo-
lent inhabitants, madly endeavoured to
extend their acquifitions by perfidy and
the fword. -This they in feveral inftances
accomplifhed ; but their fuccefs, in the -
end, was inadequate to their expe@ations.
Large tralts of country, without the
means of regular defence, are the fureft
attraltions to an Afiatic enemy. Accuf’
tomed to predatory excurfions, the very

. idea of deliberate a&ion 1s exploded from
their fyftem; fuddenly they ruth upon

India. The reader will be pleafed to obferve, that the
reafon of keeping Hyder’s name in the body of this
little tra&, although he died in 1782, is fimply becaufe
it is better known in Europe than that of his fon and
fucceflor Tippoo Saheb, - _

a coun-
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a country with fire and defolation, and
with an equal precipitancy, {weep all that
they do not deftroy before them.

On this account, all the territorial pof-
feflions of Europeans in the Eaft Indies
thould be compa®, comnefted, and fo
equally well defended, that an enemy
thould have no advantage in, attacking one
place in preference to-another. But that
which is of ftill greater importance to-
wards their permanent fecurity, is the
good faith with which they fhould con-
du&t themfelves in all their tranfa&ions
with the country governments. Though
prone to chicanery and duplicity them-
{elves, the people of India are yet admi-
rers of the contrary charalter in others.
_The Englith they have ever fuppofed the
moft honourable of all Europeans; and,
on that account, the Englith influence
hath extended farther than did that of the
French or Portuguefe, even in the days of

l

their greateft profperity. ,

The
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The immutability of Englith truth,
“however, hath for fome years paft been a
matter of doubt in many parts of Hin-
doftan; articles of agreement have been
evaded, treatics have been broken, hofti-
lities have been commenced unjuftly, and
even the members of one Prefidency have
been feen to affift the enemies of another.
To remedy a defe& fo glaring, and one
which fo-loudly called for redrefs, the
" Legiflature of England thought proper to
conftitute a Government General, Wi\th
fuperintending and controlling powers over -
the other Prefidencies, fo far as fhould
relate to their declaring war or negociating
peace, excepting in cafes of imminent ne-
éeflity.  But this is a power of ideal con-
{ideration, more than of real efficiency ;

fince imminent neceflity can always be
alledged.

No commifiion thould be granted, with
an imaginary or a circumicribed authority,
to a Board of Supremacy ; it thould have
' ‘ ~an
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an unlimited command, or none*. To

' fay, that the Governor General and Coun-
cil can punith any of the members of the
inferior adminiftrations, for not adhering
to the {pirit of the a& of Parliament, is to.
{et down for a certainty that which we are
convinced it-would be difficult to execute.
An inftance of this is now before us.

The Government of Bombay, in the
year 1776, efpoufed the caufe of Ragho-
naut-Row +, and entered into an alliance

- Tt has been in agitation, it is faid, to give the Go-
vernor General a paramount authority. The meafure
would be a wife one.  Whoever he may be, he fhould,
under the heavieft penalties, have an uncontrollable
power. At prefent India is moft diftractedly gover-
ned. The native Princes know not in which Englith
adminiftration to confide. They behold an univerfal
counteration. This fhould be attended to, or it may
be too late to remedy the defect.—Mr. Pitt’s Bill had
not been brought into Parliament when the above was
written.

+ By the laft advices from India, intelligence has
been received of the death of Raghonaut-Row. Of
this circumftance we were not apprifed, until it was
too late to infert it in the body of this treatife,

" with.
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with him. ‘The Governor General and
Council of Bengal deemed it expedient to
annul the terms of that alliance, to order
the Britith forces to be withdrawn from
the afliftance of that chief, and to enter
into engagements with the oppafite party.
Sull, however, the Government of Bom-
bay continued their protetion, though not
their military affiftance, to Raghonaut-
Row. The Company in England, not
knowing the meafures that were purfued
by the Governor General and Council,
approved of the Bombay allidnce; and
this emboldened that Prefidency to perfe-
vere in the refolution which it had at firft
adopted *. |

How fuch a contrariety of aétion ¢an
be of benefit to the general fyftem, is a
point that we fhall leave to the decifion of

* A more ferious refra@orinefs hath fince fhewn
itfelf in the Prefidency of Fort St. George. But, as
this fubje& is now under difcuffion, an expofition of
it would poffibly be confidered as precipitate and
unfair. '

others,
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- others. ‘The fupremacy of the Govern-
ment General is certainly thereby rendered
unavailing. The powers of India are
witnefles of what muft appear to them an
aflumed authority. Difcord takes place,
and the want of unanimity is felt even
more than it was before.

One good, however, refults from the
appointment ; and that is, the peace and
tranquillity which it has in general dif-
fufed throughout the provinces of Hin-
doftan : mnor is that the only benefit that
may be expe@ted from it; the right of
negociation, and of forming alliances, be-
ing vefted in the Governor General and
Council alone, a {yftem ‘may be thereby
eftablithed for fixing, on a lafting founda-
tion, the balance of power in India.

From what has been faid of the Princes
of Hindoftan, their fituation and different
conneions, it muft evidently appear, that
nothing could tend fo much to the general
tranquillity, or to the fafety of the Eng-

" X lith.
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lith in particular, as an-alliance eftablifhed
between: that nation, the Nabob of the
Carnatic,: the Nabob of Owd, the Soubah-
dar of the Decan, HydenAlly-Cawn, and
the Mahrattahs. '

By a convention of this nature, the
peace of India would be effetually fecured.
The other nations: would tremble at 4
power fo formidable; and the Englith,
in the event, would reap the moft folid
and permanent advantages *,
S oo .,

- At the fame time, however, that an
alliance- with Mohammed - Ally - Cawn,
Aufuph-Ul Dowlah, Hyder- Ally - Cawn,
the Mahrattahs, and- Nizath-Ally-Cawn
would be highly beneficial to the common
caufe, we are far from being of opinion

* Viflonary as this combination was fuppofed, an
alliance has now taken place between the very powers
here mentioned. The Government General of Ben-
gal,” and Mhadajee Scindia concluded it in 1781,
and it was ratified at Poonah, the Mahrattah capital,
in 1783, ‘

;hat
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that the Englith thould be in ‘the leaft

inattentive to the terms of" thofe treaties
which they have already. concluded with
the other powers of Hindoftan. ..On the .
contrary, it fhould be their aim to culti-
vate an univerfal amity 3 in fhort, to ap.
pear what they undoubtedly may be, if at
any time they are fo inclined, the arbiters

of the Eaft. - A

One regulation, however, is effentially
neceflary towards effe@ing: this falutary
pilrpofe; and that is, the eftablithment of
refidents at the feveral principal courts of
Hindoftan. At prefent all intelligence is
communicated by fpies, a fpecies of infor=
mation that 1s little to be depended on.
Englifh refidents, on the contrary, would
be more tenacioufly watchful, not only
of all public attions, but of all private
_machinations. ‘The expence would be
but trifling ; and the certain indication it
‘would convey of the Englith friendthip,
would be produ&ive of the beft confe-
quences. This I am convinced is a matter

X2 - of
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of infinitely greater moment than it may
at firft feem to be. A local knowledge
of the movements of the refpe&ive govern-
ments hath long been wanting. ‘The
Englith have hitherto deliberated in the
dark; no information being to be depended
on; all has been left to chance and the
effect of accidental communication *.

But this meafure thould not be partially
adopted, fince one .of its principal advan-
tages would refult from a comparifon of
the . information fumiﬂmed by the feveral
agents, whofe feparate and unconcerted
communications and refle&ions would be
frequently found to explain and illuftrate
each other.

Political wifdom ftrongly inculcates
the neceflity there is that thofe who are

" * Since the publication of this tra&, minifters have
* been fent to the Courts of Nizam-Ally-Cawn, Mha-
dajei-Bhoonfellah, and others. One even was intended
for the Durbar of Hyder-Ally-Cawn, when the war
broke out with that Prince, in 1780.

intrufted
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intrufted with the adminiftration of go-
vernment, fhould make it one of the firft
objets of their care, to acquire an accurate
knowledge of the fecret difpofitions and
defigns of any Prince or ‘people with
whom they conclude a peace, or contralt
an alliance. ‘The inconveniencies arifing
from a difregard of this policy may be
inftanced in a recent cafe of the Ranah of
Gohud.

The Government General of Bengal .
- juftly conceiving this chieftain to be ca-
pable, from his local fituation, of contri-
buting to the execution of the plan which
they had formed for conduting the war
againft the Mahrattahs, entered into an
offenfive and defenfive treaty of friendthip
with him : but not fufficiently acquainted
with his real interefts, his real views, or
real ftrength, they unwarily made him
conceflions, to which he was on no ac-
count entitled, and which drew upon
them, in the end, very confiderable dif-
ficulties. Had there becn an agent at the -
X 3 Durbar

~
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Durbar of this Rajah, prior. to the period
referred to, thofe difficulties would have
been avoided, and, -inftead of them, eflen.
tial advantages would have been derived
from the conneltion. But the political
fyftem of the Company had been either
too narrow in its operations, ar too Geco-
nomical in its {pirit, to fupply the infor-
mation requifite on this occafion, and
which information could only have been
derived from the fource we have already
mentioned. It followed, therefore, that
the Council General were neceffitated to
regulate their condu& in this important
affair, by fuch imperfe& lights as a hafty
and unfatisfaCtory refeatch could afford.
The iffue was by no means furprifing. It
was difcovered that the views and interefts
of the Ranah were very different from what
they had imagined. It was found that
he had, in the beginning, concealed his
real views : and it was experienced, either
that they had been miftaken in his cha-
ralter and difpofition, or that an erroneous
’ eftimate
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" eftimate had been made of hls power and

refources.

“On duly confidering this fa&, the ne-
ceffity of circumfpection in forming either
temporary or lafting alliances with any of
the native powers of India, muft be abun-
dantly apparent. ‘The utility of colle&-
ing every poffible information -refpeting
the difpofition, genius, talents, charater,
conneltions, views, interefts, revenues,
military ftrength, and even domeftic hif-
“tory of thofe Princes or people, with
whofe affairs our own happen to be inter-
woven or related, ecither immediately or -
remotely, muft be alfo equally clear. And
finally, the perfons deputed for this pur-
pofe, if chofen with care, would, by
tranfmitting exa& and well-digefted in-
formation to the Government General on
the various points juft particularifed, en-
able it to decide on foreign affairs with a
precifion and promptitude, to which, la-
bouring under the difadvantage we have

X4, - {tated,
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ftated, it is impoffible it fhould have al-
ways been equal.

It may be permitted here to obferve,
that as it is the univerfal pra&ice both of
European and . Afiatic powers to employ

~ fuch agents, no good reafon can be offered

why the fame policy thould not be adopted
by the Eaft-India Company, which, per~
haps, has more numerous, as well as more

diftant conne&ions, (we talk not here of -

pofitive, but political conneions), than
any one ftate in Europe.

The avowed and oftenfible objeéts of
fuch minifters or agents, fhould be the
promoting of harmony and a good under-
ftanding between the Princes, at whofe
courts they fhould refide, and the Govern-
ment General of India ; and their endea-
vours to accomplith fo defirable an end
fhould be fincere and unwearied. They

might alfo be inftructed to deliberate in

conju&ion with thefe chiefs, or their con-
fidential fervants, on the moft effeGual
means
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means of increafing the mutual confidence
of their principals, fo as to lead to the
eftablithment of a firm and durable friend-
fhip between them. Their progrefs, how-
ever, to this point, onght to be flow, to
the end that they may have time for ob-
taining every proper and neceflary infor-
mation before any overtures, for a clofer
conneétion be either offered or received.

- Befides dire&ing their attention and in-
quiries to the general objes that have
been already enumerated, there arc fome
particular ones, which would properly fall
within their province, and with which the
controlling Government in India, fhould
~ be equally converfant. Thefe principally
refer to' the perfonal or dom:ftic circum-
ftances of the Princes at whofe courts
they fhould refide. It is not fufficient
that the Goyernment General are acquaint-
ed with the real interefts of the feveral
ftatcs around them: nor fhould they be
fatisficd with inferring the probability of
_any particular defign or meafure from its
con-
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<onfonance or agreement with thefe in~
terefts. Such dedu&ions will, doubtlefsly,
often be juft, but they will alfo be fre-
quently fallacious: Princes not uncom-
monly are governed by favourites and
minifters : and it fometimes happens that
the views of fuch courifellors are directly
repugnant to the interefts of their mafters.
Hence a knowledge of the chara&ters and
fecret intentions of this defcription of men
would occafionally be eflential to the pru-
dent adminiftration of affairs : and hence
the attainment of this knowledge would
properly form one of the moft material,
purfuits of refidents at the feveral Durbars
of India. |

We could expatiate much more largely
on the falutary tendency of the meafure
we have advifed, but this may fuffice to
demonttrate its utility. Before we difmifs
the {ubje®, however, we will add, that
exclufive of the political benefits which
would be yiclded by the regulation in
queftion, it would be produlive of many

capital
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capital advantages in a literary view.
Europeans are by na means pe¢rfe@ly ac-
quainted with the hiftory or manners, the
charaler or genius, the religions or phi~
lofophical tenets, the literature or lan-
guages of the inhabitants of Hindoftan.
Confiderable improvements and difcoveries
remain to be made in each of thefe in-
terefting points; nor need it be infifted
on, becaufe it is abundantly obvious, that
-our agents, at the different courts of India,
might, by the facility with which they
would obtain accefs to various materials
and documents hitherto unexplored, con«
tribute, in an eminent degree, to the
advancement of this branch of ufeful and
_curious knowledge. In this light alone,
therefore, the appointment of a refident
at the court of the Lama of Thibet,
may be regarded as a meafure of public
utility. In all events, the advantages of
a general regulation, like to that in con-
templation, could not fail to compenfate for
the expence which it would create, though

that
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that chpeng:e thould be even more confides
rable than it need be. -

But to the whole it may pofiibly be
obje&ted, that the jealoufy and diftruft
which this meafure would probably excite
in the powers of Hindoftan, if it did not
prevent its execution, would, at leaft, ren-
der Eﬁgliﬂ\ agents fo fufpe&ed, that their
fituation would be exceeding difagreeable,
and their conftraint fuch as to make them
incapable of communicating either ufeful
ar curious information.

To this it may be replied, that ambaf-
fadors and refidents, at all courts, are con-
fidered in the double- capacity of negocia-
tors and ftate fpies; yet this perfuafion
no where prevents their reception, or fub-
je@s them to particular conftraint. If
the receiving of fuch minifters be attended
with inconveniencies, it is, in return, pro-
dudtive of advantages; for the pradice
being univerfal, thefe advantages and difs
advantages may be faid to be reciprocal ;

and,
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and, perhaps, no courts are lefs myfterious
or fecret than thofe of India. There are,
it 1s true, many arts pra&ifed in them
calculated to deccive ; but thefe will rare-
ly fucceed with one who is acquainted with
the genius of the people. Eaftern Dur-
bars, indeed, are fo little prone to jealoufy
or fufpicion, of the nature here alluded to,
that avowed fpies and intelligencers are
tolerated at every one of them; nor are
they prevented from communicating fuch
information as they may colle& to their
employers, except when an open rupture
has broke out between the parties, in
which event, they are either difmifled or
recalled. Hence it is plain, that a refident
conduéing himfelf at any Indian court
with ordinary decency and prudence, is
very unlikely to become an obje& of jea-
loufy or diftruft; and even if he fhould
be confidered in fuch a light on his firft
arrival, it would require very little addrefs
to remove the impreflion.

If
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If public minifters, indeed, will openly
intrigue at foreign courts, or if they will
feck information in an indifcreet manner,
and by improper means, it is natural that
they fhould become obnoxious. So long,
however, as they condué@ themfelves with
prudence, and avoid betraying a prying
and eager curiofity, it may fafely be af-
firmed, that neither their aions will be
fufpected, nor their fituation rendered un-
eafy.

Effential, however, as regulations of
this nature may be in the extenfive ma-
nagement of the political fyftem of the
Englith .govcrnri:ent in the Eaft Indies,
an attention to the lefs complicated regu-
lation of their domeftic concerns may not
be lefs neceflary or ufeful.

Of all the innovations which have been
made by the Legiflature in the manage-
ment of the Company’s affairs, not one
hath been fo loudly exclaimed againft as
the introduion of the Englith laws into

the
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the Bengal provinces. ‘This, however,
we are forry to believe, (bath proceeded
more from a difappointment of interefted
views, than from a conviétion of any per-
nicious confequences that they are likely
to produce. . No man of reafon, pofiefling
a perfonal knowledge of the manners and
cuftoms of Hindoftan, can honeftly de-
clare, he believes the Englith laws impro-
per to be iutroduced into that country.
Prejudice, indeed, may operate powerfully
on fome who have been educated in all
the principles of Afiatic defpotifm, :who
have ruled over provinces with an arbi-
trary fway, and whofe words have been
law; but a difpaffienate. enquirer, wha
judges with moderation, and who fees the
~neceflity of coercion in a country where
common juftice hath been trampled under
foot, not only by fome of the Englifh
themfelves, but univerfally by their fer-
vants and ciepeudents, will unhefitatingly
confefs, that the rod of legal authority
cannot but be ferviceable in withholding
the hand of oppreffion, and enfuring to

4  the
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the honeft labourer the fcanty reward of
his induftry and trouble. 'This, it is faid,
has never been denied him. But what is
morg liable to mifreprefentation than an
unfettled ftate, where all dominion, after
the confufion of fucceffive revolutions, is
transferred to a few ftrangers, and where
the conquerors, living under their own
laws of freedom, amidft a nation of help-
lefs and unprotected beings, exhibit a fitua-
tion almoft without parallel in hiftory ?

At the time when the power of the
Englith nation gave effet to the ufurpa-
tions of the private trader, who decided
his own claims, opprefling the natives,
~ and threatening the officers of government
if they prefumed to interfere, the neceffity
was foon perceived of confining the free
merchants to the refpe@ive- prefidencies.
But this did not eradicate the evil, the
fame praltices were continued by the fer-
vants of the Company.

‘When
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“When the rapacity, therefore, of all
who affumed the name of Englith, or of
Englith agents, was let loofe upon a harm-
lefs and inoffenfive race of men, what in-
- citement could there be to the manufatturer
and labourer? To reclaim men from dif-
fipation, to check impatient hopes, where
youths afpire to the abfolute government
of couritriesA at an age {carcely -adequate to
the management of private affairs, to re«
vive a general fpirit of induftry, to lead
the minds of all from infatuating illufions
of fudden-acquired wealth to a patient ex-
petation of growing fortunes, is no lefs
difficult in execution, than neceffary to the
exiftence of good government, Thefe are
pofitions that, I believe, will be admitted
by every candid and difcerning mind; they
are conformable to the decrees of unerring
juftice.

To fay that the inhabitants of the ceded
provinces of India have been regulated by
their own laws, is to advance an affertion
which daily experience proves to be un-

. Y true.
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true. ‘The Indians have never been fhel-
tered by their own laws. ‘Their laws have -
been derided by their conquerors ; nor could
any decifions' whatever have effet, when
oppofed to the mercilefs hand of rapine and
oppreflion. In fhort, whatever may be
advanced to the contrary, the introduion
of the Englith laws, we are firmly con-
vinced, will be attended with the beft of
confequences.  Scarcely any crime is pu-
nifhable by the Englifh’code, that is not
equally fo by the Hindoo and Mohamme-
dan inftitutions : right and wrong, virtue
and vice, are the fame with them as with
other nations.  Licentioufnefs, in the
midft of anarchy and confufion, may have
tolerated there, as in other places, the per~
petration of crimes. A fixed government,
however, would foon convince them of the
advantages arifing from an adherence to
what is equitable and juft *.

-

Admit.

# Ufurpation grounded on an undefined authority, was
never fuppofed when this Analyfis was firft publithed.
The punithment of enormities was all that the author

: § had
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-Admitting, in this manner, that the in-
troductien of the Englith laws into Ben-
gal will, in the end, be advantageous to
the natives, by reftraining the oppreffion
of the Englith and their agents, we fhall,
for the very fame reafons, advance it as
our opinion, that the fame laws fhould be
eftablifhed in the other dominions that are
fubje@ted to the authority of the Com-

pany.

“The gentle influence of thefe happy
ordinances diffufing itfelf from one extre-
mity to the other of the Englifh territorial
pofleffions in the Eaft Indies, would foon

- change the face of mifery, which the in-

habitants at prefent wear, to that of chear-
fulnefs and content, "

had in view : he 1s ftill, therefore, of opinion, that
Courts of Law are expedient in India. To circum-
fcribe them in the influence and pretenfions they have
affumed, is a meafure, no doubt, eflfential. That, hows
sver, muft be left to the wiidom of the Legijflature,

Yz I
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Is an improvement in the circumftances
of the lower rank of people to be regarded

as an advantage, or as an inconvenience

to the community } ‘The anfwer is at

firft fight abundantly plain, Servants, .
labourers, and workmen of different kinds,

make up the far greater part of every po-
litical fociety, What, therefore, improves
the circumftances of the gréater_ part, can
never be regarded 'as an inconveniency to
the whole, No fociety can furely be
flourithing and happy, of which the far
| greater part of the members are poor and
miferable. It is but equity befides, that
they who feed, cloath, and lodge the whole

body of the people, thould have fuch 3 .

fhare of the produce of their own labour,
as to be themfelves tolerably well fed,
cloathed, and lodged,

It were, indeed, to be withed, that, in
~ addition to what we have juft been fay-
ing, the Englith would diftribute the
lands they have acquired among the na-
tive families, and make thofe lands their

own
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own property, under certain terms and
conditions. Plenty of good land, and
liberty to manage their affairs their own
way, feem to be the two great points
neceflary to the profperity of new colonies.
Uncultivated land, however, fhould not
be engroffed. Every proprietor fhould be
obliged to improve and cultivate, within
a limited time, a certain proportion of his
lands ; in cafe of failure, thofe lands thould
be alienable to any other perfon. By
this means, the Indians would attach
‘themfelves to a nation that confulted their
happinefs, would, in time, become induf-
trious, and, befides difcharging with regu-
larity their feveral payments, would occa-
fion fuch a confumption of the articles of
luxury and refinement, that a gentle excife
might be generally affefled for the extra-
ordinary ufes of the government.

"That the eftates.acquired in any country
thould contribute to the expences of go«
vernment, is a principle that has never
been denied by amy nation whatever. The

' reafon *
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reafon of this grand maxim is evident.
Private fortunes are {o eflentially conneéted
with the profperity of the public, that
" when that is injured, the other muft fuffer
of courfe. ‘Thus when the fubje&s of a
ftate ferve it with their fortunes or their
perfons, they do nothing but defend their
own private intereft. ‘The profperity of
the country is the profperity of the ci-
~ tizen.

The prefent mode of letting the lands
in India is attended with many inconve-

niencies, independent of the difadvantages

which refult from their unequal diftribu-
~tion. Some Zemindars, unwilling to re~
linquifh their habitations, are often induced
to exceed the real value of farms, if their
leafe is but for a thart term of years; and

many, who have nothing to lofe, advance

yet farther, withing, in all events, to
obtain pofleffion, Thus men are let loofe
to plunder,

~ The
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The Zemindar cannot, with fafety to
his own interefts, even though poflefled
of the ability, encourage the inferior far-
mers by advancing them mohey; and
without this advance, the lands cannot
receive .that cultivation, which, with a
longer leafe, or the abfolute poffeffion, it
- would be for their own advantage to give
them.

.

Farmers renting a.portion of land for
a fhort time, with the power,. neceffarily
invefted in them, of obliging the ryots or
hufbandmen to difcharge their different
~ rents, will, no doubt, in general, endea-
vour to make good whatever demands the
ftate may have upon them; and, for that
purpofe, fhould the feafons have been bad,
will opprefs the poor labourers, and there~
by reduce them to the loweft extremity
‘of penury and diftrefs. Whereas the lets
ting the farms upon a long leafe, or which
would, perhaps, be preferable in perpe-
tuity, under certain ftipulations, having
the grand inducement to farmers annexed

3 to
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to it, namely, that of lafting advantage,
would occafion an attention to the farther:
cultivation of the already-arable lands, to.
the amendment of the tanks, refervoirs,
and canals, and to the rendering of grounds
(barren merely from negle®) by a proper
culture, not only profitable to the land-
holder, but alfo in a due proportion to the
original proprietor. At firft, indeed, it is
probable thefe lands would not let for
‘more’ than hath been received from them
in preceding years. ‘This, however,
would be the cafe but for an inconfiderable
length of time; the firft or fecond year
would afford a {fmall addition in the rent;
the third fomething more confiderable ; and
fo onin aregular progreffion, until the expi-
ration of the fifth or feventh year, when a
permanent fettlement might be made,
cither for a limited number of years; or
for ever *,

* But this experiment might (and therefore I do
not infift on it) be, perhaps, both ufelefs and dange-
rous : dangerous, becaufe every alteration in the quan-
tity of the-tax, efpecially an increafe, muft operate to

' : : the
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the creating of diftruft in the landholder, who will not
eafily be brought to believe, under fuch circumitances,
that a permanent and invariable rent is intended to be
fixed ; and till he be thoroughly perfuaded of this, nei-
ther his confidence nor his exertions will be fuch as
are ftated in the text, Ufelefs, perhaps, becaufe in
the event of that profperity and opulence, which only’
can refult from fuch a permanency .of fyflem, the
occafional neceflities of the government might be re-
lieved, as well by a general and gentle excife on the
articles of confumption, (which would not be felt in
the fituation we have fuppofed) as by an increafe of
the land tax. The fubjet, however,, is worthy of
confideration,

THE END.
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